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1 will aſſure my Reader, that I have not advanced any thing but upon my 
own Knowledge, nor once related ſtrange and wonderful Stories upon the 


wiſh, that whoever reads this little Work, may be as well. pleaſed with 
my Manner of Writing, as they ought to be with my Impartiality. , 
| Author's Preface. 
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Teſtimony of others. My Deſcriptions are true and ſincere, ] heartily 
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PREFACE. 


H E N torote the folltwing 
Letters to my Friend, I did not 
think of making em public; not that 1 
plead this by cuay of. Eure for any Faults 
that may be met with ;; Moiting 1s not 
my Province, and Polite. Literature is 
not expected ſrom one who. from his Jout h 
has been bred up in the exerciſe of Arms. 
As moſt People of Faſhion have ſeen 
Italy, and are very well ac cquannted with 
its: -ſeveral Towns, it won'd. have been 
impertinent to have repeated too much of 
what 1s ſo generally knoun. 
There 1s ſcarce any Body that has not 
read or heard that the Plains of Nice 
in Provence are as delicious as they are 
fruitful ; and that the Town of Monaco 
which is meanly inhabited and poorly for. 


tified, would be 95 Prog great / ervice to 
A2 the 


PR E F A CF. 
the French, notwithſtanding which it be- 
longs to a Nobleman of the Houſe of Gri- 
maldi, who to the great regret of his Fa- 
mily, has transferr d it to the Houſe of 
Matignon, by the marriage of his eldeſt 
Daughter to the Count de Thorigni. 

he Republick of Genoa is as well 
known as tu its form of Government. 
The eight and twenty chief Families 
equally ſupport their ſeveral Credits 
and Intereſts, and the Town itſelf 1 
well peopled, but the Inhabitants have 4 
greater Veneration jor the Spaniards 
than the French E 
I have not mentioned the Inhabi- 
tants of Lucca, who live in their little 

Republick like honeſt 2nd quiet People in a 
private Family; and if I have dwelt more 
upon the Beauties of Florence than up- 
on the Houſe de Medicis, tis becauſe Rea- 
ders private or publick, are more de- 
ſirous of being inform'd what ſumptuous 
Edi ſices there are in ſuch a noble City, 
than to know any thing concerning a 

| . Prince 


. (; ĩͤ 2804. $0 


— 8 — ̃ ͤ—ͤ!' I III ITS" PTY A In" II es —  —— 


PREFACE. 
Prince who has loſt all Hopes of ſeeing 
himſelf revive in his Poſterity. 

I have ſaid nothing of the ancient 
Government of Venice, or of its Founda- 
tion theſe being more properly the buſi- 
neſs of an Hiſtorian, than of a Travel- 
ler, who is barely to relate Matters of 
Fact: And the Ceremomes of the Doge s 
eſpouſing the Sea in ſo ſolemn and ſo pom. 
pous a manner, are too well known to 
need reptating. : : 
Before my arrival at Corfu, ] heard 
very much of the Ruins of a Temple of 
Jupiter that I was to find at our Lady 
of Caſlopo, but I could not ſee the leaſt 
Remains of it ; nor did I ſtay to examin 
the Miracles perform'd by an Image of 
the bleſſed Virgin near the Place where 
thsTemple ſtood, I heard em related, and 
did not think it my Buſineſs to examine 
farther into em. 1 SE 

I was told too that I ſhould find the 
Ruins of two Houſes at Lerigo, whoſe ve- 
ry Stones I ſhou d reverence, they having 

elong d, one to Venus, the other to the 
1 5 beau 
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heauteous Helen 5 but when I ſaw em 
they __ fo me two ſuch miſerable 
Hovels, that I did not think it worth 
while to mention them. © 
At Ithaca ur fend no "Inſcription, no 
Monument, but heaps of Stones ; however, 
if we won'd believe certain Greeks, al. 
ways ready to impoſe upon credulous Tra. 


vellers, we ſhoud look upon the Iſie of 


Thiaki as the Place of Ulyiles's Reſidence, 
and the Remains of a Caſtle there they 


oon d put upon us forthat Prince's Palace; 
ſome Antiquarians of the ſame Stamp, 


Penclope's, upon the Iſle of St. Maurice, 
and ſhew you the Place where her King 


wor point you. out a Pleaſure-houſe of 


tas murder d by a Son he had by Circe. 


The abſurdity of theſe Stortes has been 
ſufficiently ſhewon by Demet. Bernizelo, a 
learned Athenian ; Penelope never had 
any Houſe there, and Ulvſſes, as he was 
preparing to ſail for Cephalonia (call d 
Samosby Homer)was murder d in a Port 


rohich is now more than half fill'd up in 
sola di Compare, the true Ithaca. As 


fo 


that River wholly 
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PREFACE. 


to the ſituation of theſe Iſlands, coe have no 


Reaſon to be [atisfied with Strabo's Ac- 
count; moſt of our modern Geographers 


fall into the very [ame Errors, ſpite of the 


Complaints made, and the Relations gi- 
ven every Day by ſo many learned Men. 

T have not diſfinem{bed in my Work 
the een. from the leſſer Iſie of Delos, 
tho H 


Omer and ſeveral other Poets have 


made ſo much mention of em, I found em 


entirely deſtitute of thoſe Beauties which 
wou d grue me any Idea of the magnifi- 
cent Ediftces there; and I think I can 
ſay nothing more juſtly of em than that 
there are large Piles of Stones tobe found 


there, Nr 5 | 


All the feue Edifices that were at E- 


pheſus, are ſo entirely deſtroy'd that I 
Choſe not to mention em. Non did Iviſit 


Troy, having beam fully aſſured I ſhould 


find 2 there worth my Curioſity. 


The little I ſaw of, tin Granicus Ha- 


nous for 4 Victory of Alexander's did 


nat encourage me to ſpeak of it, for I found 
dried up. But I ſhall 


newer 
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never forgive myſelf for not having viſi- 
ted the Mounts Parnaſſus and Ida, alths 


am ſatisfyd I ſboud have found 


nothing worth ſeeing but the Mountains 
themſelves. „„ 
Not to particulariz.e any more Places 


that I haue not ſeen, or have not 2 


worth mentioning, I will at once aſſure 


im Reader that I have not advanced any 


thing but upon my own Knowledge, 
nor once related ſtrange and wonder- 
ſul Stories upon the Teſtimony of ano- 


ther; my Deſcriptions are True and 
Sincere. Some things there are which J 


ought to have mentioned and have forgot; 


therefore I wou'd not have any one con- 


clude, that, becauſe I have not ſpoke of em, 
there are no ſuch Things in being: I hear- 
tily wiſh that whoever reads this little 
Work, may be as well pleaſed with my 
manner of Wri r. as they ought to be 
with my Impartialtty. T 
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New JOURNEY 


THROUGH 


GREECE, Oc. 


LETTER I. 


; Gm May 24, 1720? 
JOU know, Sir, that I have 
long ſince flatter d myſelf with 


about to fatisfy my Curioſity, 
and have been a whole Month 
on my Journey hither. I ſtay d ſome few 
Days at la Rochelle, where the Count de Chas 
milly), Governor General of the Upper and 


era a, and of the Countries of Aunis 
A and 


the hopes of ſeeing the Coun- 
tries of the Levant ; I am now_ 


and Xaintonges, lives in a moſt ſumptuous 
manner. La Rochelle, which Roman Authors 
call Rupella, is perpetually embelliſhing by 
the new Buildings, which they daily raiſe in 
its Suburbs. This City is as conſiderable, and 
its Trade in a much more flouriſhing Condi- 
tion than ever; and that ſurprizing Mole, 
rais d by the Cardinal de Richelieu to bound 
the Ocean, and prevent the Duke of Bucking- 
kam's relieving the Town when it was be- 
ſieg'd by Lewis XIII, will juſtly be admir'd 
by lateſt Poſterity. When the Town was 
taken, its Fortifications were demoliſh'd, nor 
have they ſince been repair'd; and the Inha- 
bitants, at that time having forfeited their 
Charter .and beſt Privileges, have not yet 
been able to recover them. La Rochelle is 
not only a Biſhop's See, but they have a pre- 
fidial or ſpecial Cours of Judicature there, 
and a Sovereign Court over all the Salt- 
Works of the Weſtern Ocean. They coin 
Money there too; and its Port, which is de- 
fended by two old Towers, is always pretty 
well fill'd with Ships. The Port of Rochefort, 
which I viſited in my way to Oleron, is by 
much the fineſt; nor is there the leaſt Com- 
pariſon to be made: But if what is reported 
of it be true, that all our Ships rot there, 
in all probability, it will ſoon be forſaken. 
The Iſle of Oleron, upon: the Coaſt of Aain- 
tonges, is the Olarion of Sidonius Apollinaris. 
* e Its 
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its Length is about four Leagues, its Cir- 


cumference ten. The Country is pleaſant 
and fruitful, and its Inhabitants live in great 
plenty. The Town itſelf is melancholy 
and ill built; but its Cittadel is regularly 
fortified. Marennes is a Borough famous for 
its Salt-Pits, and the Freedom of its Inhabi- 


tants; and they are not much better Catho- 


licks there than at Oleron and Royan. The 
laſt of theſe Places, of which the Houſe of 
la Trimouille are Lords, is not ſo famous for 
its Beauty, as for the Fertility of its Soil and 
the Herring Fiſhery. From *Royan, which 
has only a little Harbour fit for the Veſlels of 
that Neighbourhood, I went in a Day to 
Bourdeanx, the Capital of the Province of 
Guienne. This City is one of the largeſt, 
and its Trade the greateſt, in the Kingdom; 
nor is it more famous in the French than in 
the Roman . Hiſtory. We ſtill ſee a Palace 
there which belong'd to the Emperor Gallen, 
and the Remains of a Temple dedicated to 
the Guardian Gods. The River Garonne is 


border'd with a fine Key ; and the Tide ebbs 


and flows, inſomuch that Ships of the greateſt 


Burden come up into the Port ; which they 


call the Moon, from its being ſhaped like a 
Creſcent. Thoſe, who are Judges of ſuch 
Works as theſe, admire it; as they do alſo 
the Archbiſhop's Palace, the Town-Houſe, 
the Carthuſian Monaſtery and Nunnery, and 

| A 2 the 


1 
the Terraſs belonging to the Capuc hin 
Friars. The Women here Dreſs very well, 
and have a great deal of Wit. The Men ad- 
dict themſelves to liberal Studies, and are 
brisk and lively, as their Wines are ſtrong; 
and their Fire might ſometimes be dange- 
rous, were they not kept in awe by the 
Caſtle, call'd the Trumpet, defended by fix 
good Baſtions, The Marſhal of Berwick, 
their Governor, is a Man who does not 
ſpend exceſſively amongſt them, yet does he 
iſcharge the Duty of his Office very well, 
and has a pretty good Underſtanding with 
the People. . 5 
From Bourdeaux the Waters of the Ga- 
ronne carried me to Langon, whoſe Wines 
can never be reliſh'd but by thoſe who do 
not underſtand Wine. In the Garden of the 
Capuchin Friars I found the magnificent 
Tomb of an ancient Knight Templar. From 
hence I paſsd thro' Agen, which has no- 
thing remarkable in it but its Hermitage, 
and in three Days I arriv'd at Toulouſe. If 
ever you go to that Place, I would adviſe 
you. to take particular notice of a fine piece 
of Workmanſhip, an Obelisk, built upon 
the Fountain in St, Stephen's Square. There 
are other fine Edifices, the Archbiſhop's 
Palace, the Town-Houſe, the Church of 
Fi. Sernin, the Charnel-Houſe of the Cordeliers, 
and their Dalbade, built upon the Ruins of 
5 N an 
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2. 
an old Temple of tl. Sun; and the Pom neuf, 
which may not perhaps be a diſagreeable 
Object to you, tho' it be ſo much leſs than 
that of Paris, A Gentleman that comes 
here, ought to be caution'd beforehand never 
to play in the publick Aſſemblies, unleſs he 
be a profeſs'd Gameſter ; and to be told that 
the Ladies of the Place are very gallant, but 
at the ſame time very chargeable The 


Men have naturally a great deal of Wit, they 


appear very genteel, and have a true Taſte 
of Letters; and therefore it is not ſurpriſing 
that they ſhould have had ſo many amongſt 
them who have made conſiderable Figures 
in the learned World. The Romans once 
made this City beautiful, and afterwards 
ruin'd it themſelves. According to their 
Chronicles, one of the Roman Lieutenants 
carried off the Treaſure of that City, which 
was immenſe. Though the Story they tell of 


it be ſomewhat obſcure and the Time uncer- 


tain, yet would I much rather chule to believe 
it than the Hiſtory of their Foundation, for 
which they aſſure us they are indebted to 
Tholus, a Nephew of Faphet. Tis in vain to 
contradit them, they are vain and head- 
ſtrong, and won't eaſily be argued out of this 
Opinion. The Parliament of this Place is the 
ſecond of the Kingdom, and the City large 
and beautify]. | 


A ; | I left 


HE 


1 left Toulouſe, and took Boat upon the 


Canal of Languedoc, a Work worthy our 


Admiration. In my way I ſaw the Towns 
of Caſtelnaudari and Carcaſſone, which are far 
from being handſome ; but the Situation of 
Beziers is very agreeable. Tis built upon a 


handſome Hill, which overlooks a vaſt and 


fruitful Country. Their Gardens are wa- 
ter'd by the River Orb; which, at the Hill's 
Foot, flowing into different Channels, forms 
ſeveral Iſlands. Every thing here is gay and 
ſmiling, and they ſtrive to outvie each other 
in their Civility to Strangers. Their Wines 
are ripe and delicious; and they have moſt 
exquiſite Fiſh and Game, 1 

Pliny and Piclomy, who, as well as ſeveral 
other Authors, call this Place by different 
Names, inform us that the Romans look'd 
upon it as a very conſiderable one, and built 
two Temples here to the Honour of Auguſ- 
tus and Julia. But the Ruins of theſe are 
not better taken care of and kept up than the 
Remains of a Palace that belong'd to one 


Raymond Trincavel, and afterwards to five or 
ſix other Viſcounts, who, during the Decline 


8 ſecond Race of Kings, ulurp'd its Lord- 


The little Town of Pegena has nothing 


handſome but its Situation; and Agde, 

whoſe Biſhoprick is pretty conſiderable, is a 

melancholy Place, and very poorly * 
. A li 
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1 

ſtaid but two Hours in it, which I ſpent in 
viſiting the famous Pilgrimage of our Lady 
du Gros. The Borough of Cete, which grows 
bigger every Day, will ſome time be very 
conſiderable, through the convenient Situa- 
tion of its Port, the Manufactures which are 
eftabliſh'd there, and the Sugar Bake-houles 
which they have built, inſomuch that their 
Trade is in a very flouriſhing Condition. 
Here I went on board a Genoeſe Ship, which 
in thirty Hours reach'd Marſeifes, whole 
Port is undoubtedly one of the moſt famous 
and moſt beautiful in Europe. 

The City of Marſeilles grew noted almoſt 
as ſoon as it was founded; and the Romans, 
who ſought its Alliance, granted it very 
advantagious Privileges. The Town-Houſe, 
new Street, and the Key, are worth ſeeing ; 
as are allo the outward Parts of the Town, 
which the Inhabitants call 'Baſitzdes, and 
where they meet on Sundays and Holidays. 
In this delicious Country the People are all 
Gaiety, all Joy, and are ſeen dancing to the 


Muſick of Flutes and Drums. In ſhort, this 


City, which pretends to be indebted for its 
Foundation to a Colony of Phocians, has loſt 
no part of its primitive Splendor. It has 


ſtill noble Privileges belonging to it, is one 


of the moſt inhabited of any in Europe; 
and I know none more capable of doing the 


Government real Service in any Caſe of ne- 
1 TR 
\ I viſited the Port, the Arſenal, and Ma- 
— of Toulon. The Town itſelf is far 
rom being well built; nor can one propoſe 
any Pleaſure by living in it, except from 
the Company of Marine and Sea Officers, of 
whom there are great Numbers. The Town 
of Hyeres is very old and very tireſome. An- 
zibe is well fortify'd ; but far from being fo 
agreeable as is Nice, whoſe Neighbourhood 
is charming; and to its pleaſant Situation 
add, that every thing there is good and cheap, 
Ihe Prince of Monaco has nothing remark- 
able in his Principality but his Orange-Walks, 
and his Gardens of Manton, which I thought 
very beautiful. I coaſted all the River of 
Genoa; and as I paſsd by them, ſaw the 
Towns gf F. Reme, Port Maurice, Oneglia, 
Dian, Langueille, Savona and Hiual, which 
are all very poorly peqpled, and miſerable 
Places. And on the eighth Day after my ta- 
king Shipping at Mayſeilles, I reach'd this Port, 

which is neither beautiful nor convenient. 

© Genoa is a large City, full of Inhabitants ; 
but thoſe a wicked Set of People. They 
divide their Nobilicy into two Claſſes; the 
Ancient, to whom they give the firſt Place, 
and the Modern: And in both there are very 
powerful Families; as that of Doria amongſt 
the former, and in the latter that of — 


— 


21 


All the fine Palaces are in Balbi and News 


ſtreet, which are two fine open Streets; but 
the reſt are narraw, dark, and miſerably 
pav'd. I often divert myſelf with walking 
at Doria Palace, and at St. Peter d Arenne ; 
when you have ſeen that Part of the Town, 
with the Churches of F. Or, St. Laurence, 
and the Arſenal, which is within the Ducal 
Palace, you have ſeen almoſt every thing that 
is remarkable. Two Days ago a Walloon 
Colonel introduc'd me to Mr. Imperial: the 
Doge of this Republick, whoſe Subjects, 


from the greateſt to the meaneſt, are all 


Traders. No Man here can have more Ser- 
vants than the Number fix'd by their Rules; 
and gold and ſilver Laces are forbid, as are 
alſo rich Liveries. The Ladies here are of 
a very gallant Diſpoſition, and as conſtant as 
in other . Places; and they have every one 
their Cigicbey, as who ſhould ſay a Friend, 
who generally proves very faithful, provided 
they are any thing tolerable. The Husbands 


are never jealous of the Friend; for it is a 


Cuſtom that has been practis d time out of 


mind in that Town, which is one of the moſt 


polite of Europe. 

I ſupp'd laſt Night at the Spaniſb Commil- 
ſary's, with Meſſieurs Ogan and Miſſet, who 
are two of the four Officers concern'd in ſtea- 
ling the Princeſs So51eski out of Inſpruck, 
where ſhe was detain'd Priſoner. Little 

4 / _ Ogan 
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Ogan is an Engliſb Gentleman who was taken 
at Preſton, and who, by the Aſſiſtance of an 
old Woman, made his Eſcape ; and Miſſet is 
an Iriſh Gentleman, and a Man of a great 
deal of Courage and Reſolution, whom I 
remembred formerly a Captain in France, in 
Ficheral's Regiment. They are to go this 
very Night a Ship-board, in order to ſail for 
Sram, in whole Service they have enter'd 
themſelves; and, as they told the Story, 
there is no room to believe that the Emperor 
conniv'd at the Project which was form'd by 


four Officers to ſet Her at liberty, whom they 


look'd upon as their Queen. Major Guaydon 


was at Sheleſtat, when he receiv'd the Che- 


valier de St. George's Orders, and a conſider- 
able Sum of Money, to put any Scheme in ex- 
ecution which he might form for ſetting the 
Princeſs, his betroth'd Wife, at liberty. Thus 
empower'd, he communicated his Deſign to 
theſe Gentlemen I juſt mention'd ; and Mr, 
Miſſet's Wife, tho' four Months gone with 
Child, would bear a Part in the Adventure. 


Io this purpoſe they bought a good Berlin, 


and fix fine able Horſes, in which they went 
to Inſpruck: But juſt before their reaching the 
Gates of that Place, they took care to break 
their Wheels, and were oblig'd conſequently 
to ſtay in the Town till they could get their 
Berlin put into order again, and new Wheels 
made. This Time they did not loſe; but 
e ſeeking 
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ſoon got Acceſs; and being laviſh in their Ex- 
pences, they were well receiv'd and look d 


| ſeeking out the publick Aſſemblies they 


upon. They found an Opportunity of bribing 


2 Nun, who deliver'd their Letters to the Prin- 


ceſs, by which _ acquainted her with their 


Deſign ; and the ſame Nun brought them her 
Anſwers. The Hour fix d, and all the pro- 
per Meaſures taken, they gave a very hand- 
ſome Sum to a young Laſs of the Town, 
whoſe Face and Shape were not unlike that 
of the Princeſs; and this pretty Wench bold- 
ly paſsd thro' the Hall and Anti-chamber, 
where the Governor of the Place had fet a 


Guard to prevent her Eſcape, and coming 


teign'd herſelf indiſpos d, the young Woman 
got into Bed, and the Princeſs dreſs'd herſelf 
in her Clothes ; and with as much Reſolution 
as Preſence of Mind, paſs'd thro' the midſt 
of the Guards, who took her for the ſame 


into the Princeſs's Bed-chamber, who ever 
ſince the Notice given her by the Officers, had 


they had juſt let in ; and coming out of Doors 


ſhe found Capt. Miſſet, who was walking 


there, and whiſtling a Tune, the Signal 


agreed upon. The Princeſs was carry'd to 
the Inn, where the Horſes were ready in the 


Berlin, and in which ſhe was accompany'd 


by Madam Miſſet, Major Guaydon and Ogan; 


whilſt Miſſet, and another Gentleman of his 
Nation, ſtaid in Inſpruck to ſee whether the 
Officers 


ck 


1 Officers would diſcover any thing; but fin- 
y ding at the end of two Hours that all was 
| 5 quiet and ſafe, the follow'd the Berlin on 
1 Horſeback. = 
1 The next Day the Princeſs was in great 


danger of being taken; for the commanding 
* Officer of Inſprucꝶ having diſcover d her E\- 

: cape, diſpatch'd a Courier to the ſeveral Oth- 
cers about the Country to give them notice of 
it, in order to have her apprehended. The 
Courier overtook them, and Miſſet ſuſpec- 
ting his Deſign, was _— either by fair 
n or foul Means, to ſtop his Journey; and if the 
— Fellow would not get drunk he determin'd 
to ſhoot him thro' the Head. However, the 
Courier ſav'd his Labour, by drinking as 
much as he defir'd ; which done, Miſſet took 
his Diſpatches from him and deliver'd them 

10 to the Princeſs. Three Days and three 
1 Nights they travell'd, without ſtopping any 
(| where, longer than was abſolutely neceſſary 
it for the changing their Horſes; and at the 
end of that time they reach'd the Territories 
odʒzf the Holy See. One would have thought 
5 in impoſſible that ſo gay a Princeſs could have 
ſhewn ſo much Reſolution and ſuch Con- 
duct. . 
Il intend forthwith to ſet out for Leghorn, 
from whence I'll write to you again; and the 
Letters which you'll receive from me for the 
2 future will be a little more particular; but 
the Road which I have taken hitherto is - 
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well known; and has already been taken ſo 


much notice of, that I thought it would be 
impertinent to dwell long upon any of thoſe 
Places where I have already paſs'd thro' ; but 
the farther I get from you, the more Oppor- 
tunities I ſhall have of ſatisfying your Curio- 


ſity. In the mean while, I beg you to think, 


Sir, that no Body is more, (5c. 


/ 


LETTER IL 
Florence, Tune 1 1 172 & 


Intended before now to have been at 


reach it. Since my laſt I had the good Fortune 
to put into Eſpertia, and in ſight of the City 
of Maſſa, juſt in the very critical Minute, 


which if I had not done, you would have 
heard no more from me. Maſſa gives its 


Name to a little Sovereignty, in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of a Gentleman of the Houſe of (ibo, 
and who is oblig'd to pay Homage for it to 
the Emperor. I viſited the Sovereign Pa- 
lace, which has not the leaſt thing re- 
markable in it, and lay that Night at the 


Convent of the Capuchins, Next Day I got 
on Board again, and very fortunately * 
5 | a le- 
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Leghorn ; but have not yet been able to 
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a ſecond Time by being thrown into Eriai, 
a little miſerable Sea Port, in the State of 
Genoa : Then I reſoly'd not to truſt myſelf 
any more in the ſame Veſſel; but going on 
Board a much larger Ship, I reach'd Vado, but 
not without having been .exposd to much 
Danger. Vado is one of the prettieſt Bo- 
roughs of Italy; and juſt upon the Bank of the 
Canal there is a handſome Publick-houle, 
well built and well furniſh'd. | 4 
Here I took a Poſt-Chaiſe, and ſet out for 
Lucca, the Capital of a Republick which 
does not make much Noiſe in the World; but 
is one of the beſt govern'd I ever met with. 
The Town itfelt is large, its Streets wide 
and open, its Buildings kept in excellent Re- 
pair, its Ramparts beautiful, its Fortifications 
in very good condition, and the Country 
round it very pleaſant. 11 Th $395. 
Setting out from Lucca, I lay that Night 
at Piſtoia, a little City of Tuſcam); but very 
agreeably ſituated. From thence I ſet out the 
next Day; and having travell'd over fine 
and fertile Plains, border'd by beautiful Hil- 
locks, and where the Roads were all along 
excellent, -Latlengthenter'd Florence, where 
I alighted at the Sign of St. Louis, kept by 
an honeſt Bavarian. Within an Hour after 
my reachingithe Place, I deliver'd the ſeve- 
ral. Letters of Recommendation I had to the 
Officers of that Court; and they deſir'd > 
5 Baili 
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Bailiff 4 Elbene, a Gentleman who deſerves 
to be, and is, very much reſpected, to pre- 
ſent me to the Grand Duke, who talk'd to 
me with a great deal of Goodneſs and Aﬀa- 
bility. As ſoon as I got back to my Inn, I 
found ſeveral, kinds of Refreſhments there, 
which that Prince did me the Honour to 
ſend me. I then paid my Reſpects to the 
Electreſs Dowager Palatine, the Princeſſes 
Toland and Eleonora, and to Don Gaſton, the 
laſt Prince of the illuſtrious Houſe de Medicis. 
The Bailiff Laurenſi, who negotiates the 
Affairs of France in this Court, and the 
Counts de Brel and de Molzat, are perpe- 
tually treating me; and, was it not for their 
Sakes, J ſhould not be much griev'd at my 
leaving Florence, altho' ſo beautiful a Place. 
Florence is as finely ſituated as any City can 
be; tis ſurrounded by large Numbers of 
Palaces, beautiful Country Seats, and noble 
Avenues. Its Strees are large, open, and 
finely pav'd ; but at the ſame time melancho- 
ly, being thin of Inhabitants. The Dome of 
the Cathedral, as well as the Steeple, is in- 
comparably beautiful; and three or four 
Churches, whoſe Pictures and Treaſures are 
invaluable, outſhine any thing of that kind. 
I found ſome Tombs here, which will im- 
mortalize the Workman, as well as the Per- 
lons to whoſe Memory they are erected. I 
view at leiſure the Galleries of the Great 
: 7 |” 


„ 
Duke, where one would think the Ancients 
and the Moderns had ſtrove to outvie each 
other. One cannot ſufficiently admire the 
innumerable Rarities which are in the Poſlef- 
ſion of this Prince. They have ſhow'd mea 
Buſt of Alexander the Great, and the famous 
Statue of Venus by Apollodorus, with thoſe 
of the Roman Emperors and Empreſſes, and 
other famous Ancients. This Prince has fol- 
low'd the Example of his Predeceſſors, in 
collecting the beſt Originals of the moſt fa- 
mous Painters, and has ſpar'd nothing that he 
might add to the great Riches left him by his 
Anceſtors, whatever he found of truly cu- 
rious, as well in Diamonds, Rubies, Pearls, 
Emeralds, Topaze and Saphir Stones, as in 
Amber, China Ware, Chriſtal, Corral, and 
Marble. The Chappel of Ft. Laurence, 
which is not yet finiſhd, is very much ad- 
mir'd by all Artiſts. This is the Burial 
Place of the Great Dukes, where every one 
is embalm'd in a ſeparate Mauſoleum of 
wondrous Workmanſhip; and to adorn 'em, 
even Jewels are not ſpar d; inſomuch that 
one might build a noble Palace, in any Metro- 
polis in the World, as cheap as one might ered 
one of theſe Tombs. I have viſited three or 
four other Palaces, rich in Pictures and in 
Sculptuie ; but neither their other Furniture, 
nor their Equipages, are in the leaſt anſwer- 
able to their magnificent Buildings, nor " 


EK 


the Pride of the People, who, in this Parti- 
cular, I believe, exceed every Nation of 
the World. + nr ao 

The Florentine is naturally ſcornful cove- 


tous, a very Backbiter, and at the ſame 


time a ſervile Flatterer. The Ladies here, 
who are under as much Conſtraint as in any 
other Part of Italy, are very much addic- 
ted to Gallantry and Inconſtancy. Had 
there been no ſuch Place as Mon- Pulſtano 
in this Duke's Dominions, I ſhould have gone 
out of 'em, 1 believe, very thirſty. 1 am 
now leaving the State of Tuſcany, and am to 
paſs over Mount Appennine, which is a pro- 
digious high Mountain that parts Eſtruria 


from the Eccleſiaſtical Territories. I beg you 


to believe that I ſhall be in that Country as 
„ 9. 000 TSS io 


Yours, Gc. 
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LETTER II. 
Sit ; ; 17 7 oh 5 . 

1 Was obliged to ſpend two Days in my 
1 Journey from Florence to Bologna, after 
having paſs'd Mount Appennine in à Litter, 
and with a great deal: more Trouble than 
Danger. -I. ſuffer'd very much upon this 
Road, wanting even Neceſſaries; but I recrui- 
ted myſelf a little at Bologna, where I found 
a very good Inn and agreeable Company. 
The People of Diſtinction of this Place re- 
ceive Strangers of Faſhion with a great deal 
of Civility and Complaiſance; and 'tis an 
ealy Matter to be introduc'd into the Aſſem- 


blies, where the Ladies enjoy a great deal of 


Liberty. This City is very large, and is 
noted on account of many of its Nobles, par- 


ticularly the Houſe of. Bentiwoglio. There 


are many large Palaces and fine religious 
Houſes in it. The neighbouring Country is, 
for Beauty, perfect Fairy Ground; and thoſe 
Plains which are warter'd. by the Po, give 
you a Proſpect of the moſt agreeable Land- 
— WAG 000 
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WES oo, 
I took Ship at Ferrara, which I paſs'd 
thro' without making any Stop, to' ſail for 
the Adriatick Gulpb ; and in three Hours Paſ- 
ſage found mylelf over-againſt Venice; and 
a Gondolo carried me up to the Sign of the 
Three Kings, where I have convenient Lodg- 
ings, and meet with good Entertainment. 
The Day after my Arrival I went to pay a 
Viſit to Mr. Piſani, one of the Senators, who 
gave me a truſty and diſcreet Perſon to ac- 
company me thro' the Place, and to ſhow 
me whatever was remarkable; and indeed I 
think the City very beautiful; but I find it is 
not ſo much admir'd by thoſe who have ſeen 
| Amſierdam, as by thoſe who have not tra- 
vell'd thro' Holland. I found it a very diffi- 
cult Matter to viſit the Arſenal; but at 
length, at the Interceſſion of ſome of my 
Friends, as well as of ſome Pieces of Gold, 


| 

| 

| WM is fo much the greater Curioſity, in that it 
| 


we got over the Difficulties; and J think it 
is an Original without a Copy. I have been 
. in ſeveral of their Palaces, and in their moſt 


. remarkable Churches; and tis with a great 
deal of Pleaſure that I frequently walk in 
5 F. MarR's-Square, which for Regularity and 
4 Magnificence will yield to none in the 
0 World. Nor can I every Day forbear going 
into the Iſle of St. George. There is a very 
rich Monaſtery there, and in it a Repreſen- 
ation of the Marriage of Cana, which is the 


I 


Maſter- piece of one of the beſt Painters that 

ever Italy could boaſt. 
Venice is a large City, very populous, 
where you have every thing in abundance ; | 
and where you enjoy full Liberty, provided 
you take particular Care never to meddle 
with State Affairs. They ſay 'tis equally 
dangerous here to game and to have In- 
trigues. The Venetian himſelf is very cun- 
ning and very full of Diſſimulation, as humble 
in Ad verſity as haughty in Proſperity ; and 
very polite and civil to Strangers who do not 
want him. Tis ſeldom, indeed, that he 
will treat you, yet will accept of a Treat at 
any time ; and nobly entertains his Gueſts 
at any publick Feaſt which coaſts him no- 
thing. The moſt polite Gallantry is uſed in 
the Parlor of the Nuns; and thoſe holy Vel- 
tals, who are to entertain the ſacred Fire in 
their vaſt Convents, are greater Coquets, 
and have more Intrigues upon their Hands, 
than the moſt gallant Ladies who every Day 
appear in publick. 1 am now bargaining 
with an Enghſp Captain for my Paſlage to 
Corfu, from whence you may again expect 
to hear from, (5c. r 
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LETTER IV. 


Corſu, Auguſt 14, 1720. 


1 Have now been at Corfu fifteen Days, 


and ten more I ſpent in my Voyage 
hither. The Captain that carry'd me was a 
young Scotchman, that prefer'd Merchandize 
and Buſineſs to a Lieutenancy of Foot, which 


Commiſſion he once bore in the Eugliſh 


Army. The Day after our Arrival the Veſ- 
ſe] founder'd in the Port; which ill Accident 
eee, diſconcerts me, and obliges me 
to go as far as Smyrna, to look out for a Vel- 
ſel that is to ſail towards Egypt or Paleſtinc. 


An honeſt Provengal, whole Phyſiognomv 


makes me already regret the Loſs of my 
Scotchman, offers me his, which I cannot re- 
fuſe for want of a better. I have had Leiſure 
to viſit this whole Iſland, which is but three 
Leagues diſtant from Epirus, and twenty 


from Calabria, and which no longer bears the 


Name of Corcyra. The Capital, which was 
built by the Cormmthians, has two Caſtles, one 


to the Weſt, on the Side of the Continent ; 
-and the other at the Mouth of the Port, of 
which it defends the Entry. Neither of 
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them are very ſtrong; but are nevertheleſs 


ſtrong enough to keep off the Turks, who 
neither know very well how to attack nor 


how to defend a Place. Sultan Solyman at- 


tempted this formerly in vain ; and not above 
twelve Years ago a Seraſquier did the ſame, 
after having made a Deſcent there with his 


whole Army. But as the Town was then 


incapable of Defence, as being empty of 
Soldiers and Artillery, it was thought that 
its Delivery was owing to the Money which 
the YVenetians gave the Captain Baſhaw for 
running away with his Fleet. The Story, its 
poſſible, may be falſe; but certain it is that 
10 tis told; and upon this Suſpicion, whe- 
ther well or ill grounded, the Turkiſh Ad- 
mira! loft his Poſt; and had not ſav'd his 
Head but with the Expence of his Treaſure. 
This Iſland is about ſixteen Leagues in Cir- 
cumference. It is inhabited by abundance 
of Greeks, who are not all united and of the 
ſame Communion. The Latins have an 
Archbiſhop here who longs for a Cardinal's 


Hat. There are two Biſhops more, who 


bought their Dignities of the Patriarch, and 
are therefore very indifferent ly reliſh'd. They 
reckon here a great Number of noble Fami- 


lies; but the Venetian, take no more notice 


of them, than of the Privileges they former- 
ly granted them. They are a People that 
love Play, Navigation, Exerciſe, and Wo- 

| men. 


| [ 23 ] 
men. Their Ground is very rich and fertile, 
but too much over-charg'd with Foreſts, 


which are full of Orange-trees and Pome- 
granates. Upon the Credit of Authors I 


Jook' d out for the Place where King Alcinous 


planted his moſt delicious Gardens. Homey ve- 
ry liberally affords the Honour to that Prince 
of giving a moſt. magnificent Reception to 
Ulyſes, at his Return from the Trojan Wars: 
But if the Wine of thoſe Days was no bet- 
ter than that of theſe, Ulyſſes and his Re- 
tinue -far'd but indifferently. This whole 
Territory could not find Subſiſtence, fertile 
as it is, for the Venetian Army, which gene- 
rally take up their Quarters here ſeven 


Months in the Year, without Aſſiſtance 


from the Terra firma. Both the Land Forces 


and Mariners are entirely under the Com- 


mand of the Proveditor-General, under 
whom ſerve, in quality of Lieutenant- Gene- 


rals, ſeveral noble Venetiant, who in this 


Place do not impair their Eſtates. Whether 
it is that they have a mind in this reſpect to 
imitate Mr. de Schulemberg, or Mr. de Schu- 
lemberg has the Complaiſance to imitate 
them: Nevertheleſs the General may, when- 
ever he pleaſes, have his Statue on Horſe- 


back honourably plac'd in the Old Caſtle, 
where the Commander in chief makes his 
Reſidence, I heartily wiſh you as much 


Pleaſure in your Pilgrimage, as ; 1 have thus 
tar bad in mine. I am, c. 


LETTER "3 


Myconium, Sept. 2 @, 1 720. 


W departed from Corfu in very good 
Weather; but within thirty Miles 


were encounter d with a ver great Tempeſt. 
The Provencal, who underſtood his Buſineſs 
pretty well, was oblig'd to put into Cepha- 
lonia, to refit his Veſſel, which had loſt her 
ſecond Maſt. I took this. Opportunity to 
viſit Ithaca, which was not far diſtant ; but 
found there only a Parcel of poor wretched 
Shepherds; and, as you may imagine, very 
ignorant of the Hiſtory of their Country. 
 Tthaca, which at preſent is call'd Lizola 
di Compare, is entirely a Deſart. I could 
neither find Roads, Avenues, nor any thing 
like them; and ſaw only a parcel of Shrubs 
and thick  Coverts of Buſhes. If Hiſtory 
did not aſſure us, that formerly there was 
a City here, I could never have gueſo d 
it. Where or how the Palace of Ulyſſes, and 
his Penelope, was ſituate, I cannot tell ; but 


I imagine it muſt have been very narrow of 
Com- 
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Compaſs, as well as empty of Courtiers, the 


# whole Ifland being very ſmall of extent. 


The Winds were very troubleſome again 
about ten Miles from Cephaloma ; but for all 


this we could diftinguiſh the Mountain Par- 


naſſus, and paſs'd very expeditiouſly by 
Mount Hellicon, in our way to Candia, the 


Capital of which Iſland we at laſt made, after 


having encounter'd all the Caprices of the 
Sea. e 77% 
The Iſle of Candia, formerly the King- 


dom of Crete, is ſtill very conſiderable and 


very fertile. I have drunk Malmſy, that ! 
lik d better than any of the Wines here, 
which to me don't ſeem drinkable, till a 
Perſon has accuſtom'd himſelf to the Taſte of 
em, which is very particular. This King- 
dom is ſituate in the Mediterranean, juſt at 
the Entry into the Archipelago. Its Capital 
(where reſides the Baſhaw, whom I had the 
Honour to fee with the Vice-Conſul of 
France) is neither more ruin'd nor better em- 


belliſh'd than before it chang'd its Maſter. 
A Capuchin of Paris has an Hermitage here, 


where he lives without being any ways diſ- 
turb'd. The good Father took me to walk 
with him ; and ſhow'd me a kind of Cavern 


half fill'd up, which the People of the Place 
pretend to have been the Labyrinth of Minos. 


I had not time to viſit Canea, formerly Sidon, 
Ea ite 200] which 
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which is call'd by the Greeks the Mother of 
Cities. A . 
_ The Winds, in eighteen Hours, carry'd us 
from Candia to Argentiere, a little Iſland of 
the Archipelago, as poor as its only, Town, 


which is very ill built and irregular. lt is 


full of Women and Girls, who they ſay are 
very good natur d and reaſonable in their 
Prices: They make linnen Cloth and cotton 
Stockings, ſome. few of which I bought ; but 
that was all the Commerce I had with them. 

From Argentiere we went to Naxos, which 
is but about twelve Miles diſtant. Mr. de 
Ru ymondi, Conſul of France, offer'd me his 
Houle, tyhich J could not refuſe. He is 
Son to 4 Gentleman of Avignon, who was a 


Knight of Maltha; but quitted his Croſs to 


marry a young Woman of that Place. This 
iſland was formerly conſecrated to Bacchus, 
by reaſon of its fine Wines, which {till keep 
up their old Reputation. The People of 
Naxos built a magnificent Temple in honour 
of that falſe God, of which the Ruins are 
ſtill viſible. The Latin Archiepiſcopal 
Church is very indifferent; and the Archbi- 


ſhop himſelf is neither better lodg'd, nor has 
a a much better Revenue than his twelve Ca- 


nons. However, the Country itſelf is fat 
and fertile, and the Feſuits and Capuc hin 
appear very well contented with their Eſta- 


ES 7 had particular 
bliſnments. This Iſle has had p —_ 
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Dukes, of whom one Sommerive, with whom 


I had ſome Converſation, pretended to be. 
deſcended. There is not a ,Gyeek upon the. 


Place that does not deduce his Origin from 
Priamus or Theſes, or ſome other ſuch conſi- 
derable Perſon. From Naxos we touch'd at 
Paros and Antiparos, where I ſaw the Entry 


into a famous Grott. It was at Paros that 


the Earl of Arundel purchaſed thoſe fine 
Tables of Marble upon which are engraven 
the principal Events and Epocha's of the 
Grecian Heroes. Scarce any Hiſtory is ſo cu- 
rious to read as 1s that of Greece; but as the 
Poets have added to it, it looks very fabu- 


| lous; and tis no eaſy Matter, in abundance 


of Inſtances, to diſtinguiſh the Truth from 
Poetical, Fictions 

From Paros we landed at Tyne, or Tynos, a 
Place the Venetiant have loſt ſome Years. 
The Town is not unhandſome, and paſſes 
for a Place of conſiderable Trafick. In this 
Idand they make very good Malmſey. The 
Womenembroider tolerably well, and make 
very good filk Stockins. 

From Tyne, in leſs than two Hours, we 
made Myconium. I was receiv'd with the 
beſt Grace in the World into the Conſul's 


| Houſe, by Mr. de Guifi, the French Conſul 


at this Place. He is a very honeſt Man, and 
very rich, for one of this Country, as well 
3 very happy in a Wite, a Son, and Daughter- 
in- 
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in-Law. His Houſe is as well fill'd as moſt 
Houſes, and every Body in it extreamly civil, 
This Iſle, which afforded me no Antiquity, 
nor any thing like it, is one of the nine 
Cyclades, ſo nam'd by reaſon of the Circle 


they make about the Ille of Delos, where the 
young People uſed formerly to aſſemble from 


all Parts of Greece, to aſſiſt at the Games 
which were here celebrated every Year. The 
Poets tell us, the Inhabitants of Myconilun 


were the greateſt Paraſites of their Time; 


and it is ſaid they continue pretty good Pa- 
raſites ſtill. The Town is well peopled, 


but very irregular, as are all in theſe Parts. 


I met with a great Number of very pretty 


Girls here; but their Dreſs is very diſadvan- 


tag ious; and, as all the Greeks do, they 


paint and daub. One might eat here very 
deliciouſſy with a good Cook. Every thing 


is excellent; and if the Wine of the Growth 


of this Place is not very exquiſite, that they 


have from Ecopoli is, in my Opinion, admi- 
rable. I viſited the Iſle of Delos, which the 
Inhabitants thought the moſt ancient in the 


World after the Deluge of Ogyges. It is en- 


tirely a Deſart, and retains no Marks or 
Footſteps of its former fine Edifices. All 


that renders. it famous at preſent is, that 


Apollo and Diana were born there. The for- 


mer had a Temple here, that was the moſt 
ſumptuous of any in the Archipelago, which 
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1291 
is between Macedonia, Greece, and Afia. 1 
intend to take leave of my Hoſt in a very 


ſhort time, which J regret the more becauſe 
he is very ill. Iam, Gc. | 


lee eee eee 
LETTER VI. 


Chios, October 5, 1720. 


Left Myconium in very fine Weather, and 
in leſs than two Days arriv'd at Samos, fa- 
mous for its Wars in former Ages, and at 
preſent for its Wines; but they are too 
mellow and too {ſweet for me. They ſhow'd 
me here the Palace of their ancient Tyrant 


above half in Ruins, Time having had no 


more Reſpect to the Palace built by that 
Monſter of a Man, than the reſt of the Edi- 
fices of the Iſland. From hence we ſail' d for 
Dios, and made it in about eight Hours. 
Mr. de Marigni, the Conſul of France, re- 
ceiv'd me in his Houſe, which would be 
thought a handſome one even at Paris. He 
entertain'd me very well, and treated me 
with many Wines, which made me forget 
thoſe of France. I went over this whole 
Iſle at my Leiſure, which formerly could 
boaſt of thirty-ſix Cities, of which the 041 
js TER Eb 
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tal, a Place agreeably ſituated, is the only 
one now in being. The Neighbourhood is 
adorn'd with abundance of Country-Houſes, 
built by the Genoeſe, after the manner of 
thoſe of Marſeilles. Some few Days ago 
my Hoſt introduc'd me to Sultan Selim Kirai, 
late Kam of the Tartars, whom the Grand 
Signior has confin'd in this Iſland, after ha- 
ving depriv'd .him of his Eſtates, at the 
Complaint of the King of Sweden, and given 
him for his Subſiſtance only eleven Purſes of 
| Zoo Piaſtres each, beſides an inconſiderable 
Village which he till holds ii Romelia. The 
Prince, his eldeſt Son, is in Arms in Georgia; 
and the' two other Sultans, who have only 
2000 Piaſtres for their Subſiſtance, live ſepa- 
rately in two Caſtles, at a little Diſtance 
from this Place. I have ſcarce ever ſeen 
two ſuch fine Gentlemen as theſe two 
Princes; who, tho' very young, have ſeveral 
Children. The Conſul's Chancellor, who 
teaches them French, ſays, they would wil- 
ingly go to France if they had the Liberty. 
Mr. de Marigni, who often ſees the King 
their Father, ſays, he is good and generous, 
and very well acquainted with the reſpective 
Intereſts of the Chriſtian Princes. He ask'd me 
ſeveral Queſtions by his Interpreter ; and after 
drinking ſome Sorbec, and having been per- 
fum'd, we retir'd with as little Ceremony as 
we enter d, to pay a Vilit to a venerable 
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| tholick Religion; but practi 
| ligion of Nature, living in the Abundance 
and Simplicity of the ancient Patriarchs. The 
| Place of his Reſidence is perfectly well ſituate ; 
and is as ſtrong. as a Caſtle can be in a Place 


„ 

Greek, of the Houſe of Grimaldi, whoſe An- 
ceſtors, at the time the Cenoese were Mal- 
ters of this Place, were Governors of it. 
They were all good Men, and from Father 


to Son have always been commendableè for 


their Virtue. Externally he 2 the Ca- 
es only the Re- 


where a plain Wall is capable of giving Um- 


| brage. We enter'd at a Gate, that ſeem'd 
very ſtrong. The Houſe is built in the 


Middle of a vaſt Encloſure, and has a great 


| and fine Avenue leading to it of Oranges and 


Citrons. This Encloſure” is ſo great, as to 


| contain his Orchard, his Vineyards, his Mea- 
dows, his Fields, his Paſtures, and his Fiſh- 


ponds, ** He gave us a Collation, after the 


| Manner of the Place, and entertain'd us with 


a Wine of which he promis d to give me 


ſome Bottles. He ſpeaks French very well, 


and has a Smack of the Belles Lettres. The 
lame Day he return d my Viſit, and made 
me promiſe to afford him my Company a 


| Whole Day, together with Mr. and Madam 


Marigni: Accordingly we beſtow'd a whole 


Sunday upon him; and all our Diſcourſe was 
upon Hiſtory and Religion; during which 


time his Daughters danc'd with their Com- 
VVV panions, 
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panions, after the Manner of the Country, 
for our Entertainment ; and I thought their 
Dances pretty and majeſtick. Two Damſels 
of the Family of Juſtiniani, well ſhap'd and 
dreſs d, aſſiſted at the Feaſt, which appear d 
to me compleat in a noble Simplicity. The 
Day after we went to viſit the Monaſtery of 


Neomeni, where there are a hundred Ca- 


loyers, or Monks, who pretend to follow 


the Rules of SF. Bazil, which yet its pro- 


bable they never read. They all live, within 


themſelves, under the Conduct of an Abbot, 


whom they don't trouble very much, and 
whom they change every four Years. = 
add to the Number of their Saints, all thoſe 
of their Society that leave a good deal of 
Wealth behind them. Their Treaſure, 
which they bury under Ground, is ſaid to be 


very conſiderable. Their Houfes form a 


large Village, in the Midſt of which is their 
Church, which is very richly adorn d. The 
Turks deſpiſe them, and don't give them any 


Diſturbance. We return'd from hence by 


the ſame way we went, which was thro 
many little Vallies, ſeparated from each other 
by ſmall Hills that were cover'd with Flowers 
of ſeveral ſorts. Here we ſaw the Trees 
that bear Maſtic, and enter'd the Vineyard 
of Homer, where they make the fineſt Wine 
in the Iſland. About a Mile from this Vine- 
yard, is the School where that Poet read hiy 
FOE LT A nt Lectures. 
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Lectures. It is cut out of the Rock, and its 
only Glory is the Name of that great Man, 
the Honour of whoſe Birth was contended 


for by ſeven Cities. This is alſo a Place of 


Trade, and they make here Tapiſtry and 


Cloth of Gold; but the People are very vil- 
lainous; and tho' the Feſuits, and Jacobins, 
and Capuchins, are well ſettled, yet are they 
never ſecure. The Emperor Sohman con- 
quer d this Iſle from the GCenoege, which 


may be about thirty Leagues in Circumfe- 


tence, at leaſt ſo they tell me. But all that 1 
can aſſure you of, is, that you can have no 
where better Chear, nor better Wine, than J 


| have had here. 
OR INN PIRIE RE INI 


LETTER VII. 


VS 
| Smyrna, December 3, 1720. 


E were three Days going from Chios to 
Smyrna, where I have now been two 


Months; which time I have not ill employ'd. 


This City, which is built in the Manner of 


an Amphitheatre, is ſituate upon the Decli- 
| vity of a Hillock, and is well inhabited, not- 


withſtanding the Ravages which the Plague 
makes here every Year. They reckon here 
5 are 
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eight thouſand Greeks, almoſt as many A. 
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are fifty thouſand Turks, between feven and 


menians, four or five hundred Fews, and 
a very few French, amongſt whom, thoſe of 
Provence and Languedoc make the beſt Fi- 
gure. Their Settlement here is the beſt they 


have in Turkey; and their Goods and Mo- 


veables are handſome enough, tho' after the 
Humour of the Place. They have a Conſul 
who is a very honeſt Man, and much in their 
Eſteem ; but he would be much more Jo if 
he was not married. The Capuchins, who 
are the Curates of the City, have a very good 
Convent, where they live like Canons. But 


it is otherwiſe with the Recolets and Feſuits, 
to which laſt is committed the Education of 


all the Youth of the Levant, The old 
Caſtle, which might ſerve for a Citadel, is 
deſert and quite in Ruins. It is built upon a 
riſing Ground, which furniſhes you with a 


Sight of the Port, the Village, the ne Gar- 


dens, and agreeable Fields. 1 wa: .ccompa- 
nied to Epheſus by fifteen Fran, which Place 
has only preſerv'd the Rerucation of having 
been fine. In our wa; hither we croſs'd the 
moſt charming Country] you ſhall any where 
fee. At Epheſus I embark'd, with ſome of 
my Company, to paſs over to Athens. Mr. 
de Gaſpari, Conſul of France, who did his 
beſt to do me Honour, walk'd with me over 
its Ruins. They reckon there are 5 or 6000 


_ Inhabitants at Athens that live upon Met 


chandize 3 


a Ms. 5 


[ 35 ] 


chandize ; but I thought their Trade ſeem'd 
to be declining. Here are the Ruins of a Pa- 
lace of white Marble, where liv'd Theſeus, 
one of their firſt Kings; and we could dif 
tinguiſh ſome few Remains of the Areopagus. 


| The Caſtle, which is alſo in Ruins, is ſituate 


upon a little Hill. We found here great 
Pieces of Marble, upon which, in Baſſo Re- 
lie vo, are wrought the greateſt Exploits of the 
Heroes of Greece. At the Foot of the Caſtle 
are five or fix Columns very much neglected, 
which are all that remain of three hundred. 
Our Hoſt made us obſerve an old Ruin, 
which, ſaid he, was the Houſe of Dionyſius 
the Areopagite. It is near a Temple, now 
entirely ruin'd, which the Athenians built to 
the unknown God. The Lanthorn of Demo- 
ſihenes is the beſt preſerv d of any thing. It is 
a little Tower, ſurrounded by ſix chamfer'd 
Pillars. It is believ'd that it was within this 
Place that Orator us'd to ſhut himſelf up to 
compoſe his Works. This is all very pret- 
ty; but he muſt have a very great Venera- 
tion for Antiquity who can admire it 
Ireturn'd to Smyrna without having ſeen the 
Ruins of Troy, which Town is ſo deſolate 


that very few give themſelves the Trouble to 


viſit it. As all the Greek Authors make men- 
tion of this Town's Misfortunes, there is no 
Room to doubt of the Truth of a great part 
ot em; the only Difficulty is, to know how 
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much of what they tell us is true, and how . | 


not eaſily diſcover'd. 

The People entertain and make much of 
me every Day ; but they are too proud and 
ceremonious. I have often eat here of a 
Bird which they call a Francolin, which is pre- 
ferable to our Partridges. I drink of the beſt 
Wine the Place affords, and divert myſelf 
wonderfully. I wiſh you may be as well di- 
verted. | 


much falſe, which in ſuch antique Stories is 
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LETTER: VIL 
Iſle of Rhodes, Dec. 15, 1720. 


IT Smyrna T went on board a Ship com- 
manded by a Captain from Toulon, 
who was not only extreamly well skill'd in 
his Buſineſs, but had a great deal of Honeſty 
and good Converſe, We put in at S$tanco or 
Lango, where we ſpent a whole Day; but I 
thought the time very ſhort. *Twas in this 
Iſle of Lango, formerly Coos, that the fa- 
mous Painter Apelles, and Hippocrates the 
Phyſician, were born; and I know no one 
Iſle in all Greece that would pleaſe me ſo 
well as this; the Air is pleaſant, no Neceſſi- 
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ries of Life are wanting here, and they are 
all good of their kind. The Turks are affable, 
and the Natives of a very eaſy Temper. In 
that Part where the Chriſtians dwell I mer a 
great many handſome Women, dreſs'd much 

more genteely (tho' their Heads had no other 
Ornament but their Hair) than any Women 
I ſaw in the Archipelago or Natolia, whoſe 
Faces were all daub'd and painted. A Few 
had me to ſee the Garden of a Papas, or 
Greek Prieſt, to ſhew me a ſquare Piece of 
white Marble, on which was cut, in a Baſſo 
Relievo, Apollo, who, in Preſence of Latona 
his Mother, is attacking and ſlaying the Ser- 
pent Python, according to the heathen My- 
| thology ; but according to Hiſtory, a Robber 
of Phccis, who ravag'd the whole Country. 

After this we went to take a Walk under a 
large Sycomore-tree, whoſe Branches, ſuſ- 
tain'd by ſix and thirty Pillars, covers part of 
the Moſque and of the Market-place. 

We left Lango, and after a fifteen Hours 
Sail arriv'd before Rhodes, the Entrance of 
whoſe Port is defended by two Towers, 
which ſeem ancient and very regularly built. 
We ſtill find upon one of theſe Towers the 
Arms of France; and upon the other, thoſe of 
the Great Maſter d'Aubuſſon ; theſe laſt are 
almoſt to be ſeen upon all the Gates and 
Baſtions of the City. Two Days ago I went, 
in company with the French Conſul, to pay a 

1 C 3 Viſit 
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Viſit to Viſiter Haly Baſnaw; who, after ha- 
ving loſt the Battle of Belgrade fled into Ger- 
gia, from whence he afterwards return'd to 
Conſtantinople, and lodg'd in the Seraglio of 
one of his Friends, where he was arreſted by 
the Grand Seignor's Orders. My Drogman, 
or Interpreter, made him a Compliment af. 
ter the Faſhion of that Country, and deliver'd 
him my Preſent, which was two little Cheſts 
of Liquor, four Purſes finely embroider'd 
with Gold and Silver, and 'a dozen of the 
Sachels they make at Montpellier; with which 
he ſeem'd pleas'd, and receiv'd 'em politely 
enough, but without ſaying much. He ſeems 
to me to be very haughty, and very little 
concern'd at his preſent State. Tis but three 
Days fince he was brought into this Ifle by a 
Capigi, and deliver'd into the Hands of the 
Baſhaw, who treats him with a great deal of 
Reſpect, and has lodg'd him in the Palace 
where the Great Maſters of the Order of H. 
John of Jeruſalem uſually reſided = 
We {till find upon the Gate, and in the 
Court of this Palace, Arms of the moſt no- 
ted Great Maſters of this Order, as thoſe of 
de Villiers, Liſle d Adam, des Crequi, de Cu- 
minges, d Aubuſſon, - d' Ailli, de Clermont, de 
Ligni, and des Pins, which are preſerv'd in 
very good order. A Greek, who paſſes for 
a learned Man, carried me into a Field very 
near the Town, and at no great 3 
. rom 
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12 
from the Capuchins Hoſpital, and there 
ſhew'd me a very thick Piece of Marble, 
under which he pretends the beauteous Helen 
was buried, after having hang'd herſelf, or 
been ſtrangled by her Companions. He ſhew'd 
me an old Book which he ſaid gave this Ac- 
count ; however, he did not decypher or ex- 


plain ir to me, but barely told me it did not 


decide whether ſhe ſlew herſelf, or was ſlain 
by thoſe who waited on her. 
The Chriſtians are not allow'd here to 
live within the City itſelf; but in return, 
they have a very pleaſant Suburb to them- 
ſelves, where they live very peaceably and 
plentifully, There is ſcarce any Iſland fo 
fruitful as this; but Antiquarians would not 
find their Account in coming hither ; there 
is not the leaſt Trace to be found of that pro- 
digious Coloſſus of which both the Poets and 
Hiſtorians have ſo often ſpoke. 
Before I enter Egypt 1 muſt add a few 
Words concerning the Hiſtory of Greece, 
which, tho' written by very learned Men, is 
one of the moſt obſcure and the leaſt under- 
ſtood, eſpecially that of the earlieſt Times, 
whoſe Epocha's have ſomething fo mira- 
culous in them, that one would take the 
whole to be a Fable. Tis true, the Greeks 
began to write their Hiſtory later than 
moſt other Nations of the Eaſt; and then 


for an Account of their firſt Eſtabliſhment 
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they were fore'd to have recourſe to Conjec- 
ture and Tradition, ſome true and ſome falſe; 


and conſequently, the Fictions, Appearances, 
or perhaps Facts, which they relate, are ad- 
vanced only upon what they have receiv'd 
from others, without ever warranting 'em 
themſelves for true. The Names, Genealo- 

ies, Succeſſions, and chief Actions of their 
Monarchs, are what carry the greateſt Shew 
of Probability; and yet of this Genealogy, 
as well as of the reſt, we can ſay nothing 
more but that 'tis probable. 81 

From the firſt Day I enter'd this Country, 
I endeavour'd to inſtruct myſelf, as much 
as poſſible, in their Hiſtory ; and as I con- 


vers'd with the moſt Learned, and moſt 


Eſteem'd amongſt them, you may think I 
never faild a Pay of ſtudying my Leſ- 
ſon and asking Queſtions, in hopes of get- 
ting ſome Inſights not quite ſo allegorical as 


thoſe which Homer has been pleas'd to give 


us, Amongſt other things, I enquird who 
that ſame Cælum might be, to whom they had 
given the Earth to Wife. To which they 
anſwer'd, that the Poets not knowing who 
the firſt King and Queen were, had been 


willing to ſuppoſe the one the Son of Heaven, 
the other the Daughter of the Earth. That 
doubtleſs too, the giving one of their Chil- 


dren an hundred Hands, was only meant of 
the Number of Soldiers he had e to 


[ ar 
him. Theſe were the beſt Accounts I could 
get for the clearing up of any fabulous Cir- 
cumſtance I enquir'd into. „ 
The Hiſtory of the Athenians I think much 
more intelligible, and more coherent, than 
that of any other People of Greece, tho' they 
give us Accounts of many Heroes who ſeem 
very great Strangers to true Heroiſm. We 
find that in Spain, and even in France, under 
the ſecond Race of our Monarchs the Sove- 
reign Power often purſu'd Heroes of this 
Caſt; and theſe Wretches avoided the Puniſh- 
ment due to their Crimes, only by flying 


from one Country to another; and ſome- 


times by proving the ſtrongeſt in thoſe Days 
of Trouble and Confuſion. 1 

But to return to the Athenians ; tho! their 
Hiſtory be ſo well written, yet are there 
large empty Spaces. to be found between 
many of their Epocha's, and which their 


| Poers and Hiſtorians have fill d up juſt as they 


thought proper. I addreſs'd myſelf to ſeveral 
of their pretended learned Men, as well at 


Athens as in the other Cities; and told em I 


thould be extreamly oblig'd to them if they 
could inform me who Cecrops was, and 
whence he came, he being eſteem'd amongſt 


them as their firſt King; but ſome make an 


Egyptian, ſome a Phenician of him. Certain 
it is, that one Cecrops reign'd in Greece; that 


he gave very wholſome Laws to thoſe People, 


and 
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and at the ſame time taught em to worſhip 
falfe Gods, But they are wholly ignorant 
whether he was a Gree, and whether he 
was the Firſt or Sixth King of Athens. The 
Sciences, Which once flouriſh'd in this Coun- 
try, are entirely loſt; and notwithſtanding 
what is reported, there are ſo few Remains 
of the Edifices left, whoſe Beauties have 
been {o much boaſted, that I can aſſure you 
they are not worth crofling the Seas to ſee. 
The Greeks did not of themſelves diſcover 
the moſt ſolid and moſt important Truths, 
but learn'd them of other Nations. Anaxas 
goras was the firſt who taught em there was 
bat one God, who only ought to be ador d. 
Pythagoras aſſur dem of the Immortality ef 
the Soul; and 'twas great pity that he con- 
founded this Truth in his Syſtem of Tranſ- 
migration. Twas in Egyyt he acquir d this 
Learning, which was a Mixture of geod and 
bad : As was alſo that of Plato, who for his 
Improvement undertook the ſame Journey, 
Alriſtotle too, their Inferior however in Ho- 
neſty, went to conſult the Magi, and there 
made ſome Phyſical Experiments, at the 
[ Charge of Alexander the Great, to whom, 
it after all his Kindneſſes, he prov'd very un- 
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and made em one after the other deſtroy 

themſelves: All thoſe fine Cities, of which 
the Hiſtorians have given us ſuch pompous 
Deſcriptions, are entirely ruin d; and the 
Knowledge which its ancient Inhabicants had 
acquird, has, by degrees, been loſt by their 
Poſterity, and now Ignorance ſeems heredi- 
tary in Greece. If I may give Credit to what 
Jam told of the Greeks, there are very few 
of 'em that Money would not tempt to the 
Commiſſion of any Villany; and this unhap- 
py Temper is to be met with in both Sexes, 
who conſequently cannot upbraid each other. 
Their Treachery is very well known to the 
Turks, and to all their Neighbours ; there is 
only their Religion which is not over well 
known by any Body : Methought, however, 
they ſeem'd to keep the Sunday, whether re- 
ligiouſly or not I don't pretend to determine; 
but tis with a particular Zeal that they cele- 
brate the uſual Feſtivals, and not a Soul of 
them then is abſent from the Evening-Ser- 
vice; for not to loſe the Cuſtom of the 
Country, there is a very plentiful Collation 
ſery'd in the Church ; and in their Ceremo- 
"nies they give way to all the Intemperance 
and Exceſs that may be expected in a poor 
abandon'd People who have no Body to 
guide em in the right way; for not to men- 
tion the groſs Ignorance of the Patriarchs, of 
their Biſhops, and of the other Dignitarians, 
: wWuoſe 
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whoſe Offices, from the greateſt to the 
ſmalleſt, are ſold to the beſt Bidder ; the 
little or no Caution us'd by their Prelates to 


conceal the ſhameful Commerce they make 


of their Benefices, join'd to the little Care 
they take to hide their ſordid Avarice and 
irregular Life, have deſtroy'd all the Con- 
fidence that might have been repos'd in 
them. The Latin Greeks cannot boaſt of 
much more Aſſiſtance from their own Prieſts, 
than from the French Mendicant Friars, who 
in their Miſſion have made a ſhift to accuſtom 
themſelves to live wholly after the Greek 
Faſhion. Were the Jeſuits too to negle& 
their Preaching in the Eaſtern Nations, the 
Chriſtian, Religion would ſoon be loſt there, 
But I fancy you think by this time that I have 


entertain d you long enough with the Affairs 


of Greece. I intend ſhortly to give you ſome 
Account of Egypt, for unleſs I periſh by the 
way I hope to get there in a very few Days 
time. 55 TIT ET 
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LETTER IX. 


Alexandria, Feb. 6. 172 T. 


from Rhodes hither, and therefore 


| WI have had the Wind directly fair 


were obligd to make but a three Days 


| Sail of it. This City owes its firſt Luſtre to 


Alexander the Great, who rebuilt it, and gave 


it his Name ; ſucceeding Kings embelliſh'd it 
and made it their Metropolis; and at length 


their Queen Cleopatra made it, after Rome, 


the moſt conſiderable City of the World. 
| [Tis ſituated betwixt the Sea and a Branch of 
the River Nile. Its Inhabitants by Nature 
| Sharpers, Scoffers, and addicted to Volup- 
tuouſneſs, were overcome by Julius Czſar, 


who attacking them in their own Port ſet 


fre to their Fleet, which communicating it- 
felf, reach'd their famous Library, and con- 
ſum'd the beſt Originals, the fineſt Ma- 
nuſcripts, and the firſt Books that ever 
were written. The Tower of Phara, 


which paſs d for one of the Wonders of the 


World, and which is ſtill in being, is not in 
2 much better Condition than two little 
Caſtles at the Mouth of the Port. The City 


Walls 


Walls are very low, and very much neglec- 


ter Repair. I ſaw a fine Pillar there of a 


inceſſantly 
Pillar is call'd by the Name of Pompey; but 


which we are indebted to Antiquity. Some 


Marble, with little reddiſh Veins, which 


Alexandria. In this Abbey lives the Patriarch, 


that of his Brethren, 


[46] 


ted; nor are the hundred and twenty 
Towers, deſign'd for their Defence, in bet- 


grayiſh Garnet, about a hundred and twenty 

Foot high, beſides the Chaplet plac'd upon a 

Pedeſtal of gee ON but which 
ecays and undermines. This 


for what Reaſon is not well known : The beſt 
Account I can get of it, and which may be 
depended upon, is, that it was not erected 
till after the Battle of Pharſalia ; and it un- 
doubtedly is one of the fineſt Monuments for 


Greek Monks have got Poſſeſſion of the Con- 
vent of St. Katharine ; and they ſhew us the 
Place of her Habitation, and that in which 
me ſuffer d Martyrdom. At the ſame time 
they made me take notice of a Pillar of white 


they would fain have had me take for ſome 
of that Virgins Blood. I muſt own I could 
not be complaiſant enough to do that, or to 
think the Church beautiful, whoſe great Or- 
nament is a Pulpit, which, according to 
their Tradition, St. Mark often mounted to 
preach the Truth of the Goſpel to thoſe of 


whole Reputation is not a jot better than 
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From the Convent of F. Katharine we 


went to lee Cleopatra's two Needles, which 
undoubtedly are two ©belisks of the ancient 


Egyptians ; one is ſtil] ſtanding, but the other 


is half buried in the Earth, with the Point 
downwards. They are of a reddiſh Garnet- 
Marble, and cover'd all over with Hierogly- 
phicks, but which no Body can explain. 
Some Antiquarians place the Tomb of 
Alexander between theſe two Needles; but 
whithout being able to give any Proof of it. 
Near this there is a large Square ſurrounded 
with Ampitheatres ; but which have been as 
ill us'd by time as moſt of the other Antiqui- 
ties. I was doubtleſs in this Place that they 
celebrated the publick Games. The Re- 
mains of Cleopatra's Palace cannot perſwade 
us that this Queen had fuch ſumptuous 
Lodgings as ſome have endeavour'd to make 
us believe: I enter'd into a roynd Tower, 
which was part of the Palace, and in which I 
found ſome Rooms ſtill entire, enough to let 
one gueſs what the whole could be; and if 
this Pile of Building was accounted magni- 
ficent, Stone-work, which indeed is not in 
the leaſt ſpar'd, muſt have been very ſcarce and 
very dear, I ſaw ſome Columns too which 
are neither Marble nor Garnet, notwithſtan- 
ding what is ſaid of them by ſome modern 
Authors, whom I am apt to recken in the 
Number of thoſe who publiſh long Rela- 
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tions of their Travels which they went thro 
without ever ſtirring out of their Studies; or, 
if they have viſited any Places, love better to 
talk of 'em in a poetical Stile, than that of a 
faithful Hiſtorian. 

Aſter having viſited the Ruins of Cleopa- 
tra's Palace, we went to the old Port, which 
doubtleſs is the beſt and moſt beautiful that 
ever Nature form'd ; but 'tis of no Service to 
the Chriſtians, the Turks not ſuffering our 
Ships to put in there. To go to this Port 


we were oblig'd to croſs the New Town, 


which is neither beautiful, nor has it any 
good Buildings in it, except the Moſques 
and the Oquell, in which lives the French 


- Conſul. Our Merchants all dwell in Oquells, 


which are not unlike a Number of Officers 
Caſerns join'd together ; and between which 
and the Turks Houles there is always left an 
empty Space. There is a large open Place, as 
badly pav'd as the Streets are in any Turkiſh 
City, which parts the new built Town 
from the old one, which is in a miſerable 


Condition. Two Days ſince there was a 


Camp in that Place which they call the 
Plain, of three thouſand Arabian Horſe. I 
walk'd in their Camp, and mix'd myſelf a- 
mongſt them as much as if I had been a- 
mongſt our own Troops; but they appear d 
to me not over fine, or well diſciplin d. I 
obſerv d one thing very particular in the 
. Gates 


3 9] 

Gates of old Alexandria, which is, that the 
Iron-work of them is almoſt conſumed and 
eaten up, whilſt the Wood remains entire 
and in a very good Condition. All the Wa- 
ter which, is drink here comes from the Ri- 
yer Mile by Pipes or Canals, which they 
call 17 which, paſſi ng under the old City 
brings it into large Ciſterns ſet up to receive 
it: This Water is none of the cleareſt, but 
tis impoſſible any can be more wholeſom. 

Thave taken a Tour in Delta ſince my firſt 
arrival at Alexaiidria, from whence'T came to 
1 in a Chaiſe that was lent me. Ro- 


© © VT ws 


| 8 5 0 The Goda or 510 Palau, 
whom I went to ſee, and to whom I pre- 
1 Rate a little, Cheſt of Liquors, (for you 
| "never go empty handed to ſee a Turk) 
ne me, after the Manner of the Coun- 
try, in one of his Gardens; and the Muſſul- 
men there dran Wine as freely as We Can 
At Roſerto 1 Wet on Board a ſmall Turkiſh 
vole which carried me to Damiata. TI was 
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more beautiful to thoſe who are going from 


it, than to thoſe who draw nearer to it: Its 
Inhabitants are the rudeſt Barbarians that you 


meet with in all the Eaſt. As the Janiſaries 


have a great Power here, he whom I brought 
from Alexandria to be my guard was very 
ſerviceable to me ; he took care that I ſhould 
be provided with every thing neceſfary to 
make the Journey agreeable, and took me a 
Lodging at one of his Relations Houſes, 
which proved a very good one. This I pre- 
ferr'd to the Houſe of the Franciſcan Fathers, 


where moſt of our Travellers lodge. Theſe 


Monks are called the Fathers of the Holy- 


Land, becauſe they are its Almoners and 


Paſtors: But were you acquainted with theſe 
honeſt Paſtors, you would have a very in- 
different Opinion of the Flocks they guide. 
During my few Days ſtay at Damiata, 1 


went and took a Walk upon the Ruins of 


the antient Peluſium, where I found no re- 
mains of its, antique Monuments, but Dami- 

ata indeed does not ſhew us any more: This 
latter Place; the Barbarians, burn'd and de- 
ſtroyed, after that St. Louis, our King, who 

made an eaſy Conqu 0 of it, had deliver d 
it into the Hands of theſe Infidels for part of 
its Ranſom. The Apprehenſſons they were 
under left the Chriſtians ſhould. retake it, 
was the Cauſe of its deſtruction, About an 


* 


hundred and ten Yeats, after its being Nie 
e eee WALES : Fit. 2 os the 
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the Sultans of Egypt contributed towards 
rebuilding it, but however without raiſing 
its Walls again. 
l went to both the Uppzy and Lower Delta: 

Theſe are two little Iſlands form'd by the Nile, 
and by an infinite number of other Channels 
which that River fills every Year after having 
water'd Grand Cairo. A Jew, who was my 
Interpreter, and whom J found pretty well 


vers d in Hiſtory, ſhew'd me the Place where 


F. Louis was taken Priſoner, juſt over againſt 
the Town of Magour, where the Count 
# Artois, his Brother, and the Flower of the 
French Nobility, periſh'd, in ſpite of all the 


fine things which the Contrivers of this holy 


Cruſado had propheſied. 


In this Progreſs, which: laſted eight and 


twenty Days, I have carefully viſited all 
thoſe Places which ſtill ſubſiſt, as well as 
thoſe which ate ſcarcely known again. I be- 
gan by Mazonur, a Town miſerably built and 
walled. The Ruins of 'the City of Buſiris 
are curious ehough. A Barbarian, who has 
nothing but the Nanie of, one, made me 
take notice of ſome large Pillars of Marble, 
which are almoſt entitely butied under ſome 
large Heaps of Stone. Thiele are the Ruins 
of a famous Temple, dedicated by the Fgyp- 
lians to the Goddels Iſit, the Wife of Ofirr, 
or Adonis, which fi anifies Lord. He was 
n * the firſt and wiſeſt Kings that ever 

D 2 ruled 
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ruled Egypt: This Prince firſt taught em 
Husbandry, and made em till the Land: 
At the ſame time Ji inſtructed 'em in 
the Knowledge of ſeveral Arts; and like 


the King her Spouſe deſerved fo: well from 
the People, that after 'their Deaths they de- 
creed em divine Honours. The King was 


ador' d under the Form of Apis, or Strapis; 
and the Queen was honour'd as a Goddeſs, 
whoſe Feſtival was every Year celebrated 
with all poſſible Solemnity. My Jew and 


Jearned Barbarian, ſhewed: me near the Tem- 


ple of Iſis a Tomb, of a kind of grayiſh 
Stone, cover'd with black Marble, upon 
which might be diſtinguiſhed the Form of an 
Ox, and round it, The Earth is mine, writ- 
ten in a Language I did not underſtand. 
Theſe Words they told me was the Motto 
of this Oſiris, whom they aſſert to. be buried 
under this Stone. There is more gueſs work 
certainly than probability in this; for all Au- 


thors agree that he was buried in the Iſle of 
Abatos, famous only for the Burial of that 


Prince. I alſo paſſed over the Ruins of C- 
nion, famous for a Temple of the Jews, 
which ſtood three hundred and forty three 
Years. This Town is much more deſtroyed 
than that of Bubaſtus, where I found ſome 
fine remains of a Temple of Diana. Tani, 
Abaſis, Thyphon, Famaſia, and Caſium where 
Pompey was murder'd, are in a —_— 

„ ;0N- 
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| Condition, as is alſo the Caſtle belonging to 
this laſt Place, which is upon the Sea-ſhore, 
and as much run to ruin as the Temple of 
Jupiter Caſius, which is but a League diſtant 
from it. In theſe Parts I alſo ſaw the Tomb, 
in which were buried the Entrails of King 
Baldwin, Brother to Godfrey of Jeruſalem. 
The Caſtle of Thebatum, of which St. Je- 
vom makes mention, is run to nothing; nor 
is there much left of the Towns of Pacafa, 
Thous, Pharbætus, and Phacuſſa, which were 
formerly Biſhopricks. In theſe Parts it was 
that King Baldwin nude himſelf famous for 
more than one Exploit. I have allo been in 
ſearch of ſeveral other famous Monuments, 
but they no where ſubſiſt now but in Hiſtory. 
| viſited the Lake of Charquza, which bears 
the Name of that Province that lies on the 
Eaſt of Damiata: I ſpoke of my Sulpicions to 
my Antiquarian, who did not contradict me, 
but allow'd it to be probable, that this Lake, 
which is alſo called Barathrune, might be 
the old Lake Syrbon, by which, according to 
the Accounts of Strabo and Diodorus, ſeveral 
Armies periſhed. I made my Guides bribe. 
the Guards, who ſuffer no Body to approach 
it; theſe are rude Arabians, whoſe infatua- 
tion for hidden Treaſures and Superſtition are 
much more to be feared than their Launces 
and Scimitars- The Cophtes, who are ſpread 
up and down in theſe Parts as they are 25 
. D 3 where 
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where in Egypt, loaded me with Honours 


7 and Friendſhip. Five or Six of theſe good 


People conducted me to another Lake which 
is ſcarce known ; its Water is freſh, and 'tis at 
about four Days Journey from Grand Cairo: 
Its length is a Days Journey, and the End 
of it reaches pretty near Suez. Tis this 
Lake which ſucceeded to the antient Chan- 
nel Plolomæus, which rifing from the Nl: 
reached Suez, and which Length of Time, 


joined to the neglect of the Turks, has almoſt 


filled and levelled. In Summer there are 


large Meadows on each ſide of it, covered 
with immenſe Flocks of Sheep, Goats, and. 
Buffloes. Every Year the Nile ſupplies it 


with Water, which then ſwells it and makes 
it above a League, ſometimes full two 
Leagues broad; but theſe Waters falling in 
the Spring and Summer, thoſe beautiful Mea- 


_ dows appear in the room of it, and the Lake 
is not above five hundred Paces over; I 


ſhould: have been glad to have ſeen it at that 


Time. They were fiſhing there, and in an 


Hours Time caught ſome Loads of Fiſhes ; 


this was about Noon; but in the Night-time, 


eſpecially if it be fine Weather, their 
Draughts are much larger; and Fiſh are fo 
plenty here, that an infinite number of Vil 
lages are always ſupplied from hence. This 


Precious Lake is in a fruitful Vale they call 
Chelb, juſt at the Entrance of the ſand Hills 


which 
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| which part the Provinces of Charquia and Ca- 
| houbi; the Arabians who inhabit it are called 
Elaid; I found them very human, not- 
withſtanding the frightful Deſcriptions that I 
had heard of 'em. Had I ſeen nothing but 
this Lake and the Vale of Cheb, whether I 
had reſpect to antient or modern Beauties, I 
ſhould not in the leaſt regret either the Trou- 
ble or Charges of my Travels. I am now 
returned to Alexandria, and find that City 
as melancholy and as ruinous as 1 left it. 
As I had neglected viſiting the Cells in 
which the Seventy were aſſembled to tran- 
{late the Bible into Greek, which before that 
Time was only in the Hebrew Tongue, I 
went now to make amends for it, the Peo- 
ple of the Country looking upon ſuch a Neg- 
let as the greateſt Affront. In a few Days 
I intend to proceed towards Grand Cairo, 
from whence doubtleſs I ſhall have ſeveral 
fine Things to write to you ; mean while I 
maſt. ſay ſomething to you of the Trade, 
which viſibly diminiſhes in this Sea Port as 
well as in all others of the Eaſt. The Number 
of ſtrange Ships which are perpetually trading 
with our Colours in the Seas of the Levant, 
join'd to the ſmall Capacities and large Ava- 

rice of our Conſuls, are the chief Cauſe of 
it, Were you to ſee theſe ignoble Magiſ- 
trates, you would think that it was deſfign'd 
to give thoſe Employments, which in them- 
| D 4 ſelves 
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ſelves are very honourable and profitable, to 
the moſt worthleſs Fellows in the Nation. 

I cannot give you a juſt Idea of the Trade 
of Egypt; the vat Revolutions which the 
European Merchandizes are liable to there, 
as are alſo thoſe brought from thence, 

make it impoſſible. I' however begin 


by the Manner of Book-keeping. The 


Cuſtom of the Country obliges to reckon 
by Piafters, ſuppoſed to be worth thirty 
three Medines each ; though this is an ima- 
Binary Money not current in Trade, and to 
be found only in their Accounts. The Spe- 
cie moſt in uſe are Spaniſh and Mexican 
Pieces of Fight, the Zechins Genzerljs, 1 

Coin of that Country, the Medines or Pa- 
ras, and the Ferles, eight of which go to a 
Meine; the Spaniſh Piece of Eight is by 
the Prince fixed at ſixty Medines, and the 
Zechin Genzerlis at a hundred and ſeven; 
but in change you may get more for the one 


and the other, which is uſually attributed | 


either to the Quantity of the leſſer Pieces 
which are very plenty in that Country, or 
elſe to the Matter of which they are made, 
which is neither s, nor fine. 

We may look upon Spaniſh Piſtoler and 
Pomugneſe Moidores as a Merchandize here, 
their Price riſing and falling as they are more 


or leſs willed": at the Mint; for all the Uſe 


| Fhar's $ made of them, is melting ens down 
| | again 
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| again and coining them into Zechins. The 
| Piſtoles however are generally worth two 
hundred and fifty Paras, and the Moidores 
about four hundred and ſixty. 1 

The European Merchand izes which are 
moſt conſumed in that Country, are French 
and Engliſh Cloths, Braſs-works, Pewter, 
Cocheneal, Cloves, Wire, Tin-plates, Co- 
ral, Nutmegs, Epica Seltica, and Paper; the 
Price of theſe Goods are never fixd. The 
Commodities which are the Growth of that 
Country, are Hides of all Kinds and Quali- 
ties, Pieces half Linnen and half Cotton. 
At Cairo too they make ſome Linnens, and at 

Damiata alſo ; but in this laſt Place they ge- 
| nerally weave ſtripes of Silk amongſt them, 
which makes them worth about as much 
Again as the others. 

Up in the Country too we find ſpun Cot- 
tons, which are bought at Cairo, and brought 
for Exportation down to Roſetto. At Alexan- 
dria too you meet with Sal Armoniacum. 

From Hyeman, by way of Gidda, they 
bring the Coffee which we buy at Cairo; 
but this is now a prohibited Trade. By way 
of Giada too they bring Myrrh, Frankinſence, 
Aloes, Cunioma, and a great many other 
Drugs which I do not know, and ſome too 
which are of no Service in Europe. Gum 
Arabick, Tamarandi, Elephants Teeth, Gc. 
are brought to our Merchants by Carayans 
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of Negroes who dwell on the Confines of 


Ethiopia, Sena and Saffron are alſo the Pro- 
duct of that Country; theſe are properly 


their Crops; the Saffron Harveſt begins in 
the Month of June, that of Sena holds all 


the Year round, 

This is all that I can at preſent diſcover 
of the Levantine Trade; I ſhall for the Fu- 
ture enter as far into Particulars as poſſible, | 
as well to content your Curioſity, as to ſatiſ- 
fy my own. | 
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LETTER X. 


Grand Cairo, March 14, 1721. | 


T is near three Weeks ſince my Arrival 
at Grand Cairo, where, as yet, I have 
not had leiſure to be tired of the Place. I | 
paſs'd from Alexandria to Roſetto in a Cerma, 
which is a ſmall Veſſel flat and open. They 


tell us the Paſſage is ſomewhat dangerous; | 


but I very happily croſs'd the Boucas, which | 
are the Entries into the Nile. The Mouth | 


of this River is a Sight of much greater Cu- 


rioſity than is that of two Caſtles which are | 
built to defend it, but are themſelves de- | 


fenceleſs. From theſe Caſtles I coaſted along | 


the | 


97 2 
the Country, and the Gardens in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Roſetto, the Proſpect whereof 
is very delightful. When I came to Roſetto 
I hid a Mage, which is another of that 
Country Veſſels, in which I again came up 


the Nile, the Banks whereof have nothing 


very remarkable: The one Side is, in a Man- 
ner, a perfect Deſart; and the other, the 
Surface of which is cover'd with great Num- 
bers of Palms and Fir-Trees, ſeem'd tole- 
rably well cultivated. We pals by the Point 
of the Ifland which forms the Delta, where 
we leave an Arm of the Ale which goes to 
Damiata: This is the Way 1 took in going 
to and coming from the Charquia. I had 
on Board my Embarcation the Abbot of a 
{mall Greek Monaſtery, who paſſes for a Per- 
ſon of great Learning, and who, I believe, 
had no Brewiary with him; but inſtead there- 
of he had a Homer very much us'd, and a 
Puintus Curtius quite new, which induced 
me to conclude, that he had Recourſe to the 
former, and little regarded the other: Nay, 
he pretended, and even offer'd to prove from 
authentick Manuſcripts, That Quintus Curtius 
had given no other than a Romance of Alex- 
anders Life: That, for Example, on ſome Oc- 
caſions he exalts that Prince, and that in ſome 
Meafure he degrades him in others no leſs 
luppoſititious. He would needs have Alex- 
anders Father to have been Nectenabo the 

| | Magus, 
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Magus, who, after having reign'd ſome 
Time in Egypt, fled, for Sanctuary to King 
_ Philip's Court, where he fell in Love with 
Olympias, who treated him like a good and 
generous Princeſs, as in effect ſhe was. 
I came a-Shore with my learned Abbot, 
with whom J parted at Boulac, a very confi- 
derable Town: It is. no more than half a 
League diſtant from Grand Cairo, into which 
City I enter d by the Bridge of a Canal 
which they call Kalzs : This Canal is filled 
only by the Water wherewith the Nile year- 
ly turniſhes it. To reach the Franks Quarter 
I pais'd through eight or ten very long and 
yery narrow Streets, which are ſaid to be 
always crouded with an infinite Multitude 
of People in perpetual Motion. Our Tra- 
ders are quarter'd neither decently nor com- 
modiouſly ; but the French Conſul has there 
a conſiderably large Houſe. Our preſent 
Conſul is Monſieur Le Maire, who officiates 
with more Honour than Profit ; notwithſtand- 
ing the Poſt is very good: But the poor Gen- 
tleman, who is not over happy in Children, 
is fleeced and plunder'd by his whole Fa- 
mily. z VV 
There are few great Cities ſo melancholy 
and diſagreeable as this: If it was beautiful 
and pleaſant when the Sultans of Egypt made 
it their Reſidence, it is now far different 
tom what it was in thoſe Diys. Its Su- 
RR 91: burbs 
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bur bs, c. are of avaſt Extent ; but Cairo 
ſelf, well examin'd; as to its juſt Circum- 
| ference; is not much bigger tllan Paris. It 
is computed to contain near five millions of 
lnhabieants; and in it are reckon'd two thou- 
ſand Moſques: The Outſide of the principal 
one appears to me magnificent. Trade there 
daily diminiſhes, by "reaſon that we draw 
| from India the Commodities which we for- 
| merly fought for only in its Magatihes;- The 
Caſtle where the Baſha reſi des; though very 
much neglected; is ſtill exceeding beautiful: 

The ſmall Remains there are f Painting 
and Architecture, ſhew us à fine Patterii of 
| the Magnificence of the Princes who built it. 
| The Pfoſpect of this Caſtle, which com- 
mands the City, over the Mile and the cit 
cumicent Cong exquiſite. Many Egyf- 
| ans, without the Teſtimony -of- any un 
Tradition, believe, that the Caſtle of which 
| have been ſpeaking, was the Palace of Jo- 
| ſeph: They there ſhew us his Granaries, and 
the Hall Wherein they will fieeds have that 
he uſed to give Audience. But, as the Ori- 
ginal of Grand Cairo, which certainly was 
built only from the Ruins of the Egyptian 
Babylon, and even out of a Part of thoſe of 
Memphis, is conſiderably more modern than 
that Patriarch, I intreated thoſe Gentlemen; 
the Inhabitants of Grand Cairo, to take it in 


_ Parts: that-I.could not e allo Foſeph to 
have 
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have been the Founder of that their princi 
pal Edifice: What is really Fact, is, that the 
Well which bears the Name of that bleſſed 
Patriarch is really worth ſeeing, It is dug down 
through, the Rock, and may be about forty 


Fathoms deep: Its Mouth, which is four fa. 
thomas ſquare, continues of the ſame Width | 


to the very Bottom. We deſcend to it by 
A, Stair cafe about nine or ten Foot broad, 
the Steps of which are ſo commodious, that 


.Oxen go down and come up with the great. 
eſt Bae T8 Form of this Well is 
all People walk round it. In the | 


ſquare; and 
Tour they make round its four Fronts, in 


each are to be found two Openings, which 


4 - 


ry 
- 


give Light to the Stair-caſe. One can go 
no farther than half Way down the Well 


where we meet with Oxen drawing up the | 


Water into a Relervatoryy from whence other 
Oxen above cauſe the ſame Water to aſcend 


into another Receptacle in order to - diſtri- | 


* 


I have been to ſee the Pyramids erected 


at four Leagues diſtance from Grand Cai, 


and half a League from the Nile, by the an- 
tient Kings of, Egypt. Theſe Edifices are 


counted among the Wonders of the World. 


Herodotus, and ſeveral other Authors write, 
that two hundred and twenty thouſand 
Men were for twenty Tears employed in 
building the firſt of them, by order A King 
572 a | mi, 
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| Cham, or Chreſomis, Each of its ſquare 
Fronts, at the Bottom, is of above two hun- 
dred Fathoms, and its Height is eighth Hun- 
| dred Foot. The ſecond, which is ſuppos'd 
to have been erected by King Chæops, a Prince 
W wholly unworthy of the Throne, is not ſo 

| conſiderable: And the third, which without 
being aſſur'd of it, they attribute to the 
Courteſan Rhodope, is a Diminutive of the 
other two. The firſt is only to be enter'd, 
by reaſon that the Prince who built it, as not 
being thought worthy the Honour even of 
Burial, was not there depoſited ; and for this 
very Reafon the, Entrance was not clos'd up. 
was very much afraid of being ſuffocated 
in that diſmal: Labyrinth, into which I have 
made a folemn Promiſe neyer in my Life 
again, to enter. One is obliged to clamber 
up to it with abundance of trouble, and no 
ſmall appearance of breaking one's Neck at 
the leaſt falſe Step, After many Difficulties, 
we meet with an Apartment of twelve 
Paces long, ſix broad, and about twenty 
Foot high. Nine large Stones, of four Foot 
in breadth, which cover this Chamber, reſt 
95 two Walls, the Inſide of which is of a 
black Granite, Marble, perfectly well pe- 
lh d, and exquilitely join d. On the Floor 
we meet with a Tomb quitę empty: In the 
Inſide it. is ſeven Foot Tong, three broad, near 
four deep, and five Inches thick, 4 A 
a | ark- 
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pl og but without any Redneſs, Face ive- 
* 


jard, and, when ſtruck upon, ſounds like 
4 Fell. As for the reſt, 59 there is not a 
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bious, were we not infor d ol it by the 
moſt authentick Authors. The Egyptian Ba- 


bylon, which was oppoſite to it,” has not been 


better 


dark-g gray Stone, ſome what reſembling Por- 


W K „ ned 


— — 2 — . - — — 


— ———— —: ee tones 


e, 


better preſerr d. A wretched Antiquary 
would fain have palm'd upon me, that a cer- 
tain miſerable, decay d Tenement, which he 
deſir d us to take Notice of, was the very 
identical Houſe where St. Peter wrote his 
Firſt Epiſtle. | 

Before we enter'd the Remnants of Mem- 
phis we paſs d a hollow Way, which is ſome- 
times fall of Water, and not to be croſs'd 
without Boats: It is then a Rivulet, which 
was the pretended River of the fabulous 
Charon, ſaid to be the Pilot of a Boat they 


cal'd Barris, wherein People paſs'd oyer from 


Memphis to interr the Bodies of Perſons of 
Conſideration, in a certain Grove or Thicket; 
the Mouths of which Defuncts they were ac- 
cuſtom'd to fill with Pieces of Money, ac- 
cording to the Ability or Circumſtances of 
the Parties Executors. | 

At Grand Cairo they make very good Car- 
pets : As for other Manufactures there are 
ſcarce any of much Value. The Miſſionary 
| Father Siccard, a Jeſuit, is there held in high 
| Eſtimation: He is one of the moſt learn- 
ed Religious that have enlightned the Eaſt 
| ior many Years. He is no better accom- 
modated at his Houſe than are the Capuchins 
and Recolets in their reſpective Hoſpitals; but 
s to the reſt, all the Religious there are ve- 
iy much at their Liberty. | 
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I frequently viſit a certain Emir, who of 
all the Arabian Noblemen J ever met with, 
is the beſt made, the moſt gallant, and the 
moſt honourable. He entertains me both in 
Town and Country, and has expreſs'd hin- 
ſelf to be no leſs pleas d with my Liquors 
than I was with his Cyprus and Caſtrevan 
Wines, of which he drinks prodigious Quan- 
tities. His Apartments are as fine, and as 
well furniſh'd as they well can be in Turk): 
He maintains three thouſand Men, fifty Wives 
or Miſtreſſes, and a conſiderable number of 
Slaves. Four Days ſince J accompanied him 


to the Camp of another Emir, who receiv'd 


him with abundance of Ceremony : We 
ſtay'd there two Days, which I thought very 
ſhort. The Manner of Living of thele 
Emirs, and of their Vaſlals, is extreamly | 
ſingular: The firſt are Perſons of the higheſt 
Rank and Quality, generally very powerful, 
who entertain as many Horſe as their Capa- 
city will permit. The Groſs of their Troops 


are continually encamp'd, ready to be at the 


Heels of the Caravans which go to, or re- 
turn from Mecca and Perſia. The greateſt 
Part of theſe Emirs are paid for convoying 
thoſe Caravans, which the other Arabs never 
fail of attacking, and of pillaging without 
Mercy when they can get the Maſtery. What 
Turn ſoe ver Matters take, they are ſure ſtill 
to be Gainers, and at the End of their Cam- 
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paign, they go to repoſe themſelves under 
the Shade of their Laurel-Trees in the Ci- 
ties or Towns of their Reſidence, into which 
they never enter but well arm'd and guard- 
ed; for they are leſs ſecure within their own 
Palaces than any where elſe. That Emir 
whom I have been mentioning, has every 


| now and then a Scuffle with the Baſba of 


Cairo, who is continually laying Snares for 


him, from which he would never be able to 


diſengage himſelf, without leaving behind 


him either his Treaſure or Life, ſhould he 


be ſo unfortunate as to be {urpriz'd. He, ne- 


vertheleſs, makes his Court to the Baſha, go- 


ing regularly enough to the Caſtle; but ever 
ſo well accompanied, that he is, as it were, 


ſure of not being laid hold on: Theſe Pre- 
cautions are likewiſe taken by all the other 


Emirs, when they are under the like Appre- 
henſions. Their Light-Horſe ſcour the Coun- 
try, moſt humanely ſtripping and plundering 
ſuch Travellers as fall in their Way: But, 
notwithſtanding their whole Subſiſtence is by 


Theft and Rapine, there are no People in the 


Univerſe who exerciſe Hoſpitality with ſq 
much Generoſity, or more Fidelity, than do 


the Arabs in general. All Travellers, be 


they of what Nation or Belief ſoever, who 
put themſelves under their Protection, or go 
to vit them, are in the utmoſt Security: They 


aſt their Gueſts by Turns, look on then 
ʒu,, with 
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with Pleaſure, and part with them not with- 


out Reluctance. 
It rains in Egypt but very ſeldom; and fo 


the Soil, which yields its Fruits in the great- 
eſt Abundance, owes its Fecundity to no- 


thing but to the over-flowing of the Nile, 
which regularly waters it every Summer. 
This famous Kiver, however, is not in all 
Years equally liberal of its Water; and the 
Inhabitants remark that their Fields will be 
more or leſs fertile, according as the River 
overflows its Banks more or leſs. They eat 
at Cairo good Figs, and excellent Paſiignes, 
which are Water-Melons: Other Fruits do not 


there thrive fo well. The Gardens are full of | 


Orang e, and other large Trees, particularly 
thoſe n which grows the Caſſia: There are in 
them 19me fine Flowers; but the whole is no- 


thing | ut Confuſion, planted after the Turkſp 


Manner, without good Order or Deſign. 
The Country is cover'd with a kind of 
Ruſhes, which the Antients us'd inſtead of 
Paper : This Paper was made of the Coat 
of theſe Ruſhes cut in Slips, and glew'd or 
paſted croſs-ways over each other. It is in 
this Sort of Paper the only Books the Egyp- 
tans have, which we are the beſt able to de- 
cypher, are written. Wood is extremely 


ſcarce in Egypt; and Wine is ſtill ſcarcer: Yet 


for all that, one might live there agreeably 
enough, were the Air leſs infected. The 
1 SD Com- 
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Commodities there to be found, are Wheat, 
Barley, Rice, Dates, Sugar, Caſſia, Sena, Lea- 
ther, Saffron, Flax, Linnen, Coffee, and an 
excellent Balm, which, were it cheaper and 
leſs rare, would reduce to Poverty a Multi- 
tude of Phyſicians. | 5 
Though the Egyptians have not had ſuch 
great Warriors as Greece and Rome may have 
produced, yet it is well known that their 
Climate has nouriſh'd ſome illuſtrious Lea- 
ders. Theſe People are, at this Day, the 
| very ſame they formerly were, vis. dex- 
| trous, crafty, ingenious, pleaſant, couragi- 
ous, but exceſſively flotbful, and ſurprizing- 
ly ſuperſtitious. It was in their Country 
that the Sciences flouriſh'd more than in any 
other: Homer, Lycurgus, Democritus, Selon, 
Plato, Pythagoras, Eudoxius, Ariſtotle, and ſo 
many others of the moſt remote Nations, un- 
dertook the Voyage to Egypt, in order to 
conſult the Prieſts of that Kingdom, who 
alone were pofleſs'd of the contemplative 
Sciences: They in all Ages taught Arithme- 
tick and Geometry, to which they in parti- 
cular ſtrictly apply'd themſelves: Others of 
their learned Men gave themſelves to the 
Study of Aſtronomy, Aſtrology, Mulick, 
Pharmacy, and Phyſick, I mean the Know- 
ledge of Simples: And they are even re- 
puted the Inventors of all the Sciences. 
The Years, among the antient Egyptians, 
8 7 


. 
were only Lunar; afterwards of two Months, 
and then of four; which confounds all the 
Computations which we endeavour to make 
concerning the Length or Shortneſs of the 
Reigns of their primitive Kings: I doubt 
not but that thoſe who maintain'd that the E- 


of it. 1 : 

| There are near fiſty Families in Egypt who 
know no Law but that of Nature, which 
Dh - they 


| „ 
they call the Law of God; becauſe the 
Creator, ſay they, gave it to Abraham, from 
* whom they pretend to be deſcended. Theſe 
| are the only truly learned Men which are to 
be found in the Levant, where they are ex- 


tremely honour'd and reſpected. They lead 


4 pleaſant and peaceable Lite, neither tra- 
yelling nor minding Commerce: They un- 
derſtand Muſick and Phyſick; ſtudy Aſtrono- 
my with Succeſs: They have their Hours 
for Speculation, and for manual Occupa- 
tions, which they employ as beſt they 
can: Their Wives and Daughters, ſeldom 
idle, for their Parts work in Embroidery, for 
which the Sultanas never fail to give Earneſt. 
They never take to Wife ſtrange Women, 
that is to ſay, thoſe which are not of their 
own Families; ſo that the Blood is always 
kept uncorrupted, and their Intereſt is ever 
the ſame. None praQtiſe Hoſpitality with ſo 
good a Grace as do thoſe generous People, 
who, as they affirm, have never varied either 
in their Principles, or their Sentiments, 
They, in a Manner, perpetually read the Sa- 


cred Writs which contain the Hiſtory of the 


World's Creation: It was, according to 


them, upon this Book that Moſes rely'd, and 


regulated his Method in compoſing Geneſis, 


This Sacred Hiſtory is nothing near ſo copi- 
ous as theirs; which is alſo the chief Re- 


proach they make, upon this Subject, to the 
E 4 Le- 
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it, was no more known than was the Ser- 


the Angels Rebellion, or their Condemna- 
tion: That Jacob, and his Poſterity, no lels 
learned in what had been tranſacted before 
the Levity and Frailty of the firſt Woman. 


Age of the World has eſcap'd them; ſo much 
the rather, becauſe, immediately after the 


Book, which is much more ancient than | 


Deluge; but far from authorizing him to. 


Legiſlator, pretending, That as he never ſaw 
any other Authority than theirs, he ought 
not to have retrench'd any Thing from it, 
and {till much leſs to have introduced Facts 
which they ſo abſolutely look upon to be 
ſuppoſititious, that they call the Hiſtory of the 
Old Teſtament, the Myſtical Romance of Mi 
ſes. They maintain, That none but he could 
ever poſſibly have form'd an Idea of the Fall 
of the Angels, which, before he mention'd 


pent's Eloquence : That Abraham, who was 
acquainted with the whole Hiſtory of his Fa- 
mily, from the very Original, and taught it 
to his Children, never told them of either 


their Time, ſaid not one Syllable concerning 
In a Word, they will needs have it, That 
hot a Tittle of what paſs'd in the primitive 


Invention of Letters, their firſt Care was to 
compole and write their Scriptures in the 
Preſence of all the Elders and moſt conſi 
derable Men of their Nation: That this 


Moſes, taught him, That there was a great 
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give out that it was univerſal, it informs the 
Reader of the Foundation of ſeveral King- 
doms, where the Waters never reach'd, and 
from whence ſuch a Multiplicity of Nations 
deduce their Original. They agree, That 
abundance of the People were polluted and 
corrupted with an abominable Vice, for 
| which Sodom, Gomorrah, and ſeveral other 
| Cities, were deſtroyed by an Earthquake. 
| But all we ſay concerning the Circumſtances 
ol the Ruin of thoſe Cities, they look upon 
| to be as much a Fiction as all the reſt which 
is not to be met with in their Scripture. 
They are not ignorant of Pharaoh's Aſtoniſh- 
ment at all the wonderful Things which 
| Moſes did in his Preſence; but all thoſe 
| Wonders, if we may venture to believe 
| them, were no other than rare and cutious 
| Phyſical Performances; and they hold him to 
have been the ableſt Phyſician, and the moſt 
expert Chymiſt that ever yet has appear'd: 
In a Word, they take him for a Prodigy. 
They do not regard him as a Prophet ; but 
they compare him to the Chineſe Legiſlator, 
| whoſe Memory they highly venerate. Nor 
| have they leſs Veneration for Jeſus Chriſt, 
| whoſe Law they accuſe us with having cor- 
rupted. They take us, in general, to be ig- 
norant ; and they are ſo unjuſt and partial in 
their Prejudice, that they ſpeak of the pri- 
mitive Fathers of the Church, as Men of 
either 
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either tlie groſſeſt Simplicity, or of very ill 
Principles. There is nothing, ſay they, 
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in the Morals of your Prophet but what 
is very reaſonable and moſt pure; but if 


you regard him as a Deity, notwithſtand- 
ing he never gave himſelf out for ſuch, it 
is an Exceſs of Preſumption in you to ſuf- WW 


fer Mortals to new modelize the Law 
which was left you by your God, whom 


you make to ſpeak Things which you are 


very conſcious never proceeded from his 
Mouth. By what Authority is it, that 
a danm an Infinity of Nations who 

now little, or rather nothing, of yau; 
and not only them, but, likewiſe, ſuch 
of your own Brethren who oppoſe the In- 


novations which you have introduced, and 


daily continue to introduce into your Dog- 
ma's, and into your Worſhip? Do not 
ou 8 yourſelves before your Higb- 
rieſt, who may, very probably, be 2 
moſt infamous and wicked Perſon © Un- 
der Pretence of yielding to his Deciſions 


a chimerical Infallibility, do you not render 


him Honours due alone to the great Being 
of all Beings? You deplore, ſay you, the 


Blindneſs of the Pagans and Idolaters : Ab! 
What Signification, what Meaning have | 


all the Feſtivals which you inſtitute and 
celebrate in Honour of your Saints, whole 


Portraits, Buſts, and Images, are the chief 


« Orn- 


* . 

| © Ornaments of your Temples? When the 
| © Almighty Creator vouchſafed to ſpeak to 
| © our Fore-fathers, He ſaid nothing to them 
a but what all Mankind, equally, might 
| © comprehend. He gave them a Law which 
| © every one ought, and was able to follow: 


WF « But He never told them that there were 


| © three Perſons in the God-head, which, to 
| © make ſhort of the Matter, you re-unite 
| © into One and the ſame Subſtance! Why 
| © do you, of a Thing moſt natural and eaſy 
| * to be underſtood, chuſe to form an incom- 
| © prehenſible Myſtery 2 What Credit have 


| © you with, or what Power over the S of 
| © your God, that you can, whenever you 
| © pleaſe, incorporate Him into a Bit of 


| © Dough? After what Manner is it you treat 
Cod the Father, whom you paint out as an 
© unjuſt and cruel Being, who ſaves one and 
* damns another, becauſe it is His good 
* Pleaſure ſo to do? It is ſeveral Ages that 
| © you have been endeavouring to explain 
| © your Myſtery of Trace; you are inceſſantly 
* talking of it without knowing what you 
* would be at, or ever bringing it to a Pe- 
* riod. All theſe Diſputes certainly lead 
* you (if they have not already ſo done) into 
the Sentiments of Pyrrhon, who was the 
* moſt extraordinary, moſt irregular, and 
* moſt unreaſonable of all the Philoſophers. 
Lou were ſo imprudent as to ſend into 


« China 
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&« China learned Men, of different Parties 
« and Perſuaſions, to convert, as you pre- 
tend, the Chineſe- We are not ignorant, 
[1 e that the firſt Steps taken by thoſe your 
[| « Apoſiles were Acts of Hoſtility againſt 
« each other: They began with bitter In. 
<« vectives, exclaiming againſt one another 
* after ſo ſtrange a Manner, that all honeſt 
People, who heard of their unaccountable 
Conduct, were utterly {candaliz'd thereat; 
* and the worſt of all is, that the Faction 
© which carried the Day againſt their Com- 
<« petitors owe their Advantage to nothing 
« but their Weakneſs in Deifying Cufucius, 
and to a hundred other Strokes of Poli- 
e ticks, of which People who hold their 
* Religion to be the only good one, ought 
© not, by any Means, to have been guilty. 

„ Believe us! add they; Let us, with 
ce our whole Heart, adore the Supreme E- 
ce fence: Let us faithfully ſerve Him, and 
none but Him: Let us love our Neigh- 
e bour as we deſire to be belov'd by him: 
| « By doing this, we ſhall aſſured ly be hap: |} 
10 e pier in this Life, and we cannot poſſibly 
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fl; « fare the worſe for it in the next, ſuppoſing 
| « that there actually is an Eternity. This 
Li ce Syſtem of the Immortality of our Souls, 
| ö « js not ſo ancient, as it appears to us to be 


| c rational and confolatory : But as our molt 


l! * holy Patriarchs never made the leaſt Men- 
hit | 8 tion 


I] 


| « tion thereof; and as Moſes himſelf, whom 
you hold to have been the Oracle of the 
| © Moſt High, tells us nothing of it, both 
„ you, and we, have much more Intereſt to 
| « flatter ourſelves with the Hopes of it, 
| © than we are able to find Proofs to convince 
| © us of its Reality.“ EY 
| Theſe (or in Words, very much like theſe) 
are the Arguments of the ſmall Number of 
| thoſe Sages with whom we converſe in Egypt. 
What Joy would it be to the Church, if 
| People of ſuch honeſt and laudable Morals, 
| 25 to the World, could be induced to be 
withdrawn from their Darkneſs by the Light 
| of the Goſpe]! TT; 
| If the Fews who live in the Levant are 
more Blame-worthy than thoſe Abrahamiſts, 
| yet ſome honeſt Men are to be found among 
| them. They attack neither the Actions nor 
the Morals of Jeſus Chriſt: But they wage 
| War againſt our Worſhip, and our moſt ſa— 
| cred Myſteries, with the ſame Weapons as 
do thele Egyptians, They maintain, That 
our Authors artfully impoſe on us many 
Things which are very noxious to us, and in 
which they diſagree from us; and that we 
teign ourſelves ignorant of all that Jeſus 
| Chriſt did from his twelfth to his thirtieth 
Year, in order to conceal that Chaſm under 
| 4 myſterious Veil, not very difficult to be 


ken through, ſince he may be traced _ 
the 


[ 79 ] 
the very Day of his. Birth to that of hi 
Death. With little Foundation enough, 


they aſſure us, That the four Goſpels, where. 
of we are poſleſs'd, are no other than 2 


Complication of twenty four others, from | 


which we have ſubtracted all that we were 


not diſpoſed to ſuffer to appear in the Light, | 


They will have it, That we have not tran- 
ſlated the Bible with abundance of Exact. 
neſs; nay ſeem to believe, that we have not 


explain'd the Texc with Fidelity. They af. 


firm, That Jeſus of Nazareth never once 


ſaid he was God; and that, had it not been 


for the Credit of the Emperor Conſtantine, 
He, perhaps, had never paſs'd for ſuch. They 
neither know, nor believe that he deſerv'd 
to ſuffer Death : But they hold, That their 
Fore-fathers took away his Life merely in 
Compliance with the Injunction of Moſe,, 
who, in the thirteenth Chapter of Deutero- 
nom), exhorts and injoins them to put to 
Death all who would ſet up for Prophets, and 


_ deſtroy their Law. 


Theſe Words they make applicable to tie 
Son of God, and thus they diſown the Saui 
our of the World! Let us lament ther 


Blindneſs ; and ſtill more the Unhappineſs of 


their Children, who deplorably inherit the 
Iniquity of their Parents. May the Ar. 
mighty ſhew them His Mercy; as likewile 

. to 
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oo]. 
to You, and Me, who ſtand in very great 
Need thereof. | 


LETTER WM 


Feruſalem, June 3. 1721. 
] Was heartily tired in my Journey from 


Grand Cairo to Aleppo. Before I could 


reach thither I travers d Plains and Deſarts 
quite parch'd up, and ſcarcely inhabited. I. 
however, made ſhift to get a Lodging every 
Night in the Villages, where the Sherkhs, who 
ae in a Manner the Owners, gave me the 
beſt Reception they were able. I was 
eighteen Days in travelling to Aleppo, which 
is the moſt conſiderable City in Syria. There 
is Probability enough that it was the antient 
Hieropolis, whoſe Archbiſhop, in former 
Times, was Suffragan to the Patriarch of 
Antioch, It is commodiouſly enough ſituated 
between Alexandretta and the Euphrates, and 


built upon four Hillocks. The Caſtle, which 


is not very ill kept, ſtands on the higheſt of 
them, in the Middle of the City, which 
may be about eight Miles in Circuit. It is 
rather populous than well built; but the 
Houſes are richly furniſh'd, and the gy” of 
a em 
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them are curiouſly wrought. There are 3 
hundred Moſques, or thereabouts, whereof 1 
am told that three or four, cover'd with 
Lead, are much more ſumptuous than the 
reſt, The ſmall Kiver Cha, which runs by 
the Town, affords few Fiſh; but, in Ex- 
change, it waters abundance of Gardens, 
Ge. which produce excellent Melons. The 
Franks divert themſelves with walking on a 
moſt agreeable little Hill, a Quarter of a 
League diſtant from the City. Aleppo is 


vaſtly rich, and a Place of very great Traf- 


fick. The Armenians, Perſians, and other 
Eaſtern People, ſend thither Jewels, Silks, 
Spice, and all other precious Commodities 
from Aſia. The French, Engliſh, Hollander, 
Venetians, and Genoeſe, bring to that Mart 
Furrs, Cloth, the richeſt Silks and Brocades, 
Iron and Lead. Had not the Portugueſe 
found out the Way by the Cape of Good- 
Hope, it is probable that Hleppo would have 
now been the moſt opulent City in the 
World. There is ſtill a Trade carried on of 
Camlets made of Goats-Hair, Balm, Eng- 
liſh. Salts, Galls and Soap. I believe that 
Traders from every Quarter of the Univerſe 
reſort to that Place. Each Nation, of all 
which the Engliſb are the moſt numerous, has 
there its reſpective Conſul. Ours preſented 
me to the Baſha, who is the moſt graceful 
Muſſulman J ever met with: He is m1 * 

| | Credit 


Credit at the Porte, through his Wife's Inte- 
reſt, who is the Grand 'Vizier's Niece. I 
accompanied this illuſtrious Turk to the Eu- 
phrates, the Banks whereof are no more cu- 
rious to be ſeen than are thoſe of the Ne. 
This*laſt River is far more cohſiderable and 
navigable than is the other, which is report- 
ed to be dangerous for Veſſels in ſome par- 
ticular Parts: of it. The Garriſon appear'd 
to me to be neither fine, ſtrong, nor well 
regulated. The Maronites, Greeks, Arme- 
mans, Facobites, and Catholicks have each their 
reſpective Church; and the Feſuits, Carme- 
liter, and Capuchins their Hoſpitals, which are 
not contemptible. The Air is not bad, nor 
is the circumjacent Country diſagreeable. 
. leſt Aleppo in Company of a good Number 
of. Traders of ſeveral Nations, who had Bu- 
{meſs at Hlexundretta. This City, call d 
Kundaroon by the Turks, is the moſt diſmal 
and worſt inhabited Town in the Levant, 
on Account of its unwholeſom Air, eſpe- 
-tigtly in Summer. It is fifty Miles from 
Aleppo, at the utmoſt Extremity of the Me- 
literraneun: The Port, which receives the 
Merchandize convey/d thither, is not incom- 
modious; and it is there that the European 
Chriſtians take their ordinary Walk. At about 
oo Pacès from the Town-Wall, I went 
to take a View of an ill-contriv'd Tower, on 
whick the Arms: of Godfrey of Bouillon are 
ie 1 ſtill 
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1 ſtill to be ſeen; it was undoubtedly built to 
| | defend the Cauſey, made through a filthy 
5 Marſh which infects the Air with its putrid 
Exhalations. 835 
I departed from Alexanaretta in a French 
Imbarcation bound to Tripoly in Syria, which 
is agreeably enough ſituated, about half a 
League from the Sea. It ſtands between 
two little Hills, one to the Eaſt, and the 
other to the Weſt, between the Sea and the 
Town, the Neighbourhood whereof would 
be extremely fine were it not ſo much neg- 
lected. We have been all over the Plain 
of FJeunia, that is to ſay, the Plain, by way 
of Excellence, which a conſiderable Num- 
ber of ſmall Rivers, or large Rivulets, ſel. 
dom or never dry, moſt deliciouſly moiſten 
with their Streams. Afterwards ] went to 
ſee a beautiful Aqueduct, built from one 
Mountain to another, and which having fit 
traversd a very pleaſant Valley, brings to 
the Town a Quantity of Water fully ſuff- 
_ cient for all its Neceſſities. Our Antiqus- 
ries do not fancy that this Aqueduct was 
built by Godfrey of Bouillon, tho it goes by 
the Name of The Prince's Bridge. The Con- 
vent of Belmont, diſtant two Leagues from 
Tripoly, is nothing the more beautiful for its 
having been founded by one of the Counts 
of that Name. In it I met about forty 
Greek Monks, all of them quite as _ 


[83] 


| and no leſs ignorant than they generally are 
| throughout Greece. One of theſe Religious, 
| whom we took to be in ſome Office in the 
Community, foon after returning my Vilit, 
came to me loaded with a Goat's Skin full of 
| Caſirevan Wine, which I found excellent; 
but it muſt be very moderately us d. 
From Tripoly I paſs d to Seyda in fifteen 
| Hours Navigation. Seyda, or Sidon, is a Ci- 
| ty of Phænicia in Syria, wherein the CHriſti- 
ant have three ſeparate Quarters or Diviſions, 
| the Chief of which is taken up by the French. 
Conful, and the Merchants of that Nation : 
| The Jeſuits, Capuchins and Cordeliers have a 


{mall Church at Seyda, where they are rather 


| plentifully provided for, than commodiouſly 


quarter d A Sangiaß, who is as Governor 
of the Place, and is a profeſs'd Enemy of the 
Chriſtians, officiates as Baſha in that City, 
which ſtands fituate by the Sea Side, North- 
ward of Tyre, The greateſt Trade there 
carried on confiſts in Cottons, Silks, and 
Orange-Flower Water. The Gardens; which 
ae in its Suburbs, are full of Orange, Date, 


| Tamarind, and Adam's Fig-Trees, which laſt 


bears a Fruit' very much reſembling a ſmall 

Cucumber, fomewhat yellowiſh, whoſe Sa- 

your fſeem'd to me extremely infipid : Its 

Leaves are fix Foot long and two broad. 

The Country near it abounds with innume- 

ble White-Mulberry-Trees, the Leaves 
1 


8 wWhereof 


— —— 


G DE 7 >. 
IS Fs 
— 


head eee e 


— 


— MD 
—————— 


—_— 


* ** "ou 
I - * 
r —2—————— 
1 7 6 = BI 


'3 
| | b 
1 
* 
1 
. l 


T1 
o 7 
1 
. 
* 
1 
| FB 
01 
1 
: N a4 
© = 
1 
- k * 
5 
. 
1 
\ l 
i 1 
1 
oy 
FF. 
2 o5 1 
>; : 
: £1 
= = 
i - WI 
” 
+. 7 
” 
! 
- a1 
* BY 

+ FRY 
i 4% [ 
b 14 2 %Y 

a by is 
i 4 = 

1 4 
1 1 

* 3 

4 G "#3 
» Iu» br | 
F oo % 

» 7 
1 — 

} £ 
138 3 
— 0 
1 

$1 4 
1 5 

16 \ 

* 33] 2 
14 
11 3: 
: Ft 

F © — 

1 

LS 2 KR i 

* by 
— - * f 
: 2 I [5 
| &% ; 

. N 13s 
e 
4 * þ 
14 i 
1 
11 | 
: Þ 
: & 4 
x 8 K 

1 $ 

4 
33. 
2 

2 1 ; 4 

19 

1 ay N 

{ 187 

: 7 

1 

1 . G 

: 8&5 F 

= = : 
"* Bi: © 
. 
— 8 
+21 of : 
| 
. i 4 
9 ' 

1 0 1 
— 11 wi 

" 8 ns is 
S713 23 
1 i 

ae? þ . _ 

1 1 
1 

1 41 1H 

> 47 al 

| $Y IE 

{ . 

1 1 * 

1 iT | 

11 

3 1 j4 

* hk 1 

&; 25 z 

; By ö ; 

1 5 

- 

4 

1 1 

4 

: 4 

111 

1 * l 

: i 

N 11 1 
$10:{ 3. 

t : j 

F- 1 

1 j 

114 

1 iP 

« 1 1 
þ i 
: - 5 

; : 

1 } 

1 1. 7 

43 

'4 

$ | 4 

: 3 $ 

19 q 

+ 6 ny ! 

4 
. 

11 

. N 

1 [ 
1-997 
T3998 1 
4 1 
8 1 N 
4 
H; 

N 5 „˖ 0 
1 

Y 431 | 

"381 is 

T3 F 
2 . 

1 
4 1 1 ; 

$ 

x 


— ent 


—— — 


= „* 
Sn 
n n 4 


L 84) 


whereof nouriſh an Infinity of Silk- Worms, 


gather'd in by the inhabitants and carefull 
preſery' d in their Cottages} : 

At three Miles Diſtance Gon Seyda, I tock 
a View of the Ruins of the ancient Sdon, 
which ſtood at the Foot of a high Mountain 
which makes Part of the Anti- Lebanon. By 
a great Number of the Fragments of fine 


Pillars, which are to be ſeen about the Ave- MW 
nues of this ruinated City, it may be judge 


to have formerly been very conſi derable: 
But it is now intirely buried under Ground, 
On a neighbouring Mountain we meet with 
a Caſtle which St. Lewis, King of France, 
caus'd to be erected, and which is yet in good 
Eſtate; but the Turks have wholly abar- 
don'd it. Of the ancient Edifices of Seyda 
have ſeen nothing but wretched Remains; 
ſo that, in all Appearance, thoſe of which 
ſome have given us ſuch noble ane 
are all converted to Rubbiſh. 

I left Seyda in Company: By the Ben 


| Conſul, who abſolutely inſiſted on bearing | 


all my Expence, and accompanying me as 
far as St. John D' Acre. On the Day of our 
ſetting out we din'd at Sarphan, which is be. 


lievd to be the ancient. Serepta, ſo well 


known for the Prophet Elias's Place of 
Abode. There we meet with Ruins of i 
vaſt Extent. Leaving this Place, we arriv'd, 


in about three Hours, at the Banks - the 


[ 55 ] 

Caſmier, which is a River nota little dange- 
rous. Our modern Geographers take abun- 
dance of unneceſſary Pains, to perſuade us, 
that it is the ancient Eleutherus, We coaſt- 
ed along the Sea-ſhoar, and were no 
more than two Hours in going from Caſi- 
nier to old Tyre, where I was reſolv'd to 
continue one Day, in order to examine the 
miſerable Ruins of that unhappy City, which 
is now called Szr. It is built on the Sea 
ina Peninſula, and its Situation, which is 
extremely advantageous, is, without the 
Teſtimony of Quintus Curtius, a ſufficient 
Proof of its having been one of the ſtrongeſt 
Places in the World: But it is now ſo in- 
tirely. deſtroy'd, that not only we cannot 
meet with any one Monument: of Abylus or 
| Hyram, but even there is not the leaſt Tract 
left remaining of the Emperor Adrian's Li- 
berality ; which Prince, in repairing it, en- 
deavour'd to have it utterly forgotten, that 
Alexander the Great had fo compleatly ruin'd 
it as he did. A Greek Prieſt, who pretends 
to be an Antiquary, ſhew'd us the Attack 
where that Monarch was wounded in the 
Breach, and the Foundation of the Wall, 

which for ſeven Months reſiſted his whole 
Army. He told us, that the great Church, 
waich is as much ruin'd as are all the other 
| Edifices, was built on the Platform of the 
Palace of its primitive Kings ; and that it 
| F 3 was 


[ 86 ] 

was the Place where was held that grand 
Council, in which the Partiſans of Arius tri- 
umph'd over St. Athanaſius. But at/length 
this celebrated City, which had once under 
its Dominion not only that Sea, which was 
its near Neighbour, bnt alſo thoſe others 
whither its Arms had penetrated, is now re. 
duced to no better a State than that of 2 
poor wretched Town. The Egyptians give 
to the Tyrians the Honour of being the In- 
ventors of Writing, and of being the firſt Men 
who diſtinguiſh'd themſelyes on the Element 

of Water. 99 85 
At our quitting Tyre, we travers'd a very 
fertile Plain, which led us within two Miles 
of Roſelain. This is the Place where we are 
ſtill ſhewn three beautiful Ciſterns, which 
they call the Ciſterns of Solomon; The Coun- 
try People aſſure us, that this Prince cauſed 
them to be built at his own Coſt, as a Re- 
compence to King Hyram, for part of the 
Coſt he had been at, in ſending him Mate- 
rials for the holy Temple: But the ew, 
who took the Opportunity of our Convoy to 
go to Feruſalem, and who appear'd to us well 
vers d in Antiquities, aſſur d us, that theſe 
Ciſterns are much more modern than Sol 
mon, and that all the Phanicians told us up- 
n thoſe Heads was no other than mere 
Fable, which they were not able to 2 * 
* 1 » y 


„ 
by any fingle Inſcription, much leſs by the 
Authority of any genuine Book. 


Be it as it will, it is a Place well worth 


the ſeeing. We left it in order to aſcend a 


| Promontory, or white Cape, which is of 
an aſtoniſhing Height. As we go on, we 


paſs by near the Ruins of a Caſtle, which 
| Alexander the Great caus'd to be erected. 
This Caſtle is ſtill call'd Scandalium; a Name 
which is deriv'd from its Founder, whom the 
| Turks call Scander. At a League's Diſtance 
from this Fortreſs, we enter'd the Plain of 
| Acre, having gone through ſome ſtony and 
very difficult Roads. This Plain extends in 
| Length from Mount Saron to Mount Carmel, 
| about ſeven Leagues ; and I believe the 
Breadth is of two good Leagues between 
the Sea and the Mountain. It is ſurprizing, 
that a Plain ſo well water'd as this is, and 
which might be render'd one of the moſt 
fertile Spots of Ground in the Univerſe, 
ſhould be left in ſo very bad a Condition as 

we found it, for want of being cultivated. 
We went out of Jeruſalem Road on pur- 
poſe to pay a Viſit to Mount Carmel, which 
is a Mountain of Galilee in Paleſtine, on the 
Mediterranean Coaſt, Here are to be ſeen 
ſeveral little Hills and Vallies, ever green, 
large Woods full of lofty Trees, many good 
Springs, beautiful Fountains, and abundance 
ot Vines very much neglected: The Air is 
NN © here 
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here extremely good, and the Fruits as ex. 


cellent as the Wine. They tell us alk, 
that there is great Plenty of the, beſt Game. 
The Bare-foot Carmelites haye there a Con- 


vent hewn out of the Rock, from whence M 


one diſcovers a vaſt Extent of Sea, together 


with the Cities of Cayphas and St. Foly | 


 D' Acre. Towards the Foot of the Moun- 


tain they ſhew us the Cave of Eliſba, which 


by the Turks and Arabs is no leſs honour'd 


than it is by the Chriſtians and Jeu: It is | 


generally kept by a Mabometan Religious, 


who, at a very reaſonable Price, permits us | 


to view it, On this very Mountain ſeveral 
other Caves, or Grotta's, are to be 'met 
with, whether of the Prophet Elias, or El. 
jab, or of his Diſciple Eliſba, all which are 
no better preſerv d than are the other Build- 
ings which were formerly to be ſeen in that 
Place: But there does not appear the leaſt 
Remains of the Cities which Pliny and Sl. 
tonius mention. : 

From Mount Carmel, we return'd by the 
Way we took in going thither, to the ſame 
Place where we quitted the Road wich 
leads to the Holy City, into which we re- 

enter'd, near an ancient Town call'd Zl. 
There is abundance of Probability that it 1s 
the Achzib, mention'd in the 29th of Joſoua. 
In caſe it is this City of Achzib, it is 


one of the Places from whence the Aerie 


{ 59 } 


were not able to drive the natural Cana- 


| wntes. The City of St. Jon D dere, which 
is no more than three Leagues diſtant from 


this laſt Place, was anciently call'd Acho. This 

City, olf which the Iſradlites could never 
make themſelves Maſters, leſt its ancient 
| Name for that of Prolemars, given it by Pto- 


en, to whom it ow'd its Enlargement. It 
was often attack d and deſended both by the 


Chriſtians and Infidel, and in Concluſion 
| ſack'd by. the Barbarians. Trade has a lit- 
tle brought it to itſelf ; and our European 


Adventurers, who there make no bad Hand 


of it, may, perhaps, in Time re-eſtabliſh it, 
in ſome meaſure, to what it once was: But, 


| at preſent, whatever Advantage it may reap 


both from the Goodneſs of its Port, and from 
its agreeable Situation, it is a moſt wretch- 
ed Place, in which one meets with nothing 
but miſerable Remnants of the Palaces, as 
well of its Princes, as of the Grand Maſter 


of ſeveral different Military Orders, who 


could never agree among themſelves, 
| We departed from St. 7ohn D' Acre, un- 
der a Convoy of Jamzaries ; and after ha- 
ving for ſome time, coaſted along the Sea- 
ſoar, we directed our Courſe towards the 
South, where we palſs'd a River, perhaps 
the antient Bœlut, the Sand whereof ſtill is 


usd in making Glaſs : They aſſure us, that, 


it leaſt, it ſerv'd in the firſt Invention of 
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1 
that Art. In this Place it was, that our 
Guides counſell'd us not to keep any longer 
to the Sea-coaſt; and when we had tia. 


vers d a very dry and barren Plain, we, in 


three Hours, found ourſelves at its Extre. 
mity, which is bounded by Mount Carmel. 


A Valley very narrow, and not a little un- 


couth, led us from the Plain of Acre, to that 


of Eſdrelon, nor far from the Place where 
terminated the Territories of the Tribe of 
Aſſer, and thoſe of Zebulon began. As we 


afs 
thence diſcover'd the ancient River Kiſhon, 


which waters with irs Streams the Plain of 
Eſdrelon ; and, Shang negligently by Mount 


Carmel, falls into the Sea near Cayphas : This 
River becomes conſiderable only by the 
great Number of Torrents which precipitate 
themſelves therein, as they deſcend from the 
Mountains. 5 

From this River of Riſbon, which, perhaps, 
is not the ſame we imagine it to be, we 


arriv'd at a ſmall Eminence, near a Khan, or 
— call'd Leguna, where we caus'd out 


ents to be pitch'd in order to paſs the Nigit, 
From this little Hillock is diſcover d the vaſt 
Plain of Eſdrelon, which ſerves the Arabians 
for Paſturage. We decamp'd from Legund. 


and having march'd ſeven Leagues, we pals 
the Remainder of the Day, and that Night 


on a riſing Ground, from whence we 1 


d the aforeſaid narrow Valley, we from 


1 
6 
1 
\ 
] 
l 
\ 
] 
1 
| þ 
35 
| 
p 
b 


LN ” 


full Proſpe&t of Nazareth and the Mounts of 
r WH Thahor and Hermon. The Neighbourhood 
of two Camps of Arabs, which were conti- 
1 WH nually skirmiſhing with each other, kept us 
- (WH very alert in this Place; which we had ſcarce 
et when we met a Troop of thoſe People, 
by whom we were conducted to their Emry, 
t who ſhew'd a Regard to the * Firman which 
had from the Porte. This Firman is a Paſs- 
port from the Grand Signor, of which I 
had not hitherto made any Uſe: Had I came 
| WH unprovided with it, according to all Ap- 
„pearances, I ſhould have been effectually 
| WH plunder'd ; thoſe Cavaliers ſeeming to me to 
; 


be of no extraordinary good Diſpoſition, and 

in ſome Want of a Prize. 1 took my Leave 
of his Arabian Highneſs with all convenient 
WH Speed; and after having travers d three or 
- tour not very large Vallies, and a well cul- 

tivated Plain, we arriv'd at Caphar-Arab, 
 W which is an obſcure little Hamlet, diſtant five 
Leagues from the Plain of Eſdrelon. 
| From Caphar- Arab we din'd at Sæbaſta, 
where we leave the Precincts of the half 
Iribe of Menaſſeh to enter on thoſe of E- 
braim. Sebaſta is the ancient Samaria, a 
celebrated City of Paleſtine, and the Capital 
ef the Kingdom of Iſrael. Amri, whom his 
Amy ſeated on the Throne, after the De- 


1 — 


* Not Ferment, as it is in the French Original. 
mile 
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miſe of King Ela, call'd it Samaria, after the 
Name of Sameron, who fold him the Moun- 
tain on which he caus'd it to be built. This 
City, ſo famous by its Misfortunes, was de. 
ſtroy'd by Salmanaſſer King of Aſſyria, who 
took it after a three Years Siege: Hircay 
compleated its Deſolation; and there is now | 
little Appearance that King Herod the Great, 
who, in Honour of Auguſtus, nam'd it &. 
baſia, had ever perfectly re-eſtabliſh'd it. By 
its. pleaſant, and advantageous Situation it 
commands a moſt exuberant Valley, which 


is on one Side bounded by a Semi- circle of 
beautiful Hillocks, which afford a no.indif- 
ferent View. In this City are to be ſeen the 
Remnants of a Church ſuppos'd to have been 
erected by the Empreſs Helena, on the Foun- 
dation of the Priſon wherein St. John the 
Baptiſt was confin' d; and I had Leave to al- 
cend, by a very much ruinated Stair-caſe, in- | 
to the very Chamber where, they tell us, 
the holy Precurſor was put to Death. The 
| Thrks have a very great Reſpect for this 
Place, which they imagine they have highly 
honour'd by building near it a little Moſque. 

From Sebaſia, by Roads exceſlively rugged 
and ſtony, we reach'd Naploſa, formerly S- 
chem. Few Cities in the Scriptures are ſo il- 
luſtrious as this. I took a Walk on an Emi 
nence which overlooks a Valley, ſurrounded 
by many little Hills. If the ee whom! 
FF cConſulted 


I 


2 4 


met with but a Vault, very much neglected, 
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conſulted are not miſtaken, it is the Place 


where Abrabam ſettled at his Departure from 


Meſopotamia. At two Leagues Diſtance from 


Naploſa I went to ſee the Heritage and Se- 


pulcher of Joſeph. There 'is nothing to be 


* 


without either Monument, or any 3 
ill 


tion. The Inhabitants of the Country w. 
abſolutely have it, that the bleſſed Patriarch 


is inhum'd in that ancient Grotto But Peo- 
ple may believe whatever they” think fit, 
without any Proſpect of being ever farther il- 


luminated. In the Jewiſh: Antiquitier you 
may read the Deſcription *Fofephws'gives us 


of the City of Sichem; youll Kine it in the 


fifth: Book: But nothing is now to be di- 


ſtinguiſn d except its. Situation, which lies 
between the Mounts Gariæim and Ebal. Its 
Ruins are at the Foot of the firſt of thefe 
Hills; ?:: bh : 
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I went with my Tergiman' (not Dragomat, 


as many Authors, às well as this, have It) 
to viſit the Grand Prieſt of te Samlritun, 


who reſides at Naploſa, which is the ſame 


that St. John calls Schar. Þ caus'd my Ih- 


| tetpreter to inquire of this venerable Sauin- 


man, © How it happen'd, chat the Hebyety 
Pentateuch, (and by Confeqtiedce ours) 
* teaches us, That it Was upon Mount'Ebal 
that the Lord commandedi the Children 
of Iſrael to fix large Stones; and to en- 
10 | K 
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< grave thereon the whole Subſtance of ther 
% Law, to ſet up there an Altar, to eat, 
< and. tejoice there in the Preſence of the 
% Eternal: And, that on the contrary, that 
« of which the Samaritans are poſſeſs'd, in. 
forms us, That it was on Mount Carizin, 


ec that the Almighty vouchſaf d to ſignify to 


His People His holy Pleaſure?“ The An. 
ſwer he return d me was, That the Jew; 
e who mortally hated the Samaritans, had 
*: maliciouſly | corrupted the Text, putting 
& Ebal for Garizim; alleging many other 
Particulars which were not much to the Pu- 
poſe : But above all, he would needs have it, 
that Mount Ebal, becauſe it is exceeding} 
dry, barren, and diſagreeable, is the Moun- 
tain of Curſes; and that Garizim is the Mou. 
uin of Bleſſings, on Account of its being 
very fertile and extremely well cultivated. 
What is moſt to be depended on, is, that 
from the Reign of Feroboam the Samaritan 
began to mix with the Worſhip of falſe Dei 
ties that of the Eternal Creator. The bel, 
and the only valuable Piece of this Sacerdote: 
Library was a very ancient Copy of the &. 
maritan Pentateuch, which I could not pre: 
vail with him to ſell me. 
The City of Napioſa, tho the Reſidence 
of a Baſha, who however makes no extti 
ordinary Figure, is not for that ever tht 
richer or the greater. We ſtay d there but 


obe 


j 
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f one Day. Purſuing our Journey through a 
| narrow Valley between Ebal and Garigim, 


we pals'd by the Grotto where I had been to 


ſee the pretended Tomb of Foſeph: 1 had 
| been indifferently enough pay'd for my Cu- 
| riolity the firſt Time not to reviſit it. About 
| a Mile from thence we found a Well, ſaid to 
have been Jacob's, and the fame where Jeſas 


Criſt converted the Samaratan Woman: If 


it is the ſame, the City of Sichem muſt for- 
merly have been of far larger Extent than 


the View of its preſent Ruins would induce 
us to believe. This Well, which is cover d 
over with a pitifal Arch, made of Mud, is 


| pierc'd through a Rock, and may be about 
| nine Foot in Diameter, and one hundred Foot 


in Depth: By a Cord which we let down, 


we judg d that it contain d between five and 
| ix Foot of Water. Many fabulous Stories 


are told of this Well; from whence we pur- 


| ſud our Journey Southward,' through a fpa- 


cious and fertile Plain, which we quitted to 
repair to Khan-Leban, which is not far from 
a moſt delicious Valley. Near this Khan 
we encamp'd that Night, from whence we 
fell into very troubleſom and difficult Roads; 


and paſſing near the Limits which divided 
the Tribes of Ephraim and Benjamin, ve 


reſted one Night at Beer, which-1s the Place 
whither Jot ham retir'd to avoid the Anger of 


his Brother Abimelec h. This Country, tho 


very 


561 
very uneven and ſtony, produces Milk , Honey 
Oil, Wines, and every one of the Bounties cf 
the Earth Which are the ee Nouriſh 
ment of the'Eaſtern People. 

- Three Lehgues beyond Beer, we d overt 
the City. of N eruſalem; and leaving Ram and 
the Plain of Jericho on the Right, and the 
Mountains of Gilead on the Left, we at. 
ivd at the Walls of the Holy City; I pre. 
ſently ſent my Paſs from the Porte to the 
Baſba, who gfanted me Leave to enter this 
miſerable: Citys which is now as'deſdlite, a 
it was once opulent and flouriſhing. „ Ietook 
up my Lodging in St. | SavViour's Convent, 
Whoſe Father Guardian recely'd nie in tle 
beſt Manner he couldi>? Atmogg the) ivhol 
Number of- the Religious, who are of the 
Huntiſcan Order, I found bal, five or ft 
Frenth, anduas many Italian,; allithie reſt of 
His numerous Community / being Spaniards 
and Portugutſe. This Monaſtery Has not 
any thing tonſidetable about it, except its 
Church, the Treafure whereef f is immenſe, 
was n6*T6oner {got Aneg an Lodging 
but 1 was viſitede by àn Officer from the 
, te demand of meet Ducy of:being 
mitted to abide for ſome Days in ithe 
Dity ': That ahdzthe Liberty of awvalking 
About 1 eu would Adel me for 
Chi uin, -excufive of the! Pay I gave m 


808 Janieurs which indeed Was no. great 
* Matter. 
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| Matter. St. Sepulcher's Church is rather rich 
than fine: It ſtands on Mount Calvary, which 
| is a {mall Eminence upon Mount Moriach, 
| which is ſomewhat larger. This was the 
place where formerly Criminals were exe- 
| cuted, and on Account of the Uſe to which 
it was deſtin'd, was a little Way without the 
| City Walls; but ſince its having been purity'd 
by the Blood of the Son of God, it ſtands in 
| the midſt of Jeruſalem, To effect this Al- 
| teration, a conſiderable Part of Mount Sion, 
| now without the Walls, muſt have yielded 
| its Place to Mount Calvary. Every one of the 
Stations in which our Saviour's Paſſion was 
| tranſacted, ſeem to be very well preſerv'd ; 
and the Place on Mount Calvary, where it is 
| thought that Jeſus Chriſt was nailed on the 
| Croſs, is left intirely as it was; inſomuch 
that it is elevated above the Floor of the 
Church, and is aſcended by eighteen Steps. 
{ | was told, that the Holy Sepulcher was 
formerly a ſort of Vault, hewn out of, and 
a5 it were, buried in the Rock: At preſent | 
it is a Grotto which appears above Ground, 
| tie Rock having been wholly cut away all 
| around it. The Latins, the Greeks: the Ar- 
neniant, and the poor Coptics, have there 
each of them their. Habitations, and their 
| SanRtuaries : But the moſt precious of them 
al is that where Jeſus Chriſt was interr d. 
The Greeks and Latins formerly have con- 
tended, and ſtill diſpute for the Poſſeſſion 
1 K rs there. 
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thereof, after a Manner the moft uncivil and 
moſt ſcandalous imaginable : However, the 
Latins are now in Poſſeſſion; but would not, 
perhaps, be long ſo, were they not either 
ſtronger or richer than their Competitors, 
The Greeks, who are naturally as ſuperſt. 


tious as knaviſh, invent all ſorts of pi. 


ous Frauds and Stratagems to get Money 
in that ſanctify'd Place: Not but that 


you muft needs have heard of a Celeſtial | 


Fire, which their Patriarch diſtributes on 
Holy Saturday, to continue a Ceremony 
which had been eſtabliſhed in favour of l 


Miracle, which heretofore happen'd in the 


Holy Sepulcher, where on Eaſter-Ewe, a con. 
{iderable Flame came viſibly down from 


Heaven, and piercing through the Windows | 


and arch'd Roof of the Church, lighted al 
the Lamps which had been extinguiſh'd ſince 
the Morning of Good-Friday. It is ſo I have 
been told the Story ; as to the reſt, 1 leave 
you at liberty to believe as you think proper, 

E went to vifit, without Damaſcus Gate, 


2 ſmall College of Derwiſhes, highly reve 


renc'd by Mahometans, Fews, and Chriſtian. 


Near to it they ſhew a Grotto, or Cave, 


where they will needs have it, that the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah took up his Abode. Alter 
that, I went to fee the Sepulchers of ti: 
Kings. By what we read in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, we cannot believe that any of tie 
Kings of 1ſracl, or of Judah, were there de- 


polited, 


| Culous Voice of his Lord. The Turks, who 


T4 
poſited, fince it informs us, that their Buria!- 
place was elſewhere : But if this is not the 
real Place where they were interr'd, it may, 
by its Magnificence, be well judg'd to have 
been the Work of many Kings. What is ac- 
tual Matter of Fact, is, that the Jets aſſert, 


That at leaſt three or four of their Princes muſt 
| needs have been there depoſited ; and the 


Succeſlors of Godfrey of Bouillon, and his 
Brother King Baldwin, found Tombs far 
leſs ſun . ptuous; nothing being plainer than 
the Monuments of thoſe Princes, which are 
to be ſeen in one of the Chappels of the 


Holy Sepulcher. 


[ viſited the River Jordan, in company of 
a numerous Body of Pilgrims. It would be 
very dangerous to undertake that Journey 


without a good Convoy. We went out of 


a Gate call'd St. Stephen's, and having firſt 


travers'd the Valley of Fehoſophat, and a 


Part of Mount Ol:vet, we came to Bethany. 
This is a ſmall Village, no leſs ruin'd than is 
an antiquated Building which we meet with 


| at our Entrance into that Place: This they 


call the Caſtle of Lazarus, and undoubt- 
edly take it for the Place of his Reſidence. 
At no great Diſtance from thence, in a kind 
of Meadow, they ſhew the Sepulcher where 
he was buried, and from whence he was 
recall'd to a ſecond mortal Life, by the mira- 


G 2 have 


Le]. 
have that Place in Veneration, ſuffer no Chri-. 
ſian to enter therein without a Piece of 
Money. The Abode, real or imaginary, of 
Mary Magdalen, is at the ſame Diſtance from 
hence as is the Fountain of the Apoſtles, 
Some Miles from thence, we enter into a 
frighttul Deſart, whither the So of God was 
conducted and tempted by the Evil Spirit: 

It would be no eaſy Matter to meet with a 

more diſmal Place than this, notwithſtand- 

ing one diſcovers from the Summit of thoſe 

horrible Mountains, the Hills of Arabia and 

the Dead- Se, the Proſpe& whereof is fit 
from being diſagreeable. We after this 
reach'd the Plain of Jericho, where we paſsd WM 
by the Foot of a horrible Mountain, which 
we are told, is the ſame to which the Devil 
earry'd our Lord when he attempted to de. 
ceive him. At a Mile's Diſtance from hence 
we meet with the Fountain of El:/ha, lo Wh | 
nam'd, becauſe that Prophet purg'd it from 
its Saltneſs : This Fountain waters a part of 
the Plain. As for Jericho, it is no other 
than a wretched Village, altogether 2 
much buried under its own Ruins, as 
is the Houſe of Zacheus; from whence 
we arrivd on the Bank of the Jordan, 
which is bat two Hours travelling from 
thence : To reach it we paſs through a Plain 
which produces nothing but Fennel, and 
few uſeleſs Weeds. Near this River's Side 
| we 
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we ſind a Convent, and a Church very much 
decay d, dedicated to St. John, in Memory 
of our Saviour's Baptiſm. It is very diffi- 
cult to follow the Courſe of the River Jor- 
| dan, by Reaſon that its Banks on either Side 
| are cloſely border'd with Tamarinds,Oleanders, 
and Willows, which, however, were not Obſta- 
cles enough to a good Number of our Pil- 
| erims, to deter them from forcing their 
Way through, to bathe in the Streams of 
that River, which is only remarkable for 
uhat is {aid of it in the Holy Scripture. 
| Accompany'd by a few of the moſt Cu- 
rious, I detach'd from the Groſs of our 
| Troop, in order to take a View of the Dead- 
Ka, the Neighbourhood whereof is uncouth 
enough. Before we can come near to it, we 


pals a Spot of Ground, the Paſſage whereof 
is interrupted by a great many Ditches, be- 
lievd to be the ſame where the Kings of 


Hdom and Gomorrah were vanquiſh'd. The 


Dead- Sea is encompaſs'd by very high Moun- 


tains: It is bounded on the North by the 


Plain of Jericho, and it is on this Side that 
it receives the Waters of the Jordan. But 
this pretended Sea, is, properly ſpeaking, no 
other than a Lake, which may be about 
twenty Leagues in Length, and fix in 
breadth. Round its Shore we find a fort 
af black Pebbles, which may be ſet on Fire 
with the Flame of a Torch or Candle ; but 
Wy. - the 
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0 
the Stench of them, when lighted, is 
inſupportable: I pick d up a parcel of 
thoſe Pebbles, which are as ſmooth and 
ſhining as the fineſt black Marble, when 
poliſh'd. The Natives of the Country ſay, 
That the Fiſh taken in that Lake are not fit 
to eat; and that the Birds, which flie near 
its Surface, drop down dead into it: No- 
thing is more fabulous than theſe Reports, 
which are altogether as falſe as a multitude 
of other Stories which have been put on 
Record, as well on this, as on divers other 
Occaſions, I have been ſhew'd ſome of the 
Bitumen, which has ſo very near a refem- 
blance to Pitch, that the Merchants would 
be daily deceiv'd therewith, did not its ful- 
phureous Taſte and Scent acquaint them, 
that it is no other than the clammy Slime 
which this Lake produces, the Water where- 
of, tho' very clear, is exceſſively bitter, and 
of a moſt noiſom Taſte. 5 
I was at the Place where they tell us, 
that at low Ebb may be diſcover d ſome of 
the Ruins of Gomorrah, which I as vainly 
endeavour'd to find out, as I did the Re- 
mainder of Lot's Wife: However, I had 
poſitive Aſſurances, that, towards a ſmall 
Promontory, at the Weſt-end of this Sea,! 
might find a very viſible Monument of this 
antient Metamorphoſis, It was, doubtleſs, no 
more permitted me -to ſee extraordinary 
| 2 = Things 
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Things on that Day, than it had been on all 
the reſt of the Days of my whole Life; nor 
could 1 any more meet with the Apples of 


Haom than with the Trees on which they 


grow. According to the Manner the Jem, 
have diſcours'd with me concerning this Fruit, 
I am apt enough, with them, to believe it to 


| be the Invention of ſome bright Genius, 


merely to furniſh ſuch, who are diſpos'd to 


| make Uſe of them, with Matter and Com- 
pariſons to work upon. 


From hence, in the Plain of Jericho, I re- 


| join'd our numerous Troop of Pilgrims, who 


nad unmercifully plunder'd the Plants which 
bear thoſe Roſes to which ſuch marvellous 
Properties are ſo liberally aſſign d. Before I 


| re-enter'd the Holy City, I had an Inclina- 


tion to take a View of Bethlem. To come 


| at it one is to paſs through the Valley of 
| Repbaim, celebrated by the Victories there 
gain d by David over the Philiſtinet. In go- 


ing thither, I ſaw a Building, which we are 
told was the Habitation of neon. This 


| Tenement is not far from Rachel's Tomb, nor 
| from a Convent, in a very ruinous Condi- 


tion, which was formerly erected in Honour 
of St. Elias, I alſo viſited all the holy Places 


which are in Bethlem ; the Room where Je- 
| ſus Chriſt was born, the Manger wherein he 
| 15 reported to have been laid, the Chappels 


of the Innocents, and of St. Joſeph, near 
| G4. thoſe 
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(104! 
thoſe of St. Jerom, St. Paul, &c. of Euſſo. 
chium. In the Neighbourhood of Bethlen, 
they ſhew the Ground where King Solomon's 
Gardens ſtood, with the Fountains and La. 
vers thereto belonging; but to ſpeak to you 
my Mind frankly, I could not trace the leat iM 
Step of that Prince's Magnificence. Welt. i 
ward of the Town we meet with a Well 
which goes by David's Name, taken by ſome 
Hebrews to be a Cave wherein that beatified | 
Prophet hid himſelf, to avoid the Fury of 
Saul, who purſu'd him; and to render their | 
Story the more moving, they add, that he 

there compos'd his De Profundis. This Well 
ſtands about a Mile from the Aqueduct, which 
convey'd the Water from Solomon's Ciſterns 
to the City of FJeruſalem. We re-enterd| 
Bethlem in order to dine at the Convent of 
the Franciſcans, who are oblig'd to receive 
and entertain all Pilgrims who paſs that 
Way: What is really very hard upon that 
Community is, that the Mahometans compel 
them to exerciſe the ſame Hoſpitality to- 
wards them; and which they too frequent! 
abule. „ 
From the Town, or rather poor Village 
of Bethlem, I return'd, in two Hours, to tit 
Holy City, where I continu' d to viſit all that 
is curious to be ſeen. I was ſhew d the Place 
where ſtood St. Peter's Priſon, Zebedees 
Houſe, and a ſmall Church built 7 the 
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„ W Ruios of St. Mark's Habitation. The H- 
„„ nan, who are poſſeſs d of this Place of Wor- 
1 WW ſhip, ſhew'd me a Hriac Manuſcript, which 
+ MW they affirm to have belong'd to St. Pohcarp. 
du 1 likewiſe ſaw, in their little Church the 
it Stone Font in which the Apoſtles us'd to bap- 
(. W tize ſuch who demanded Baptiſm. From this 
11, W Monaſtery I paſs'd to that of the Armenians, 
ne which includes the greateſt Part of Mount 
ed Son, which is, as I have already obſerv'd, 
of W within the City Wall. In this Church 1 ſaw 
eit MW two Altars of an uncommon Magnificence; 
be and there are even few whoſe Treaſure is ſo 
ell MW conſiderable. I am told that, without my 
ich taking Notice of it, I was ſhew'd St. Ann's 
5 Houſe. We paſs'd by Sion Gate to the Ha- 
rd WM bitation of Caiphas, near which, in a Chap- 
of MW pel, allo belonging to the Armenians, we ſee 
ive the Stone which was made Uſe of to ſhut 
hat up the Mouth of the Holy Sepulcher : Only 
hat part of this Stone is in View, that Chriſtians 
pel may Kiſs it for Devotion. The Faithful have 
t: likewiſe great Devotion for a little Cell, in 
ntl the ſame Place, where it is pretended that 
our Saviour was confin'd before he was led 
age to Pilate: This is very near the Room where 
tte St. Peter is ſaid to have deny'd his Maſter ; 
chat and the Hall, in which Jeſus Chriſt inſtituted 
lace i the Holy Supper, ſtands near a tolerably 
Jes vell-buile Moſque, © 5 | 


wins | | In 
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In a Garden planted at the Foot of Mount 
Moriach, I viſited ſeveral large Vaults, which 
touch the Mountain on that Side, and advance 

about one hundred and thirty Paces under 
Ground. This is believ'd to have been 2 
ſubterraneous Work, made on purpoſe to ex- 
tend the Court belonging to Solomon's Tem. 
ple, of which I only ſaw, at a conſiderable 
Diſtance, the lofty and magnificent Remains 
of its outermoſt Gate, which is ſtill the prin- | 
cipal Entrance into the chief Moſque, which 
no Chriſtian is ſuffer'd to examine: I have 
been aſſur'd, that what little is yet remain- 
ing of the Temple is ſuperlatively glorious; 
but as it is a far eaſier Matter to believe all 
they tell us than to go to ſee it, I hope you 
will not take it amiſs that I reſted ſatistyd | 
with what Intelligence I could get, in order 
to be in a Condition peaceably to viſit Beth- 
ſheba's Bathing-Place, which is at the Foot of i 
Mount Son: They will needs have it to be W0 
the very ſame where David eſpy'd her waſh- WM" 
ing herſelf, The Valley of Hiron, which is MW? 
at a very little Diſtance from this Bathing- Wl © 
Place, formerly furniſh'd ſome Curioſities: W* 
At its Weſt End I ſaw the Potter's Field, and MW" 
the Field of Blood, ſo nam'd, as it is to be Id 
preſum'd you have read, becauſe it was put- 
chas'd with the Pieces of Silver which were 
the Price of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. With- 


out going far from that Spot of 3 
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which the Baſha farms out to the Armenians, 


ve come to the Extremity of the Valley of 


| Hiron, which joins with that of Jehoſophat, 
| whoſe Bounds are ſometimes water'd by the 
Torrent of Cedron. In this laſt Valley I was 
made to take Notice of the famous Well of 
| Nehemiah, which is no leſs rever'd than is a 
| Tree, ſtanding on its Left, which we are 


told grows in the very Spot where the Pro- 


W phet /ſazab was ſaw'd aſunder. The Town 


and Ciſtein of Sioe are about eighty Paces 


from thence ; and oppoſite to a delicate Foun- 
| tain, to which are attributed as many won- 


dertul Properties as it has different Appella- 
tions, we, with no ſmall Pains, clear'd from 
Earth the Foundation of a ruinated Palace, 
ſuſpected to have been that wherein Solomon 
kept his foreign Concubines. A Mile diſtant 
from thence we ſee the Mountain of Offence, 
o nam'd becauſe that Prince erected ſumptu- 
ous Manſions, in which he ſhut himſelf up 
with the Women who prevail'd over him. 
but all this is only bare Conjecture; and the 
ather to be ſo thought, by Reaſon that not 
one Inſcription, Pyramid, or the like is to be 
met with to direct how to diſtinguiſh thoſe 

lifferent Stations. 3. | 
I took a Walk in a Field which is cail'd 
Aceldama, where it is preſum'd that Judas 
hang d himſelf: This Field is not far from 
tie Town or Village of Siloe, and a very ind 
| : tir? 
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tire Sepulcher, ſaid to be Zachary's. We 
find, at the Bottom of the Valley of Fehoſe- 
phat, a Grotto, or Cave, wherein, according 
to the Tradition of the Country, the blefled 
Virgin Mary was interr'd: I went down into 
it by a Stair-Caſe which ſeems to have once 
been very beautiful, and in the ſame Cave! 
ſaty the Sepulchers of St. Ann and St. Foſeph. 
After this ] viſited the Sanctuaries which were 
built formerly on Mount Ol:wet : There was 
a Chappel anciently erected in the Place from 
whence Jeſus Chriſt quitted the Earth to al- 
cend to Heaven. The Tzrks have built a 
Moſque on that Spot: Many other Places of 
the higheſt Veneration are poſleſs'd by the | 
Infidels, as much through Avarice as Devo- 
tion. 1 went to ſee Pilate's pretended Pa- 
lace, now the dwelling Houſe of a Fanzar), 
who gave me Leave to go up to the Terrals, 
or Top of his Houſe, from whence, in the 
beſt Manner I was able, I examin'd the Si- 
tuation of the Place where the Temple of 
the Lord once ſtood. I believe it not to be 
poſſible to meet with, throughout the Uni- 
verſe, a Spot of Earth more convenient and 
proper to erect an auguſt Edifice than this ap- 
peard in my Eyes to be: In the Midſt of it 
ſtands a Moſque, which, as they affirm, is built 
on a Part of the Temple's Foundation: This 
Moſque has no other Beauty than the Advat- 
tage of its delicious Situation. In this _ 
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which s generally look'd on to have been 
| the Palace of Pilate, curious Travellers are 
| thew'd the Hall in which the temerarious 
Jeu derided the Son of God: Upon Mount 
| Gihon, I ſaw a beautiful Laver, which bears 
bis Name, and which is yet pretty well pre- 
ſerv'd. 


As for Jeruſalem at preſent, it is, without 


| Diſpute, the moſt diſagreeable, and the moſt 
| melancholy City in all the Ottoman Domini- 
ons. It is computed ſtill to be about three 
| Miles in Circumference; but almoſt all that 
s to be ſeen of it appears to be modern: On- 
p the Situation of the Temple could not be 
| chang'd, together with a Part of its Portico, 
| which Time had ſpar'd, and the Turks till 
| preſerve as the ſole Ornament of their Moſque. 
| This City ſeems to me very indifferently peo- 
| pled, the Bulk of its Mahometan Inhabitants 
| conſiſting in the Baſha's and Caay's — 


and five or ſix hundred Turkiſh Religious, be- 


| longing to the Moſques. The reſt of its In- 
| habitants are Arabs, Fews, and Schiſmatick 
| Chriſtians ; Greeks, Armenians, Maronites, A- 
biſſmes, and Neſtorians. The Latins are al- 
| moſt all Recolets or Cordeliers : The greateſt 
Part of theſe laſt reſide in the Convent of St. 


Mviour, the Father Guardian whereof (who 


| is never a Frenchman) officiates with Epiſco- 


pal State and Authority, and has Right and 
1 5 Power 


I 0 
_ to accept Knights of the Holy Sepul. 
—_ 


To-morrow I depart from the Holy City 
for Damaſcus, from whence I intend to re- 


viſit Alexanaria, in order to return into E. 


rope. You ſhall be the firſt whom ] will ac- 
quaint with the Courſe I deſign to ſteer, and 
with the Succeſs of my Voyage. 
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A T my Departure from Jeruſalem ] fol. 
low'd the ſame Rout which I had be- 
fore taken in going from Caphar- Arab to that 
Holy City: But from Caphar- Arab I tra versd 
the Plain of Eſdrelon, leaving Acre on the 
Left, in order to ſtrike into the Nazareth 
Road. I had a tranſient View of the Ruins 
of the City of Jacen; but paſs'd on without 
giving myſelf the Trouble to viſit a certain 
neighbouringCaſtle, where an Arabian Prince, 
one who is reported to be very much of an 
Arabian, ta kes up his Reſidence. 
Nagareth, at this Day, is nothing more 


than a poor contemptible Village, ſituated 
| : in 


Tripoly, Fune 28, 1721: | 
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E 
in a little Valley, which is bounded by a 
Mountain of an indifferent Height, on the 
Summit whereof ſeven or eight Latin Monks 
pals their Lives in no ſmall Auſterity and 
Mortification. The Church of Nazareth, 
built formerly in a vaſt Grotto, is now to- 
tally in Ruins, and buried under Ground. 
This Grotto is held in Veneration, as the 
Place where it is preſum'd that the Virgin 
Mary was ſaluted by the Angel, with Ave 
Maria, Gratia plena, &c. This Church bore 
the Form of a Croſs, and the natural Rock 
ſtill ſerves the Place where it ſtood for an 
arch'd Vault or Covering. At about twenty 
Paces diſtance from theſe Ruins, I was re- 
uir'd to take Notice of the Remains of Jo- 
550 Houſe, wherein, directly repugnant to 
the Sentiments of the Je, ſome learn d 
Men will needs have it that Jeſus Chriſt paſs'd 
about twenty Years of his Life. Near to this 
I was ſhew'd the Remnants of that Syna- 
gogue where our Lord and Saviour preach'd 
the Sermon mention'd in the fourth Chapter 
of St. Luke. In each of thoſe Places, the 
Empreſs Hellena caus'd a beautiful Church to 
be erected ; but there is now not the leaſt 
Tract of her Piety ſubſiſting. With Difficul- 
ty enough I got up to the Top of Mount 
Thabor, which is diſtant from Nazareth only 
two Leagues. It is a pleaſant, and very 
high Mountain, to be met with in the * 
0 


1 
of Calilea; but I am not poſitive whether it 
can be made out to be the very Place of our 
Lord's Transfiguration. Its Summit is very 
fertile, and extremely agreeable ; and ſome 
Remains of Walls and lin'd Ditches I ſaw 
there incline me to conjecture that the Place 
might anciently have been fortified. My 
Lodging at Nazareth was at the Cordeliers 
Hoſpital; of which good Fathers J took 
Leave to return to the Road which leads to 
Acre. In going thither, I paſs'd through 
ſome Plains tolerably agreeable, tho' they 
come far ſhort of the Beauty of that of Za- 
bulon; which in Reality quite charm'd me: 


But as I was nothing near ſo much delighted | 


with the Cities of Acre and Seyda, I did not 
think proper to make. any long Abode in 
either of them; and from the laſt of thoſe 
Places I ſet out for Damaſcus, which City | 
might have reach'd in three Days, had I not 


ſtay'd four in Lebanon, which is a Mountain | 


between Paleſtine and Syria. Its Name Li- 
ban, or Lebanon, is ſuppos'd to have been 
given it in Regard to its Whiteneſs, being, 
on the North Side, perpetually cover'd with 
Snow. The Country People aſſure us, that 
the Circuit of this Mountain is full a hun- 
dred Leagues : One of its Extremities touch 
the Borders of Syria, the other thoſe of Pbæ- 
nicia, and the Mediterranean Sea waſhes its 
Weſtern Foot. Mount Lebanon is . 

| 0 
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of a four-fold Range of Mountains; one 


above the other; whereof the moſt that I 


w was one half of the firſt, which 1 found 


| extremely well cultivated and very popu- 


K —— 


lous: The ſecond, which I could not viſit, 


| i; ſtony and very difficult of Aſcent, but 


otherwiſe affords an agreeable Proſpect, and 
is the more ſo by Reaſon of abundance of 
Springs and Fountains, never dry, and which 
much contribute to its Beauty: The third is 
ſo exquiſitely delicious, that many have taken 
it for the Tereſtrial Paradiſe; and the fourth 


bas nothing to attract one's Curioſity. The 


Jordan, the Rochan, the Nahar, the Roſſent, 


| and the Nahar- Khadegia, call'd alſo The Holy 


River, have their Sources in theſe Mountains, 
a5 they tell us; which Mountains, according 


to our Writers, were not inhabited till after 


the Deluge: But thoſe who conſult the E- 
Oſtians, and the Pre- Adamites, very ſtiffly 
oppole them, contradicting the Veracity of 
this Epocha, On Mount Lebanon are to be 


een ſome ſmall Cities, and a good Number 


| of Towns and Viliages, well peopled by 


Druſes and Maronites: Theſe laſt are the beſt 


Catholicks in all the Eaſt. It is ſaid, that on 


the moſt fertile of theſe Mountains, there 
ie ſtill remaining ſixteen ancient Cedars of 
à moſt prodigious Growth, and very many 


| Others of a leſſer Size, which grow inſenſibly. 
from thence it was that King Sclomon causd 
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the Timber to be brought which he us'd in 
building the Temple. The Wood of the 
Cedar-Tree is incorruptible : It grows to; 
ſcarce credible Height, its Leaves and Fruit MW 
always pointing upwards. — 
The Amr Lebanon would be very much 
like the other, of which I have been ſpeak | 
ing, were it as well peopled with Maronit 
and Drruſes, as is that: Theſe latter, whoſe 
Religion is not over-much known, are ſo de. 
fective in their Morals, that I could not fut- 
fer myſelf to be perſuaded that they are de. 
ſcended from a Colony of French, which 
was ſettled in Paleſtine under the Reign of 
Codjrey-of Bouillon, as they are reported to 
be. Theſe Druſes have among them thei | 
Princes, and Perſons of diſtingujſh'd Quality, 
as well as the Maronites; but the latter ae 
People of much better Principles and ta 
greater Humanity. , 
Having viſited ſome Part of Mount Lell. 
non, I re- enter d the Road which leads. to 
Damaſcus, which City was formerly the Ct 
pital of Syria, as it is now of Phænicia. lt 
is one of the faireſt and moſt opulent Citi 
of the whole Ottoman Empire: The Grail 
Signor has there a Baſba, which Employ ; 
very much ſought after in the Seraglio. It 5 
retended, that Damaſcus was founded by # 
Grandſon of Noah: Be that as it will, ib 


Situation is in a moſt beautiful Plain, - a and 
_ na moſt beautli 2 


ET „% 2 
| foot of Monnt Lebanon: A great Number 

W of pretty little Eminences ſurround, without 
too much confining, it, and are no leſs con- 
ducive to its delicious Proſpect than is the 
River Baradi; which, dividing itſelf into 
| two Streams, by the Abundance of its Wa- 
| ters, contributes to the Beauty of its Gar- 
| dens, and to the Fertility of its charming 
circumjacent Plains. An immenſe Number 
of Fountains, and Buildings, kept in good 
| Repair, render this City perfectly agreeable; 
| and in the Scriptures it was anciently de- 
ſcrib'd as a delicious and moſt celebrated 
City: Nay, ſeveral Authors call it the Para- 
iſe of the World. It is no leſs famous for the 
Excellence of its Fruits and Wines, than for 
a very conſiderable Quantity of valuable Ma- 
| nufaGtures, of which the fine Silks there 

We made, find in all Parts a great Vent: But no- 
| thing is there tranſacted, by Way of Traffick, 
without the Jeu, who are, as it were, the 
intire Proprietors of the whole Trade of that 
Place. Every one of the Sects of the Orien- 
tal Chriſtians have their Eſtabliſhments at Da- 
naſcus; and I there met with five or ſix hun- 
dred Catholicks, under the Dire&ion of the 
Cordeliers and Capuchins, who are there com- 
| modioufly enough ſettled. We are inform'd 
n Hiſtory of the Misfortunes which this 
| City has undergone, having been often taken 
nd re-taken by ſo many different Nations. 
| H 2 I made 


metan Religious, to whoſe Care it is com- | 


Churches which boaſt of being illuſtrated 
and adorn'd with that precious Depoſitum. 
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read; and if they were, the Turks, who, in 


LE 
I made a fruitleſs Attempt to get a Sight of 
the fine Church there, dedicated to St. John, 


now by the Turks converted into a magnifi- 
cent Moſque : I was aſſur d, that the Maho- 


mitted, there preſerve the Head of that 
bleſſed Saint with all imaginable Reſpect; 
but 1 would not make too deep a Scrutiny 
into that Particular, to avoid alarming the 


k 
From Damaſcus, I went to viſit the Ruins 
of Balbec, which is believ'd to have been t 
the ancient Heliopolis, or, The City of the Sun. WM |: 
It has preferv'd nothing of its priſtine Splen- | 
dor except the agreeable Situation, and ſome h 


| wretched Remains of an ancient Temple, 
which probably was once beautiful: I found, tt 


at about two hundred Paces from thoſe | 
Fragments, a Range of Pillars of the Corin- 
thian Order, of an exceſſive Height and Bulk, | 
which plainly demonſtrate that the Edifice 
to which they belong'd was of no ordinary 
Magnificence in its flouriſhing Days. On a 
very conſiderable Number of Stones, em- 

loyd in the Walls of Balbec, are to be ſeen 
"+ Names, Letters, and Inſcriptions, but 
ſo effac'd, that none of them are ealily to be 


thoſe Quarters, are extremely inſolent, will 


not allow it. It was on one of the Mour- 
; tains 
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tains in the Neighbourhood of Balbec, that 
Abel was ſlain by his Brother; and there they 
hew the pretended Sepulcher of that ſecond 
Son of Adam: With no ſmall Difficulty I 
camber'd up to the Top of this Mountain; 
and there we meet with a few Inhabitants, 
detach'd from a very numerous Nation of 
People, who look on themſelves to be de- 
ſcended from Abel. If thoſe chaſt Authors, 
who by the Light of certain Revelations, 
know that Adam's ſecond Son preſery'd his 
Virginity to the very laſt, would but have 
taken the. Pains to have convers'd with the 
learned Men of this Nation, they would 
have met with People who would infallibly 
have given them an Anſwer. 

From Balbec 1 again paſsd over Part of 
the Anti-Lebanon, upon which the Air is far 
from being hot; and having viſited the Pa- 
triarch of the Maronites, at his Convent in 
(anobia, I got to Tripoly in Syria, where I 
have met with a convenient Imbarcation for 
Gps ; fo that, in ſome Meaſure, I have al- 
ter d my intended Route, not directing it by 
Egypt, as I at firſt deſign'd : But as, by ſo 
doing, I approach ſomewhat nearer to you, it 
is by ſo much the more to my Satisfaction. 
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LETTER XIII 


Malta, October 2, 1721. 


1 Had a very favourable Paſſage from Tri- 
poly to Cyprus, and landed at Lernica, 
where reſides our Conſul, with the Groſs of | 


the French, who are ſettled in that Iſland, 
Were not the Air ſo impure and ſo unwhole- 
ſom, as it is ſome part of the Year, Cprus 
would be a moſt delicious Abode : Exqui- 
fite Wines and moſt delicate Wild-FOwl, 


and all other Game are there in the greateſt 


abundance ; and at a very inconſiderable Ex- 


pence, one may there enjoy the moſt inno- | 


cent and moſt ſought-for Pleaſures. That 


Iſland, as you well know, was dedicated to | 


Venus, by Reaſon that, in all Ages, its In- 


habitants were of an amorous Complexion. 


This Goddeſs, who, as well as the fair Helena, 


was a Native of Cerigo, quitted the Place ot 


her Birth to take up her Reſidence in Cypr#s, 
where ſhe fourded Cythera : She was much 
delighted with Paphos; nor did ſhe paſs her 
Time unpleaſantly at Amathonta, Thele 


three Cities built in Honour to her, had each MW 


of them a celebrated Temple, of all which | 
| nnn . met 
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met with only miſerable Fragments; ſo that 
can aſſure you, that I did not offer up any 
Sacrifice there to that Divinity. This Iſland, 
the Circumference whereof is about ſix- 
ſcore Leagues, was in former Times dtvi- 
| ded into nine Kingdoms, the Sovereigns of 
which, moſt unworthy of that Title, wrought 
their own Deſtruction. - In 1571, Sultan Se- 
lm, chiefly on Account of the great - Repu- 
tion of its Wines, brought it under the Ot- 
toman Yoke. . 
For want of a more convenient Paſſage, I 
was oblig'd to go from Cyprus to Rhodes, there 
to take the Opportunity of a Malteſe Veſſel, 
which was lading Oil and Wine: J went a- 
board in very bad Weather, which forc'd us 
to traverſe many Leagues of Sea, for three 
Days ſucceſſively, which Time I thought 
very tedious : We bore down upon the 
Coaſt of Caramania., where, being ſur— 
prizd with a ſudden Calm, we came 
to an Anchor. When we ſet Sail. again, 
we were attackd by a terrible Tem- 
peſt, which hurry'd us to Santorin, where, 
with no leſs Danger than Difficulty, I got 
aſhore. That Iſland is both fertile and well 
cultivated : Its chief Town is oblig'd to the 
Jeſuits for its being the moſt Catholick, and 
the beſt govern'd Place in the Archipelago. 
| The colour of the Sea-Water in the Port of 
Santorin, and on all that Side, appears quite 
M4 — BR 
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| Biſhops come from ſome other part of Greece, 
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black and ſooty, by Reaſon of the Mines of 


Sulphur under and about the Ifland : Very 


frequently ſubterraneous Fires are there Kind- 
led, eructing Flames to a ſtupendous Height, 
caſting forth Pumice Stones into the Air 


with ſuch amazing Violence, that the 
neighbouring Coaſts are greatly terrify'd 
with the dreadful Noiſe thereof. About 


eighty Years ſince a prodigious Quantity of 


thoſe Stones were caſt out; and between 


eight and nine, a new Iſland, of about a Mile 
in Circuit, aroſe from the Bottom of the 


Sea, and fixd its Station oppoſite to the 


Town of Thera, or Santorin ; from whence 


we departed to put into the Harbour of Mo, 
which Town is no leſs miſerable than the reſt 
of the Iſland: I there met with a couple of 


who were corrupting it ſtill more and con- 
pleating its Ruin. Theſe Iſlanders flatter 
themſelves with having the Aſhes of Homer, 
whoſe Sepulcher they pretended to ſhey 
me. I was made to take Notice of the Blade 
of a Sabre, the Hilt and Guard whereot 
were of maſſive Gold, but the Helmet and 
Buckler, which accompanied it, were of a 


different Metal, to the very great Regret of 


a Greek Prieſt, who diſcover'd this Treaſire 
in a Monument of fine white Marble, which 


he dug from under the Foundation of a Houle | 
he had pull d down, about twenty Years + 
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go. This Tomb ſhall be that of Hector, or 
of Achilles, Ulyſſes, or any other famous Gre- 
cian Captain, juſt as you pleaſe : But they of 
Mo pretend ic to be the Sepulcher of Egeus 
whole Body the Sea, which goes by the 
Name of that Prince, very civily brought a- 
ſhore to them, after he had loſt his Life in 
its Waves. 3 

From Nyo we got into the Port of Milo, 
where I underwent a tedious ſix Weeks Con- 
fnement, not being able to go out of it, 
The Town of Milo, or Melos, would be a- 
greeable enough, were it inhabited by Peo- 
ple any wiſe ſo : It ſtands in a pretty 
Plain, by which it is abundantly ſupplied 
with all ſorts of Grain and Pulſe ; and its 
Mountains which are full of Game, and a- 
bounding with pleaſant little Riſings, where 
all their Vines are planted, furniſh them with 
Wine, which is held in eſteem at Malta, and 
of which a great Quantity is expended. at 
Corfu, for the Service of the Venetian Fleet. 
The Monaſtery of the Capuchins (where the 
ignorant Miſſionary belonging to it, has 
long fince known nothing of the Rules of 
St, Francis,) is as well built as it is plea- 
antly ſituated. Nothing ſo much made me 
regret my being forc'd to ſtay ſo long at 
Milo, as did the very indifferent Company 
of our Conſul, who certainly does that Poſt no 
manner of Honour, There was another Drale, 

Fg — who 
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who had been Corſul before him, and who 


had belong'd to one of the King's Ships, on | 


which he had ſerv'd in Quality of Pilot, and 
would ſerve us in the ſame Capacity, to 
conduct our Veſſels out of the Port, the En- 
trance whereof is not eaſy. He, indeed, 
got us out; but we were ſcarce got into 


the open Sea, but a furious Hurrican, which 


all our Seamen had foreſeen, caſt us into 


the Port of Andros, whoſe Town is ex- 


tremely populous. The Latin Biſhop there 
leads a moſt edifying Life. This Iſland is 
fertile and well cultivated. h 
We left it, in order to continue our Voy- 
age: But we were again coaſtrain'd, by the 
Fury of the Winds, to ſeek a Sanctuary, which 


we found at Nafoli di Romania, where out 


Vice-Conſul, who is a good - natur'd Langit. 
docian, does his Country great Honour. NA. 
poli, call'd by the Ancients Anaplia, and the 
Metropolis of the Morea, is ſituated on the 
Top of a ſmall] Promontory, which divides 
itſelf into two Parts. It is exceedingly well 
peopled, and defended by Walls, which the 
Armies of the Turkiſh Sultans, Mahomt the 
Second, and Suliman, could not poſhbly 
break through: Had the Venetians in this 
laſt War, defended it fo well, it nad not, 


perhaps, chang'd its Maſter ; what is really 


Fact is, that it is a delicious Place to live in. 
The Greek Patriarch has fold this Arci- 
= Biſhoprick 
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Biſhoprick to a deſpicable little carroty Fel- 


low, who no longer ago than the laſt Siege 
of Corfu was no better than a Swabber. This 
prelate has already receiv d ſome rough Cor- 


| rections from the Baſha of the Morea, who 


will find it no eaſy Matter to make an honeſt 
| Man of him. 


We directed our Courſe towards Malia, 


without meeting any better Succeſs in our 
Navigation; but I nothing regreted this laſt 
| Diſappointment, when going aſhore at Mo- 
aon, I became acquainted with Monſieur Cle- 
| rambaut, Conſul- General of the Morea, an- 
| ciently Peloponneſus. I paſs d fifteen Days in 
| this Country, our Captain having occaſion 
for ſo much Time to refit his Ship and take 
in Corn. Modon, which the Ancients nam'd 
Methone, is ſurrounded by very good Walls, 
which were moſt vigorouſly defended by the 


Venetian Commander: The Place is melan- 


choly, poor and ill peopled; but the adja- 
cent Country is extremely ſmiling and plea- 
| fant, abundantly furniſhing it with every 
Thing in Seaſon that can be delir'd to make 
| Lite eaſy. Coron, which I likewiſe went to 
lee, is a large City, which was balely given 
up by its cowardly Governor, notwithſtand- 
ing the Strength and Goodneſs of its Ram- 
parts are ſufficient to encourage thoſe who 
ue to defend them. Calamata, Navarm and 
Lepanto have an Aſpect no leſs uncouth than 


has 
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has Patras, tho' it is naturally one of the 


fineſt Cities in all Peloponneſus. It is one of 


the four Metropolitans of the Morea, whoſe 


Arch-Biſhop has near a thouſand Churches 


within his Diſtrict. I there met with the 


Ruins of ſeveral celebrated Temples, in an- 


cient Times dedicated to Æthis, Jupiter 
Olympus, Minerva, Cybele, and other Pagan | 


Deities : That of Diana is the beſt preſery'd 
of them all: There was that ſavage Goddeſs 


formerly worſhip'd, to whom were yearly 


ſacrific d a Boy and a Girl. In the Gardens, 
which are half a League from the Town, 1 


law ſome very fine Cedars ; but they come 


far ſhort, in Height, of thoſe on Mount Le- 


banon. From Patras in three Days we reach'd 


Modon, where 1 patiently waited for a Wind 


proper to convey us from the Coaſts of Mo- 


FEA. : 


Morea is a large Peninſula, calid hereto- | 
fore Peloponneſus, lying to the South ot | 


Greece : Its Circuit is near five hundred and 
fifty Miles. This State might probably de- 
rive its Name from Maura, ſince its Figure 
nearly reſembles a Mulberry Leaf; or pet- 
haps it got that Appellation from the Mawr, 
or Moors, who are ſaid to have there ſettled 
a Colony: Howſoever it was, the whole 
Country is, at this Day, divided into tout 
Provinces, whereof Clarence, which ancient- 


ly bore the Title of a Dukedom, is the mol 


extenſive: 
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| extenſive : The Leſſer Romania, once the 


| greateſt Part of the Kingdom of Argos, and 
whereof Napoli di Romania is now the Capi- 


tal, is a beautiful and fertile Province, fa- 
mous in Hiſtory for the Fens of Lerna, on 
the Banks whereof Hercules vanquiſh'd the 


Seven-headed Monſter Hydra; that is to ſay, 


the ſeven Brothers, who, by their Tyranny, 
were laying waſte the Country: Malvaſia, 
| (otherwiſe Napoli di Malvaſia) the Caſtle 


| whereof might be look'd on as impregnable, 


conſidering the Turkiſh Manner now-a-days, 
of beſieging Places, is the moſt conſiderable 
City in thoſe Quarters, highly celebrated for 
the Excellency of its Wines, and the Good- 
neſs of the Game, of all Sorts, there to be 
found in the greateſt Abundance. The 


Mountain of Maia, formerly call'd Pholoe, 


is one of the largeſt in the whole Peninſula : 
It was near that Mountain that Hercules kill'd 
a great Number of Centaurs (which were 
no other than Robbers, Men of a Gigantick 
Size and Stature) who came to attack him in 


a certain Cave, belonging to one of the chief 


Inhabitants of the Country, - who was re- 


aling him with his delicious Wines. Mount 


heena, whole ancient Name was Lyceus, is 
not far from this Place, where the Lacede- 
monans ſton d to Death the Tyrant Ariſto- 
(rates, On the Mountain of Maina, in for- 


mer Days ſacred to Apollo, Bacchus, Ceres 


and 
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and Diana, are to be ſeen the Remains of ſe. 
veral ſumptuous Tempes, which the Pelopon. 
nefians had erected to the Honour of thoſe 
Falſe Divinities. | 
The Rivers of moſt Note in Morea are the 
Carbon or Orfea, and the Eurotas. The (ar. 


bon, anciently Alpheus, deſcends from Mount 


Poglizi, from whence it paſſes into the Pro- 
vince of Belvedere, in order to evacuate its 


Streams, and loſe itſelf in the Gulph of 4r- 
cadia: This River is ſaid to receive, during 


its Courſe, more than a hundred Torrents, 


and as it frequently conceals itſelf under 
Ground, from whence it again riſes with 
greater .Force, the Poets feign'd, That it 
paſs'd under the Sea into Sicily to marry its 
Waters with thoſe of the Fountain of Art. 
thuſa. On the Eurotas are to be ſeen a great 
Number of Swans of an extraordinary Beau- 

: This River the Poets, ingeniouſly, con- 


ecrated to Apollo, by Reaſon that its Banks | 
are thick of Laurels. The River Acheron, 
ſo often mention'd, is much more conſidera- 


ble in the Fable than it is in Epirus. 


The Morea is ſituated under a very healthy | 
Climate, the Country of vaſt Extent, and 


exceedingly fertile: Its Inhabitants, now in- 
tirely under Yoke, want neither Induſtry nor 
Courage. This Kingdom, after having ſe- 


veral times chang'd its Maſters, at length be- 
came ſubject to the Greek Emperor — 
_ a Prince | 


[ 127 ] ” 
| : Prince whoſe Vices wholly obſcur'd the 
| few Virtues he poſleſsd. He divided his 
States among five or ſix of his Sons, to whom 


he gave the Title of Deſpots, or Lords: 


| Theſe Dignities, in Proceſs of Time, de- 


ſcended not only to their Heirs, but were 
likewiſe beſtow'd on ſuch whoſe Fathers had 


ſgnaliz d themſelves by great Exploits. In 
the Year 1448, Conſtantine Dracoſes, who had 
been Deſpot of the Morea, being rais'd to the 
Imperial Throne, divided this Realm be- 
tween Demetrius and T homas, his Brothers; 
| the one had Sparta, and the other Corinth, 
which they loſt thro' their own Broils and 
Milunderſtandings : For Mahomet II. the 
Twhkiſh Sultan, thereby got an Opportunity 


to ſet Foot in their Country, where, under 


Pretext of aſſiſting Demetrius againſt his Bro- 
ther Thomas, he ſeiz d on the whole. Tho- 


ng took Sanctuary at Rome, whither he car- 


yd the Head of St. Andrew the Apoſtle, 
wile his more credulous Brother follow'd the 
Sultan to Conſtantinople, and there miſerably 
lot his Life. 31 
| All the bad Weather being intirely over, I 

re-imbark'd at Modon with the Reluctance 
you may imagine a Man to have, when he 
quits one of the fineſt and moſt plentiful 
Spots of Ground in the whole Univerſe; and 


alter having felt fome rude Blaſts of Wind 


n the Gulph of Venice, I happily arriv'd in 


this 
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this Port, where I had Permiſſion granted me 
to make 4 Qyarantaine of thirty Days only, 
Theſe were no ſooner compleated, but my 
firſt Care was to pay my Reſpects to the 
Grand Maſter De Zondadari, who is a Prince 
on whom one cannot beſtow more Encomi- 
ums than he merits: He is look'd on, in his 2 
Principality, as the Father of the Chevalier,, t 
and an indulgent Protector of his Subject, t. 
The French Nation, tho' the moſt numerous o 
in Malta, is, at preſent, that which makes Mt ar 
only the beſt Figure after the Portugueſe: WM di 
Don Antonio de Manoel, the Baily of the Or- ſu 
der, is in a Manner the Chief of all, and is 
very likely to become ſuch in Effect, if he 
ſurvives the Grand Maſter: Such an Election 
muſt needs redound very much to the Ho- 
nour of thoſe who have a Hand in it. 

Malta, by the Ancients call'd Melita, is 
ati Iſland in the Mediterranean: It lies about 
a hundred and fifty Miles from Tunis, and 
eighty from Sicily, which laſt, generally ſpeak- 
ing, furniſhes it with all the Proviſions it con- 
ſumes. The Length of the Ifland is ten 
Leagues, and its Breadth fx, or thereabouts 
Its Coaſts are defended from an Enemy's Ap- 
proach by divers Caſtles. The two chiet 
Towns are the Old City, which is the Bi- 
ſhop's See, and the Capital, which is the Re- 
ſidence of the Grand Maſter, and all his C-. 
waliers. In this are comprehended, The Ci 


tf 
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| ty itſelf, call'd La Valette (bearing tle Name 
of the Grand Maſter who built it) ſituate 
| on Mount Sceberas; including the Prince's 
Palace, which is, no regular Building ; the 
| /rſenal, well furniſh'd and kept in good 
order; the Hoſpital, which is worth ſeeitig, 
| and wherein all Sorts of indigent Perſons are 
treated after the ſame Manner as the Knights 
themſelves, when ſick; the beautiful Church 
of St. John, whole: Teaſury is ineſtimable; 
| and the Palaces, or Hotels, belonging to the 
different Nations, or Languages; which are 
ſumptuous Edifices. This City is one of the 
ſtrongeſt Places in the World, as well on Ac- 
count of its Situation, as of the Goodneſs 
of its Fortificat ions. The Interpoſition of 
the Sea cuts it in three diſtin& Peninſulas, 
which are ſo many Cities, and appear like 
three very high Rocks in the Water, with 
Ports capacious enough to contain numerous 
Fleets. Fort St. Elino, which defends the 
Grand Port, is no leſs regularly fortify'd than 
is the Caſtle of St. Angelo, whereot Sultan 
Suman could not make himſelf Maſter, tho 
be held it four Months cloſely beſieg d. Both 
publick and private Buildings .are of Free- 
Stone; and the Roofs are all Platforms, af- 
ter the Mooriſh Faſhion, compos'd of a Ce- 
ment which never lets in the Rain. On the 
Hland are about fifty Towns, or Villages, 
. 1 P75 Rn 
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very well peopled, and under the Princes, 
or Grand Maſter's Juriſdiction three ſmall 
Iſlands, at no great Diſtance from Malta 
Of theſe Legoza, whoſe Town is defended 
by a good Caſtle, is the principal; Coming, 
Which has likewiſe a Caftle of ſome Conf 
deration, is the ſecond; afid Farfara, natu- 
rally fortified by its own Rocks, is the third, 
The Soil produces neither Wine nor Wheat; 


but there grow moſt delicious Melons, Chin | 


1 
K 


Oranges, even better than'in Portugal, and | 
all the excellent Fruits which we meet with 


in the [happieſt European Climate: Cotton 
and Flax grow there in the greateſt Abun- 


dance. In a Word, if Malta is not the molt | 


agreeable Place we can find in the whole 
World, yet its Capital may boaſt of being 


the only Part of the Chriſtian World, where 


one meets with ſo conſiderable a Body of the 


very Choice of the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Nobi 


—_—_—_E_ TT” 

I have already ſpent here two Months, 
and the Time has been very far from' ſeeming 
tedious : But as the beſt of Company that 
ever met muſt infallibly part ſome how or 
other, I ſhall depart from hence the firſt fair 
Day we have: I ſhall g6 for Livorno in a 
ſtout Merchant Ship, on which my Friends 


have ſent on board Proviſions for me, of eve) | 
Kind, in Abundance. Make good Uſe cf 


your 


1 
your own Stores ; and, if you can poſſibly 
avoid it, never ſpend them but in the Com- 


pany of choice Friends. 
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LETTER XIV. 


| Genoa, Now: 28, 1721; 


H E E ſmiling Weather intic'd me to quit 
Malta; and the Wind, which never 
ceasd blowing favourably, in four Days 
convey'd me to Caghari, the Metropolis of 
the Iſland of Sardinia ; which City, tho' the 
ordinary Reſidence of the Vice-Roy and Ma- 
jrity of the Nobility, is neither ſightly nor 
well peopled. Its Situation is by the Sea- 
Side, on a ſmall Eminence: The Air is far 
tom being good, nor are the Country, or its 
lahabitants, o00d for much. I was there, 
by a Prieſt, ſhew'd. a Medal of one Sardis, 

ſaid to be the Son of Hercules, who conduct- 
ing into the Iſland a Colony of Adventurers, 
lad the Foundation of the Sardinian Monat- 
chy, which bears the Name of its Founder. 
The Rivers Cedro ahd Tirſo water this incon- 
Mergble State, the Reputation whereof was 
o low, in the Time of the Roman Empe- 


rots, that they fent thither, in Exile, ſuch 
T3 nn" 


more noted for either its Commerce or Fe- 


other Marius: They affirm, that the fil 


nov both in Ruins. 


more willingly ſettle, by reaſon that no 


(132) 
Priſoners of Diſtinction as they had a Deſire 
to get rid of, . | 
From Cagliari we touch'd at the Iſland of 
Corſica, where the Captain of our Veſſel had 
ſome Affairs to ſettle. Corſica is not a Jot 


cundity than is Sardinia. This State, like. 
wife, looks on its original Foundation to 
have been owing to Ornus, another Son of 
Hercules; tho' ſome attribute that Honour to 
a certain Ligurian Widow, who couragioully Wl ;, 


led thither a Colony of her Compatriots: r 
What may moſt be depended on is, that the D. 
Corſe are look'd upon as the Demons of Itah. Ml 6 
I was prevail'd with, by a Capuchin Fryat, to WM 11: 


purchaſe a Couple of Medals, on the one of Ml die 
which was repreſented Sylla, and on the 


built the City of Aleria, and that Mariana 
owes its Original to the ſecond; they are 


| 3 | 
In eighteen Hours we paſs'd from the as 
Iſland of Corſica to Livorno; a Place famous Mi; 
rather for its very conſiderable Traffick than I ig 
for its Antiquity. It is one of the prettieſt WM Th 
Cities in the Grand Duke of Tyſcany's Ter WM (:t 
ritories; and it is certainly that wherein b Ml it; | 
the greateſt Concourſe of foreign Merchants, WM belie 
drawn thither for the Advantage of the great WW Ten 
Trade carried on there; and where many tie Kor 
all's 


Stranger 


L 165 


Stranger can be there arreſted for Debt. The 


| Town is well enough built, the principe! 
Square not unbeautiful, and the Streets are 


much more remarkable for their Evenneſs 
than for the Goodneſs of their Pavements. 
It has two Ports, a great and a leſſer: The 
| firſt has been made commodious by the Ex- 
pence they have been at of building a fine 


Mole, or Peer, and ſeveral Towers; the 


other, the Entrance into which is very nar- 


row, is fit only for Gallies, and the like. 


There is to be ſeen an admirable Statue of 
Duke Ferdinand, in Braſs, at whoſe Feet are 
four Mooriſh Slaves in Chains. The little 


did not appear to me any wile agreeable till 
mine was over. It is very dear living at Li- 
wrno, notwithſtanding which, it is the Part 
of all Italy which I would ſooneſt chuſe for 


W - MER a Pod 


ts Antiquity and the Beauty of its Build- 


The Grandeur and Magnificence of its ſtatel 
Cathedral, with its ſixty fine Marble Pillars; 
ts precious brazen Gates, ſaid (not that I 
beleve it) to have belong'd to Soloman's 
Temple; its leaning Tower, of fix or ſeven 
Yories high; the remarkable Burying Place, 
ad I Campo Santo; the Senatorian Palace; 
| T3 © the 


Iland, wherein People perform Ofarantaine, 


my Abode: I am ſure I would much rather 
lve there than at Piſa, notwithſtanding it is 
City of far more Conſideration, both for 


ngs, which render it agreeable enough: 
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the Town-Houlſe, and the Phyſick-Garden, | 
notwithſtanding they are exceſſively curious, 
could not prevent my ſoon growing very 
weary of being there. All the Converſation 
1 had was with a certain Nobleman, to 
whom: I was introduc'd by a Banker: This 
noble Piſan receiv'd me with all the Polite- 

neſs of which the Italians are capable; and | 
after he had ſhew'd me his Paintings, all the 

Entertainment he gave me was diſcourling 

of the Exploits of the ancient Piſans, whole 

Poſterity, even to a Man, are ſtill extremely 

haughty, and very much value themſelves 

upon the Honour acquir'd by their Anceſtors | 
in bringing Carthage under their Subjection. 
I ſtay d at Piſa but one Day; from whence 
Freturn'd to Livorno, in order to imbark on 
a Felucca, which, in four Days, brought me | 
into this Port, where I have perform'd a 
ſhort, but very rigidly exact, Quarantaine, of | 
which I got quit the Day before Yeſterday, | 
This Evening 1 am to ſup with, and, at tbe 
ſame Time, to take my Leave of the Mar 
quis Di Mari, a General Officer in the Spa. 
mfb Service; and to-morrow I leave Gen, 
in order to go for Alexandria di la Pagu, 
where I ſhall ſcarce have the Complaiſance 
to ſtay till Tam tir'd, as I have done at th 
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| Nin, Dec. 15, 1721. 


Was detain'd, by the Marquis Di Caſſini, 
two Days at Alexandria di la Paglia, 
which Town is ſituated on the Bank of the 
River Taunaro : It is conſiderably large, but 
poor, diſmally melancholy, and ill- built; 
the Hearts of the Inhabitants are intirely 
Spaniſh, hating a Savoyard Government. I 
paſs d by the unchearful City of Aſti, and 
never ſtop'd 'till I came to Keri, or Cheri, 
where I took up my Lodging. That is a 
imall City, pretty enough, full of People of 
Faſhion and Condition: The Families of 
Balti, Broglio, Berton-Grillon, and Balbiano, 
we originally from thence, and each of thoſe 
Houſes has its Chappel in the Collegiate 
Church. From Cheri I went to Turin, in a 
Poſt Chaiſe : All that Road is firm, commo- 
dous and pleaſant. The Day after my Ar- 
val in this Court, I had the Honour of be- 
ng preſented to Madamz-Royale, ' by the 
Marchioneſs De la Monta, after which I went 
o ſee La Veneria, the Gardens whereof ap- 
bear d to me no leſs beautiful than well 
„ look d 
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look d after: Thoſe of Riwvoli are as yet no- 
thing at all, and come far ſhort of the Beau. 
ty of the Caſtle. „ 5 
Turin, which is the ſame with the Augnſi 
Taurinorum of the Ancients, is, as you well 
know, the Capital of Piemont, and the or- 
dinary Reſidence of the Dukes of Sv. 
Thoſe Princes made it the Station of the 
Grand Chamber of Accounts, and of the K. 
nate, and, independent of its happy Situz- 
tion, have render'd it one of the fineſt and 
ſtrongeſt Cities of all Itahy. It is double, an 
old and a nem City, with good and very de- 
fenſible Baſtions and Out-Works. It ſtands 
eighteen Miles from the Alpes, in a Plain, 
on one Side whereof runs the Po, and on the 
other the Doire. The chief Magnificence 
of the Duke's Palace conſiſts in the Richnels 
of the Furniture; and Travellers much ad- 
mire a fine Gallery full of curious Pictures 
and a very great Number of Statues. In 


this Metropolis 1 have view'd the Duke's val WW » 
and magnificent Garden; ſeveral rich Pa- e 
laces; ſome lovely Streets; ſumptuous fc 
Churches, of all which the Cathedral is the t 
moſt conſiderable, both for its Architecture ſa 


and its Treaſury, which, among other Things 
of great Value, is inrich'd with a Sun of 
Gold, quite cover'd over with Diamonds, 
and a Holy Handkerchief: I am unfortunate 


in not being clear-fighted enough to be able 
b 0 | | | poſſibly 


412 
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| poſſibly to perceive, as Multitudes of People 
| have done, that the whole Countenance, and 
Part of the Body of the Son of God are im- 
printed on that precious Piece of Linnen. 
There are at Tin a learned Univerſity, a 
well-fll'd Academy, and every Thing that 
can render a City flouriſhing, beſides the 
ſtately Palace which Madame- Royale is erect- 
ing, and which paſſes for the Maſter- piece of 
the Italian Architects. I take no Notice to 
you of the Citadel, ſince we know but too 
well that it is both large and regularly forti- 
fed, The Fields and Avenues of Turin are 
infinitely charming; the Country round it is 
beautified with a very great Number of Plea- 
ſure-Houſes, which are ſeparated from each 
other by fine, ſpacious Meadows, inceſſantly 
water'd by abundance of delightful little 
Rivulets, I take a Walk every Day to that 
of the Count de la Riviere, where I regularly 
dine with Mr. Myleſworth, the Engliſh En- 
voy, in whoſe Company I became acquaint- 
ed with the Marquis De Trivier, who paſſes 
for the moſt accompliſh'd Nobleman in the 
whole Country : It may be, indeed, juſtly 
laid of him, that he has not made a Figure, 
and acquir'd Reputation in the World, under 
falſe Colours; as likewiſe that the Character 
of Mr. Moleſworth, who is the Delight of 
this whole Court, renders him eſteem'd even 
by thoſe who have not the Happineſs to * | 
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of his Acquaintance. I reckon that within 
ten or twelve Days J ſhall be at Genewa, pro- 
vided I make no ſtay at Chambery ; which! 
intend to let you know by my next. 
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LETTER XVI 


3 Geneva, Jan. 15. 1722 
1 Turin I lay at Suſa, a little City 


in Piemont, ſituated at the Foot of 
Mount Cenis, where, on a Triumphal Arch, 
I met with an Inſcription, which ſufficiently 
teſtifies, that it was in that Place that the fi- 
mous Trophy to the Emperor Auguſius was 
erected. Upon my Departure from Sia, | 
left to the Right Fort La Brunette, which 
his Sardinian Majeſty is building with Abur- 
dance of Expence and Aſſiduity; and aſcend- 
ing Cenis, with no ſmall Difficulty, it was 


not with much more Facility that I got down 


from thence, to enter into ſome tolerably 
fertile Vallies, and very rugged Roads, which 
lead to Aigue belle, to St. Peter de Moutier, 
and to St. John de Maurienne, the Capital of 


the Province, or Valley of that Name: Tis | 


is a very ancient County, or Earldom, and the 
original Patrimony of the Princes - ara 
| : > Oule 
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Houſe of Savoy. This Valley, on one Side, 
extends from the Alpes to the River Ire, and 
| from the Tarantaiſe as far as Dauphiny on the 
other : The City itſelf is of very ſmall Con- 
| fideration; but the leaſt conſiderable Qualifi- 
cation belonging to its Biſhop, Monſieur Ba- 
ſm de Valpergue, is his being, both by Birth 
| and Fortune, one of the moſt conſpicuous 

Grandees of Savoy: The only Inconveniency 
| one meets with in this Journey is the Badneſs 
of the Roads. Continuing my Way by Mont- 
nelian, the Wines of whole Neighbourhood 
are held in Reputation, I paſs'd cloſe under 
the Ruins of its Caſtle, which give us plainly 
to underſtand, that, at this Day, it is very 
far from being an impregnable Fortreſs. From 
Montmelian } got to Chambery, where one 


finds the politeſt and the moſt diſtinguiſh'd 


Nobility in Savoy. Strangers are there lov'd, 
eſteem'd, and regal'd by them in their 
Turns; and a Gentleman may pals his Time 
there, full as well as he can in the greateſt 
Cities. This Town, ill-built and without 
any conſiderable Trade, ſtands on the Bank 
of the Orbanne, in a Plain of very ſmall Ex- 
tent, and ſurrounded with Hillocks: It is 
ſtil] the Capital of the Dutchy of Savoy, 
notwithſtanding for a long Time it has not 
been the Seat of its Princes. The Ladies, as 
well as the Cavaliers, are of a very polite 


and affable Converſation, and have no more 


Averſion 
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Cheer. Among the good Houſes of the 


Country, thoſe of Laval-Diſere, Seyſſel, Cha- 


bot, Blonai, Montfalcon, and the true Aſpcr- 
ns, are none of the leaſt ancient. From 
Chambery, paſſing by the little Gity Ruumill, 
I arriv'd at Geneva, having gone thro Roads 
which at this Seaſon of the Year are fre- 


quently in a Manner impracticable. 


Geneva is a City of the ancient Allobroge,, 


on the Frontier of Savoy, ſituated on the Ri- 


ver Rhine, at the Extremity of the Lake L. 
man : It is govern'd in Form of a Republick; 
and one no where meets with a better or 
more prudent Government. The City is 
really fine, and according to all Appearances, 
will, in ſhort Time, be perfectly well forti- 
fied : Its Situation is admirable. Part of 
it is built on a riſing Ground, and the reſt 


is in the Plain, which has the Lake on its 


North: The Rhine, which gently iſſues out 
of this Lake, embraces the City on one Side, 
ſeparating it from the agreeable Quarter of 
it, call'd St. Gervais, to which we pals over 
a large Timber Bridge. At the Extremity 
of the City this River receives the Waters of 


the Arva, which is another Rampart that 


Geneva has, on the South. This City hasa 
well-furniſn'd Arſenal ; a Town-Houle, the 


| Stair-Caſe whereof is remarkably ſingular; 
ſome not unhandſom Streets; and moſt ſpa- 


cious 


Averſion to Play than they have to good | 
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| cious Walks, as well by the Side of the 
| Lake, as under ſhady Arbours, or Grottos, 
| and in the open Fields. This is a City of 
great Trade, very rich, and exceeding po- 
ulous; and if, perhaps, one may meet with 
296 finer to the Eye, I defy all Mankind to 
ew me one, better regulated: None is there 
idle; every one being employ'd either in 
diſcharging the Obligation of his Office, or 
in advancing Trade. There are few of the 
Citizens but what follow Merchandize: But 
| the principal and moſt ancient Families, both 
of foreign Extract and originally of the 
Country, carry. on their Commerce in ſo 
| ealy and ſo honourable a Manner, that Per- 
| ſons of the moſt illuſtrious Blood might traf- 
fick as they do without the leaſt Apprehen- 
fon of derogating from their Honour. A- 
mong the foreign Families, which it is likely 
the Reformation brought thither, the Michi- 
i, the Turtini, the Livrons, the Budees, the 
Bourlamaqui, the Cambiagni, the Calandrini, 
and the Peliſari are not reckon'd to be the 
leaſt conſiderable: I make not any Mention 
either of the Picets, or of ſeveral other ori- 
ginal Patrician Families, whoſe Worth is as 
well known Abroad, as is the Merit and Re- 
putation of Monſieur Brigadier Greneu. I 
—_ mylelf extremely oblig'd to a cer- 
tain Piemonteſe Nobleman for bringing me ac- 


quainted with Monſieur De Tournes, who has 
help'd 


©... 
help'd me to the Acquaintance of ſever; | 
very worthy Perſons: As for his Moſt Chriſt. 
an. Majeſty's Reſident here, I think the only 
Fault he has is his being over-generous, and too 
much a Man of Honour. I was exceſſiveh 
glad of the Opportunity of viſiting Monſieur 
Alphonſo Nurretin: He is the Boſſuet of Ge- 
neva, the Duties and Honours' of which Em- 
ploy he moſt politely diſcharges with all the | 
Temper of a Chriſtian Philoſopher : His Ca. 
binet of Medals is very well ſtor'd ; and 
there are among the reſt a good Number 
which, as well as divers Inſcriptions, demon- 
ſtratively prove that this City muſt certainly 
have been very conſiderable in the Ronan 
Times. I am now juſt upon my Departure 
for the Pais de Vaux, which, I am told, is 
well worth viſiting: As ſoon as I am capable 
of giving any Account of it, you ſhall know 


whether it is or not. 
"= n 
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[LETTER XVII. 


T Eaving Geneva I enter'd the Pais de 

1 Vaux, by the Town of Copet, the Si- 
tuation whereof cannot poſſibly be otherwiſe 
than pleaſant, ſince it ſtands on the Bank of 
the Lake. Copet is a Barony, at preſent ap- 
pertaining to Monſieur Oguerre, who migh- 
tily adorns the fine Habitation he dwells in, 
which, by Report, is very commodious and 


| politely furniſh'd. From Copet I went to 


pals the Night at Nyon, a fmall City, calFd 
by the Ancients Benevs, and which, accord- 
ing to their Chronicles, was rebuilt by Nor, 
a Centurion, whoſe Name it ſtill preſerves. 
It ſtands upon an Eminence, at the Foot 
whereof is the lower Town, near which we 
meet with a Tower which ſeems to be of 
very great Antiquity : By viewing the Out- 
ſde of this City one may teadily judge that 
it has formerly been much more conſiderable 
than it is at preſent. I paſs'd by the pretty 


Town of Rolle, the Barony 'whereof once 

belong'd to Gaſton de Foix, Count of Lon- 

bur ville, who ſold it to pay the Ranſom of 
1 : his 
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near a very ſpacious and beautiful Vineyard, 


about half a League from the Lake. The 


imprudent Conduct of one of Monfieur Ia. 
verniers Nephews was the Occaſion that his 
Heirs could not hor Poſſeſſion of this By 
rony. I went to Morge, a little City, in 
which the Bazlly makes his Reſidence : l 
ſtands by the Side of the Lake, where it 
has a ſmall Port, which renders it a Place of 
tolerable good Trade; its chief Street is 
| handſom enough, nor are the Buildings con- 
temptible : It would be full as much to the 


Publick Advantage if the Houſes were work | 


built, provided their Inhabitants were more 
united among themſelves. I ſtill continued 
coaſting along the Lake Side, all which is 
embroider'd with an infinite Number of de- 
lightful Knots of Hillocks, as well diſtribu- 
ted as they are elegantly manur'd : Nor can 
one eaſily meet with, any where, ſo charn- 
ing a Perſpective, as that which the Eye er- 
Joys from every Side of thoſe beautiful little 
Riſings, and the ſmiling, and perfectly well 
cultivated, Fields which are about them. 

In order to viſit Lauzane, the Metropo- 
litan City of the Pais de Vaux, I ſtruck 


off a few Furlongs from the Banks of the | 


Lake. This Town is built, a Quarter of 4 
League from Lake Leman, upon three Emi- 


nences, | 


his only Son. From thence I went to dine | 
Aubonne, another pleaſant Town, ſituated | 
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| nences, which are not eaſy, ſince one can 
| ſcarce go through any Street without aſcend- 
ing or deſcending. It is believ'd, that the 
City of Lauzane owes its Original to the an- 
cient Arpetras, the Foundations whereof are 


to be ſeen near the Lake towards Vidi: Ad- 
ding, that a certain Perſon, nam'd Arpentinus, 


an Officer who commanded a hundred Men, 
under Hercules, founded it, whoſe Name it 
| bore, and which it never loſt till it came to 
| be removd to the Eminence whereon it 
ſtands at preſent. Be that as it will, there is 
no Room to call in Queſtion its Antiquity ; 
| yet, ſtill, without any ones being ſo well 
able to prove that the Emperor Aurelian was 
o great a Benefactor to it as he is reported to 
have been, as they may the particular Privi- 
leges and Immunities granted it by the Em- 
peror Sigiſmond. Some of its Biſhops have 
been Perſons of extraordinary Merit, in 
which Number they do not reckon the laſt 


tiey had, who was of the Montfalcon Fami- 


ly of Savoy. The Street De Bourg is held 
to be the ancienteſt of the whole City, as it 
b the firſt we come into: It is built on one 
the three Riſings, and partly inhabited by 
a good Number of People of Faſhion, to 
eyery one of whole Habitations are adjoining 
ine Gardens, with pleaſant Terraſs-Walks, 
rom whence they moſt agreeably enjoy the 


beautiful Proſpect of the Lake. In the high- 
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eſt Part of the City, one meets with ſome 
conſiderable Structures, and among ſeveral | 
others, the Cathedral Church, built by two 


Kings of Burgundy ; that is to ſay, the Sn 

d what had been undertaken by the Fa- 
ther. William D'Echaland, one of its Pre- 
lates, was the Founder of the Caſtle, whole 
Walls are ten Foot in Thickneſs : It is of a 


quadrangular Form, intirely of Free-Stone, 


except the Upper-works, which are of Brick. 
This Caſtle, formerly the Palace of the Bi- 
ſhops of Lausane, is now the Reſidence of 
the Baily: It is an Edifice well worth viſiting, 
eſpecially when the Perſon who reſides there- 
in executes his Charge with Honour. Mel- 
ſieur De Crouzat, and De Polier, in the beſt 
Manner they are able, ſupport the Credit of 
the Academy, of which they are the Load- 
ſtone, the very Soul; nor know I of any, | 
except their Rivals in Learning and Know- 
ledge, or ſuch as are not perfectly well in- 
form'd of the Meaſures taken to induce them 


to ſign the Conſenſus, who can tax them with 


having made one falſe Step. Duke Sch 
berg, who loſt his Life at the Battle of Mar- 
ſaille, lies interr'd, too meanly, in the Ca- 
thedral of Lauzane, as does, likewiſe, the | 
famous Chevalier De Grandſon, whole Mau. 
ſeleum could never have much impoveriſh'd 


his Heirs. 


This 


— 

This City is not fortified; neither would 
it be to any Purpoſe to be at that Expence, 
on Account of the Eminences which com- 
mand it; but its Union with the Canton of 
Bearn, to which it voluntarily ſubmitted, is 
a far better Defence to it than the ſtrongeſt 
Ramparts could poſſibly be. In few Cities 
of the Province one finds better Company 
than in this, where are a good Number of 
noble Families, who, by well-concerted In- 
ter-Marriages, frequently renew the ancient 
Alliances contracted among them. Theſe 
Houfes all maintain their Dignity in a very 
honourable Manner. One makes at Lau- 
2ane very good Cheer of every Kind, both 
Fleſh and Fiſh ; and honeſt, old Grand, at 
the Golden-Lion, furniſhes his Gueſts with 
ſuch delicious Wines as are capable of making 
them forget Le Mulceau and Le Tonnere. In 
this City are abundance of French Refugees, 
of all Profeſſions, of whom the poorer Sort 
for a long Time ſubſiſted purely on Alms ; 
but the Majority of them have at preſent Bu- 
ineſs enough to afford themſelves a comfort- 
able Livelihood by working at their Trades: 
Such as are ſtil] in Neceſſity, find certain Re- 
lief, either through the Means and Credit of 
Monſieur De Monrouæ, a good- natur d, well- 
diſpo,'d Gentleman of Vrvarez, or from the 
Humanity of the Directors of the Hoſpital, 
K 2 who 
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who never ſuffer to want Bread not only the 
Poot of their own Town, but generouſly 
ſuccour all Comers and Goers who really 
ſtand in need of their Charity. 

Round about the Neighbourhood of this 
City, I have ſeen very pretty and neat Coun- 
try-Houſes, where one is perfectly well re- 
ceiv'd and entertain d. The Caſtle Velleran: 
is an elegant Piece of Architecture: That of 
L'Iſle is kept in better Condition, is much 


more neatly furniſh'd, and has Gardens and 


Water which make ſome Amends for its in- 
different Situation. I am making ready to 
take a View of the Pais de Valais before J 
enter the Heart of Swiſſerland, which, hi- 
therto, I find very much to my Taſte; but! 
am told, that all its Towns are not like this, 
from whence I now write : It ſhall not be 
long before I acquaint you with the Diffe- 
rence I meet with. 5 


LE T- 
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Tauzane, May 10, 1722. 


e along the Lake of Geneva, I 
got to Vevai; but throughout the whole 
Journey I was forc'd to travel in very narrow 
and moſt rugged Roads, at the Foot of a 
prodigiouſly large Vine-yard, which begins 
at a little Diſtance from Laugane, and ends 
not till one arrives at the very Gates of Ve- 


vai. Before I reach'd that Place, I paſs'd 


through Luitri, where the People were di- 


verting themſelves during the Vintage- Time. 
This Town is built, by the Lake-Side, near 
a ruinous Tower, which a Biſhop of Lau- 
zane caus'd to be erected there, in the Days 
of Ferdinand II. 
from Lutri, by the pretty City of Culli, 
which bears for its Coat of Arms a Bunch of 


Grapes, half white half red. The City of 


Vevai is the beſt Town of all that Baillage, 


ituated long-ways by the Side of the Lake, 


and not ill-built : Nay, I even met with 


ſome tolerably fine Houſes; one may paſs 
ones Time there pleaſantly enough, and very 
reaſonably ; and thoſe of the Inhabitants who 
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I continued my Way, 
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are any-wiſe poliſh'd, are extremely courte- 


ous and hoſpitable enough. At St. Martin's 


Church I heard Mr. Perre preach a Sermon, 


which Miniſter of theirs has a Capacity very 
ſufficient to give Satisfaction to a much more 
numerous and difficult Audience. This City, 
as well as many others, has undergone its 
Calamities, and has not ſo well preſerv'd its 
ancient Editices, as it has the Franchiſes grant- 
ed it, near four hundred Years fince, by Ame- 
us, Count of Savoy. I took a Walk towards 
its neighbouring Mountains, where I had a 
View of the Caſtle. Blondi, belonging to a 
Gentleman of that Name: The Barons De 
Blonai, and the Seigneurs De Gingin, even if 
they were not deſcended from à younger 
Branch of the Houſe of Savoy, may however 
paſs, in every Corner of the Univerſe, for 
Perſons of the firſt Quality. The Sw:ſs No- 
bility has not been ſo intirely extirpated, but | 
that each Canton ſtill can ſhew ſome Spark 
of it: It is my Opinion, however, that the 


Pais de Vaux can produce yet a greater Num- 


ber than any of them, and that excluſive of 
the good Families which are originally from 


France, and which are certainly far from be- 


ing modern Upſtarts: It is ſome Centuries 
that the Proofs that the Houſes of Sacondi, 
Chandieu, and Lauriol are quite the Re- 
verſe, have been in Reputation in the Chap- 


ters of Lyons and St. (Claude. f 
5 1 | From 


in 
From Vewai I paſs'd by the Caſtle of Chil- 


bn, the Reſidence of the Baily, who was 
then abſent. This Caſtle, built, near five 


hundred Years ago, by Peter of Savoy, ſtands 
on certain Rocks in the Lake, and is encom- 


paſs'd with very thick Walls and ſtrong Tow- 
ers. I thence proceeded to the New City, at 
the Extremity of the Lake of Geneva, which 


is the ſame with that of Lauzane. It is an ill- 
contriv d, melancholy Town: They tell us, 


that its Hoſpital, where all neceſſitous Paſſen- 
gers are very charitably receiv'd, was built 
by Ameus V. who died there of a Leproſy ; 
but this Epocha does not in the leaſt agiee 
with the Savoyard Chronicle. „ 
From the New City, paſſing by Roche, 
here a great Quantity of Salt is made, I 
went to paſs the Night at Bex, from whence 


took a Trip to Old Bex to viſit the Sources 


of thoſe Waters, which have been diſcover d 
in a certain Branch of the Alpes, near the 
Village of Are vage I at firſt imagin'd thoſe 
Springs to have been a- like in Taſte to the 
Sea Water, but it is altogether as freſh as 
that we drink of, and does not become ſalt 
til after having paſs d over Veins of that 
Mineral, whereof the Water inſtantly takes 
the acrimonious Savour, and entering, at the 
ame Time, into certain Pipes, kept in ex- 
ceeding good Order, it runs into Reſervato- 
les, which emit it into Cauldrons, where, 


K 4 when 


when it has taken a certain Degree of Hei, 
it is converted into Salt, as white, and every 
* as good, as any that can be made in Salt. 
ans of the moſt ancient Standing. I de. 
ſcended by four hundred and fifty two Steps 
cut out in the Rock, where I met with ſeve- 
ral Veins of Sulphur, which communicate 
their Savour to the Water which paſſes by 
them. Great Care is taken to prevent the 
ſulphureous Waters from mixing with tix | 
other good ones. I am abundantly ſatifed Ml 
at my having viſited the Bowels of that WM { 
Mountain, from whence I came not out 'till MM 7 


J had travers'd a ſtrait Gallery, of five hur- Ne 
dred Fathoms in Length; nor can one get Ml v 
out of that wonderful ſubterraneous Paſſige N 
only by one Place, which is directly oppoſite ¶ P. 
to that Mouth by which I enter'd, conduct ab 
ed by Torch-light, I am throughly pe- ne 
ſuaded, that in theſe Ages we meet not with WM Ct 
any modern Work which does ſo much Ho- 0 
nour to its Undertakers as does this prodi- tat 
gious Performance to thoſe who firſt ſet on i ver 
Foot fo uſeful and advantageous an Enter fie 
prize. The Canton of Bears is carrying oof the 


a very conſiderable Work of the ſame Nature, 
in another Mountain, where they have 4. Hort 
ready cut a Gallery into the Rock, whici the 
terminates in Mines of Sulphur, the Colour i 
whereof inclines ſomewhat to Sea-green. | 


Ire 


BS 

| re-enter'd the Valais Road; and, hay ing 
viſited the Abby of St. Maurice, which is in 
none of the beſt Hands, I fell into a very 
fne Highway, which does not begin till we 
come at the Foot of a Mountain, belonging 
to the Alpes, where the Fall of the Waters 
forms the moſt beautiful Caſcade I ever be- 
held: We go almoſt all the Way between 
the Khine and the Alpes, from whence ſpring 
2 great Number of Rivulets, which precipi- 
tate their Streams into that River: I have not 
ſeen a Bit of barren uſeleſs Ground in all the 
Pais de Valais; every Foot of it is cultivated, 
even to the very Tops of the Mountains, 
which I am told are exceedingly fertile and 
very well peopled. Sion, the Capital of the 
Province, is the wildeſt and moſt diſagree- 
able Place you can poſſibly imagine; ne- 
vertheleſs one might there make tolerable 
Cheer with a good Cook, with which it is 
not unneceſſary to go provided, if one would 
tat any thing Chriſtian like. Strangers are 
very much exacted on in this Country; but 
tie Inhabitants live very cheap: The Bread 
they make at Son is excellently good; in 
their Gardens grow the beſt Fruits of every 
Sort; and one drinks Wines far preferable tq 
| the Natives of the Canton, who have all the 
il Qualities of the Italian. I fancy that it is 
their Form of Government, and the Me- 
tiods us'd in obtaining Charges that conti- 
N gually 
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nua\ly keep alive Cabals among them, ang, | 
rene\ving at the ſame Time their Jealouſy, 
_ perpetuate their domeſtick Feuds and Divi- 
ſions. The Populace bear to the Nobility a } 
moſt jnveterate Hatred : Scarce any other | 
noble Families, except the younger Branch 
of the Houſe of Vera, are left remaining: | 
The Deſcendants of that of Tawelli, once ſo 
very conſiderable, both in the Upper and 
Lower Valais, being acknowledg'd by all 
the Antiquaries of the Pais de Vaux, would 
any one believe it, that becauſe they are 
ſomewhat richer than a great many others, 
and becauſe thoſe of the Houſe of Vera 
have both their Habitations and Purſes open 
to all who approach them, would you believe 
it, I ſay, that, for theſe Reaſons alone, ſome 
Folks have taken it into their Heads to dil- 
pute with them the Purity of ſo undoubted 
an Original? I have been to take a View of 
the Sources of divers Rivers; and making all 
ſſible Haſte: back to Sion, I am return d to 
Laugane, by the ſame Way I took to go to 
the Pais de Valais. I am now going to make 
myſelf ſome Amends in the Pais de Vaux, 
for the bad Inns I met with in the Province 
which I lately quitted. RT. 


L ET. 


1 
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LETTER XIX. 


T Lauzane I again found the ſame 
Diverſion and good Company I had 
left behind me at my Departure : But the 
Joy and Satisfaction I conceiv'd at finding 
myſelf once more in that agreeable Place 
were quite blaſted by unluckily meeting 
there the Duke of Phalaris; which Noble- 
man, in order to excite the Compaſſion of 
the Publick, feign'd himſelf cruelly oppreſs'd 
ind injur'd by a certain great and generous 
Prince, againſt whom he had raſhly broach'd 
tie blackeſt of Calumnies. I went to viſit 
the Baillage of Romerſmoutier, where the 
Bai) Monſieur Villadin lives at the Rate of a 
General Officer who is ambitious of doing 
Honour to his Sovereign. Romerſinoutier is a 
rery indifferent Place, ſituated in a Valley 
do wiſe diſagreeable : It is a conſiderable 
Wy bulge, ſtretching all along by Mount Ju- 
, as far as the Frontier of Burgundy. ] en- 
erd its Temple, which was anciently the 
urch belonging to the Monaſtery which 
TT 
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Rodolphus II. King of Burgundy is recorded | 
to have founded in Favour of an Abbot | 
Clugni The only Monument to be ſeen in 
the Chancel, is that of a certain Prior, of | 
the honourable Houſe of Szifſel, © 
Returning from Romerſmoutier, we again | 

_ call'd upon Meſſieurs De Gingin, among 
which worthy Gentlemen the ſole Complaint | 
to be made is their entertaining thoſe wh 
viſit them too well; neither did we fare in- 
differently at Severi and Pampigni, from 
whence I was conducted to Etoi, which is 2 
fine Country- Seat, belonging to a Gentle 
man of a worthy Family, and a fair Reputz- 
tion: His Children are related to you by 
their Grand-mother, which Lady is the lf 
of a Branch of the Houſe of Argennes, 
Having ſtay'd a few Days longer at Lau. 
Sane, I ſet out for the Canton of Beam, 
in which Road we meet with the ſmall City 
of Moudon, rather ancient than conſiderable: 
It ſeems to have been re-built either by one 
of the Burgundian Kings, or by a Duke of 
Zeringen ; and it is one of the four good 
Towns in the Pais de Vanx, in ſpite of its 
melancholy Situation, and the little Trade 
it has: The Batly reſides in the Caſtle of Li: 
cen, built on a ſmall Eminence agreeable e- 
nough ; it is ſaid to have been the Reſidence 
of tie Governors there eſtabliſh'd: by = 
| ukes 


E 

Dukes of Savoy, when thoſe Princes were 
olſeſo d of the greateſt Part of the Pais de 

_ | „ 
From Moudon I got, in one Day; to 
Bearn, Capital of the Canton which bears 
tat Name: This City is not of any great 
W /ntiquity ; but it is very large, well built, 
Jud extremely populous. Bertholdus IV. 
Duke of Zeringen, 1s taken to be its Foun- 
der; but his Son is ſaid not to have been 
much its Benefactor. Be that as it will, 
the City is rich and well ſituated. There 
re in it three great Streets, the Manſions 
whereof, being of Free-Stone, are almoſt 
| on Arches, with very commodious Gal- 
kries under which one may walk dry in ſpite 
of the moſt rainy Seaſon of the Year. Bearn 
ſtands on a Platform, in a Sort of a Penin- 
la, form'd by the River Aar, which waſhes 
tle City in three different Places: The 
ſourth Angle is cover'd by four Baſtions, 
ind with broad and well-kept Ditches 
which very ſeldom want Water. This Can- 
ton is exceeding powerful, and is govern'd by 
loch as make few falſe Steps. Beſides the 
ix honourable and potent Houſes of the Can- 
ton, and of all which that of Erlac, deſcend- 
ed from a Count of Neufchatel, is the moſt 
Oonſpicuous, there are ſeveral other noble 
nd ancient Families, which have been ho- 
ourd with the Dignity of bearing the im- 
RD portant 


= x 
—＋ Charge of A voher. The People «ff 


earn have naturally a good Share of Senſe 
and qudgment, and at preſent they have the 
Reputation not to want Politeneſs : But their 
ſullen, preciſe and diſdainful Air ſeldom at- 
tracts the Hearts of thoſe who are not wel 
2 with them. 3 
I left Bearn, in order to viſit Fyibungl, 
the Capital of one of the Catholic Canton: 
The City is built upon the River Sana, fit: 
ated partly on the Declenfion of an indiff- 
rently high Hill, and the Remainder in a 
Valley ſurrounded by little Eminencies; and 
this Part of the Town is join'd to the reſt by 
three Bridges, which are frequently borne 
away by the Impetuoſity of that River's Cur- 
rent. Theſe diſtin& Parts together form 
moſt irregular City, in which neverthelel 
one meets with ſome good Houſes, two or 
three ſpacious Squares, and ſeveral Convent, 
the Gardens whereof are extremely pleaſant 
in the Spring of the Year. The People af 
this Canton are not rich; but, to make ſome 
Amends for that Defect, they are good. m. 
turd, affable, and tolerably pacifick. Tbei 
City, built in 1179, has had its Revolutions 
and Changes of Maſters, as well as may 
others. I viſited the Hermitage, eſtabliſh, 
ſome Years ſince, by a well-diſpos'd pots 
Anchoret, who drown'd himſelf after he had 


hew'd out of the Rock that ſolitary _ 
TT, b which 


1 
which both Natives and Strangers go to fee 
out of Curioſity. In this Canton are ſeverail 
| Rivers very plentiful of Fiſh : The Soil is 
| fruitful, and produces enough of every Ne- 
eſſary excepting Wine, with which the Inha- 
bitants ſupply themſelves from Burgundy, or 
the Pais de Vaux. 


quitted Hiburgh to take a Turn in the 


Territory of Avanche, which is rather rich 
in the Bounty of its Soil than conſiderable 
for the Largeneſs of its Exitent. Awvarche, 
term'd by Tacitus the Metropolis of all SWiſ 


ſerland, ſtands on the Lake Morat : Its Ruins, 


as well as the Chronicles of that Country, 


ſufficiently give us to underſtand, that it was 


formerly a large Place: It is no wholly ob- 
ig d to its ſmiling Situation that it is not a 
very melancholy Abode. One of its honeſt 
Inhabitants ſhew'd me a Meclal, on which 
b the Repreſentation of a Wor nan, pretend- 
ed to be that of one Aventica', Miſtreſs to 
king Helveticus, from whom the Name of 


tieſe Cantons, Helvetia, is dierivd: The 


ame Perſon added, That this Prince built a 
City, at the Interceſſion of his Miſtreſs, who 
cus d it to be call'd after her own Name. 
What is to be depended ori in this Matter, 
ie that this City has never borne any other 
Name, ſince its Foundation, but that of A- 


wnicum in Latin, and that of Avanche in 


le Language of the Country. 2 
] went 
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I went from Avanche to Morat, a ſmall 


City, exceeding pleaſantly ſituated on its 


own Lake; which partly forms the River 
Muraine. This City is celebrated by the 


Defeat of Charles the Raſh, Duke of Bur. | 


gundy, over whom the Swiſs obtain'd a moſt 


compleat Victory, fatal to the Burgundian,, | 


the Bones of thoſe of that Nation who fell in 


the Battle being heap'd up in a Chappel, | 


which ſtands by the Lake Side : A great 
Number of thoſe Bones are ſtill to be ſeen, 
together with an Inſcription in Latin, which 
ſerves for a Monument of the Victory gain'd 
by the Helverick Forces over fo warlike a 
Prince, and one who look'd on himſelf as in- 


vincible. © 
From Morat 1 paſs'd on to Payerne, thro | 


ſeveral fine Plains and by ſome beautiful Ri- 
ſings, agreeably mix'd. Payerne, waſh'd by 
the River Brie, is one of thoſe Cities con- 
cerning whicli little or no Mention is ever 
made. From thence I turn'd off to Neufcha- 
tel, the Capital Town of a Country which 


is ſhut up within the Boſom of Swwiſſerland. 
The City ſtands at the Foot of Mount Jura, | 


between its own Lake and the neighbouring 


Mountains, by which it is very cloſely con- 


fin d. The Lake abundantly ſupplies it with 
excellent Trouts, and other good Fiſh. | 
have ſeen a great many Cities, whoſe ve- 


ry Gardens are not ſo neatly kept as . 
1 the 


© Tor 1 | 

me Vine-yards of Neuchatel, out of which 1 
ts Wl have drank ſome moſt delicious Wines at the 
er WF Habitation of Monſieur de Froment, who, 
le WF with a free and generous Heart, does Honour 
'- WF to his Charge as Governor. In this City one 
t WH may live extremely well, and that at a rea- 
„ bnable Rate; nay, one may find very honeſt 
n and ſociable People to converſe with, but 
„way more who ought to be avoided : A- 
i rnongſt others there is a moſt conſummate 
1 Hypoctite, and two or three ſcurvy Tax- 
1 Gatherers, who have ſeveral Occupations be- 
d ides that which they profeſs: One gains more 
« WM than can eaſily be imagin'd in never having 
tte leaſt Intercourſe with ſuch Sort of Chaps. 
It ought not to ſurprize one that Neuchatel 
0 ls built after a Manner ſomewhat groteſque, 
s Situation being ſo odd, and ſingular as it 
b. There are, nevertheleſs a conſiderable 
Number of good Houſes; and the Inhabi- 
ts make frequent Aſſemblies, yet till 
without having ever the more rea] Friend- 
hip for each other. The Reverend Mr. 
(ierwald inſtructs, very regularly, his Con- 
gegation by good and edifying Sermons, and 
iy his Deeds gives them a true Idea of his 
Principles: This worthy Paſtor beholds him- 
elf likely to live after his Death in his pro- 
ming Offspring, who are far from diſho- 
ouring their Family. I have made a Viſit 
o the City and Caſtle of Valangin, much 

* leſs 


Liberty, good Company, and abundance of 


to Neuchatel croſs the Lake, in which [alt | 
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leſs worth ſeeing than are their Dependan. 


cies: I was quite charm'd with the Sight of 
five Vallies, at the Foot of Mount Fura, and | 
ſome Habitations which I met with on the 
Mountains. | : | 
From Neuchatel I went to Yverdun, having 
before I reach'd thither tir'd myſelf witli 
viewing the Caſte of Grandſon, which I had 
not been at the Pains. of viſiting were it not 
that I had a Deſire to examine its Plain, 
wherein the above-mention'd Duke of Bu 
gundy was again, defeated, which Prince's 
Fortune againſt the Siſf was always very 
indifferent. Tverdun is pleaſantly enough | 
ſituated, and tolerably well built, ar the 
Head of the ſame Lake by which ſtands Nu. 
chatel, from which Lake it reaps many Ad- 
vantages: Its Inhabitants are a very ſociable 
and good Sort of People. The City of Or, | 
by which runs a River of the ſame Name, i- 
very advantageouſly ſituated on a riſing 
Ground: There is to be ſeen the Founds- 
tion of a Caſtle wherein Queen Theudelinda, 
Siſter to T heodoric, King of Burgundy, is ſaid | 
to have reſided. 3 
From this {mall City, in which one finds 


Wild-Fowl, Gc. I repaſs'd by Tveraun, in 
order to have the Conveniency of returning 


Place I ſtay'd but two Days, and in that Inter 
va 
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val I was at the taking of a prodigious Num- 
ber of fugitive Trouts, who quit the Lake 
to betake themſelves to the River Reuſe, 
where, with an incredible Dexterity, the 
Peaſants ſtrike them with Javelins, or Fiz- 
A | PR. 
Taking Leave of Neuchatel, in order to 


viſit Zurich, I had in my Paſſage a Sight of 
the little City of Bienne, ſituated on its own 
Lake, which abounds with Fiſh The River 
Ichus, having firſt water'd the delightful 
Fields in the Town's Neighbourhood , 
glides as it were inſenſibly into this Lake. 
Few Towns in Swiſſerland enjoy the Free- 
dom as does Bienne, whoſe Temporal Af- 
fairs are under the Regulation of the Biſhop 
of Baſle, who has his Reſidence at Polantrer. 
went from Bienne to dine at Soleure, a re- 
gularly fortified Place: The City is well e- 
nough built ; and its Outworks are no leſs 


agreeable to the Eye than are a good Num- 


ber of beautiful Houſes round about the 
Neighbourhood of the City: In it are two 
or three diſtinguiſhable Families, among 
whom one may paſs the Time with all ima- 

ginable Satisfaction. 
From Soleure 1 took up my Night's Quar- 
ters in the pretty City of Aro, built on 
the Bank of the River Har, from whence it 
derives its Name. The Soil is fertile, and 
well cultivated, This City, which ſeemsao 
L 2 have 
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have been built by the Vandals, enjoys great 
Immunities ; and the Counts of Hasburg, 
and ſeveral] Dukes of Auſiria, have thought 
it worthy their ordinary Reſidence. Baden 
is alſo a very fine Place; the City being one 


of the beſt built Towns in Swiſſerland, and 


is the Capital of a County, or Earldom of 
that Name; which Appellation it takes from 
its Baths, the Excellence whereof is highly 
extoll'd by the Inhabitants. This ſmall So- 
vereignty belong'd to the Houſe of Haching, 
at the Time when the Swiſs made themſelves 


Maſters of it: In this City it is that all the 


Members, or Deputies of the Si Cantons 
meet to conſult of General Matters; and 
thither foreign Embaſſadors never fail to re- 


ſort. In and about it have been diſcoverd 


many Medals, and an Inſcription of the Empe- 


ror Trajan, which are not neglected by the Cu- 


rious. The Baths which render it ſo famous, 
are below the City, in a well-built Village, 
in the Midſt whereof is a handſom Square, 
encompaſs'd with very good Publick-Houles, 
for that Part of the World, in every one of 
which is a Bath for the Accommodation of 
their reſpective Lodgers: There are upwards 
of thirty Baths, as well private as publick, 
excluſive of thoſe on the other Side of the 
River, where are the Houſes to which tie 
Country-People reſort to bathe themſelves. 
The Waters appear'd to me very ſulphu- 

| | reous, 
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reous, with a ſmall Tincture of Allom. This 


City chuſes its own Magiſtrates, and is go- 
vern'd by Laws independent of the Bally 


there ſettled by the eight Cantons to which 


it is ſubject: The River Limagus, navigable 
for Boats, waters both the Town and its 
Territory. 

By Roads extremely broken, and very 
much differing from each other, I got to Zu- 
mich, This is the Capital of the firſt Sewiſs 
Canton; and is ſituated on a very filhy Lake. 
Its Antiquity is ſo well known, that it has 
not the leaſt Neceſſity to ſeek for the Foun- 
der in the Perſon of a certain Turricus, one 
who, perhaps, never exiſted. - Ceſar, in his 
Commentaries, makes Mention of this City 
frequently enough to induce one to judge 
that in his Days it was no inconliderable 
Face, Its Situation is good, and the Build- 
mgs fichtly : Its Citizens are rich, great. 
Traders, hoſpitable and charitable enough, 
ard very firm in their Reſolutions; Their or- 
dinary Walk is upon two beautiful wooden 
Bridges, laid a-croſs the River Limagus, 
which divides into two Parts this City, 
which (till can ſhew a good Share of the Li- 


9 berality of King Clovis III. and the Emperor 


barlemagne. We there meet with very ho- 
reſt People; but it is very dear Living, bat- 
ng which Zurich is no wiſe diſagreeable. I 

L 3 could, 
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„ 
could, however, like ſtaying here at Lucene 
better than there. | 

This City, which is thought to derive its 
Name from a Lantern, wont to be lighted 
on the Top of a Tower, to direct the Boats 
which went and came by Night over the 
Lake on the Bank whereof it ſtands ſituate, 
It is the Metropolis, or Capital of the firſt 
of the Catholick Cantons, and the ordinary 
Reſidence of the Pope's Nuncio. The River 


RNRuſe, which divides it in two Parts, almoſt 


like Zurich, likewiſe furniſhes it with a Wall- 
ing-Place, pleaſant enough, by the Conve- 
niency it affords of taking the Air upon the 
wooden Bridge laid over it, which is of a 
very conſiderable Length and Bredth. The 


| Inhabitants of Lucerne, who are no Haters 


of Strangers, are very induſtrious, and great 
Traders; and they are much more oblig'd to 
their Lake, which yields them many Advan- 
tages, than they are to their dry and barren 
Soil: However Living is not there exorbi- 


tantly dear; and J met with, both among 


the Nobility, Gentry and Citizens, People 
much at their Eaſe, and very ſociable and com- 
municative. The Form of their Government 
comes ſomewhat near that of Bearn; Jul- 
tice being adminiſter'd in thofe two Cantons 
very much alike. J am ſoon to leave this 
Place, with a Mianeſe Gentleman, of ſome 
„„ | D iſtinction, 
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Diſtinction, whom I ſhall accompany to the 
Frontier of his own Country : I wiſh you 
may ever enjoy Pleaſure and Tranquillity in 
yours. | 


= 


LETTER XX. 
| Baſil, Spt. 20, 1722, 


[ Was fo well pleas'd with the City of Lu- 
cerne, that I had an Inclination to viſit 
the greateſt Part of its Territory. There I 
met with two ſmall Lakes, wherein are 
found a Sort of Cray-Fiſh, of a blueiſn black 
Colour, which never turn red when boil'd, 
and whereof they make excellent Soup, and 
good Ragouts. In my Rambles, I viſited 
the ancient Caſtle of Hashurg, which you 
muſt not, however, confound with that 


which gave Birth to the Founders of the 


Houſe of Auſtria. After that I went to ſee 
the Villages of Meggen, Lutzelan, and Dem- 
men, each of which has its Bath of Mineral 
Water, participating of Copper, Sulphur 
nd Allom. From theſe Baths, whoſe Re- 
putation yearly draws to them a great Num- 
ber of ailing Perſons, I clamber'd up to the 
Top of the celebrated Mountain Pilate, con- 

2 -ho4 cerning 


168 
cerning which, many unaccountable Stories 
have been told, which were formerly given 
out for undoubted Truths: But all thoſe fine 
Hiſtories at preſent paſs for no other than 
downright Fable; and the People peaceably 
enjoy, from the Summit thereof, a moſt de. 
lightful Proſpect: Nor do J ever remember 
to have met with a finer, or more curious 
one; ſince, beſides a very great Number of 
Villages and Towns, one may diſcover from 
the Point of that Mountain twelve or thir- 
teen Lakes, and five or fix Rivers. 

Wilſaw and Rotheburg, are two pretty 
Cities, formerly appertaining to two Counts 
of different Houſes, but of an equally il|nl-| 
trious Birth: How pure ſoever their Original 
might have been, many potent Sovereigns 
had much rather ſearch for theirs in loſt, re- 
mote Sources, than find it very good, and 
indiſputably clear, in the Neighbourhood of 
their own States. I was not by any Means 
able to diſcover, in the Rivulet of Colabac, 
(which iſſues out of a neighbouring Moun- 
tain in order to water the rich and ſpacious 
Valley of Lentibouch) one ſingle Particle of 
thoſe Bits and Sands of Gold which ſeveral | 
curious Searchers, more fortunate than my- 
ſelf, affirm to have gather'd up in that Place. 
The little City Sempac would be at this 
Day of very ſmall Conſideration, were it 
not for the memorable Victory gain'd by if 

| Fr a Swiſs 
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Swiſs over the Army of an Auſtrian Duke, 
who there loſt his Life, together with 
an exceeding great Number of 2 
and diſtinguiſned Gentry; part of whoſe 
Names and Arms are ſtill to be ſeen in a 


Church which was erected a little beneath 
the City, in the very Field of Battle, and on 
| the individual Spot of Ground where that 


Prince's Body lay. This City, notwithſtand- 


| ing it is very far from being beautiful, en- 


joys great Privileges : The Juriſdiction of its 


| Foyer, who is the chief Perſon there, ex- 


tends no. farther than does the Lake, which 
is form'd in that Place by the River Sur. The 
great Abbey, St. Urbans, belonging to the 
(iftercians, is exceeding rich and powerful; 
but the Community is compos'd in a manner 
like all the others that are to be met withal 
in Swiſſerland. | 

| tranſiently paſs'd through the poor City 
Cerſcau, built at the Extremity of the Lake 
of Lucerne. From this Place Altdorf, the Ca- 
pital of the Canton of Uri, is extremely dif- 
rent: It is conſiderably large, and advan- 
tageouſly ſituated on the Bank of its own 
Lake, in a Plain, at the Foot of a Chain of 
very high Mountains : It has ſeveral Chur- 
ches, and ſome religious Communities, the 


WH Architecture whereof is leſs curious to be 


lewd than are the Ruins of a Fortreſs erected 
ere by the Emperor Albert, to keep in Awe 
1 the 
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the Inhabitants, who within theſe forty 
Years have there eftabli{n'd a Company for 


the cutting and polithing Cryſtal. 

I took from en. 

and having travers d a Plain of three Leagues 
over, in which ſtands the Village of Hllinen, 
where are ſome Quarries of black Marble 
with white Veins, I got to the Foot of Mount 
St. Gothard, near which I went to viſit a 


fine Vitriol Mine: With great Pains and | 


Pleaſure I aſcended that Mountain. The 


Way, which is an important Paſs into Italy, | 


is extremely rugged in Summer, and not a 


little dangerous in Winter ; but in the plea- | 


ſant Seaſon of the Spring it js inexpreſſibly 


amuſing, fince one every now and then 


finds one's ſelf in an agreeable Foreſt, from 


whence we paſs under moſt frightful Rocks, 
the which, ſuſpended in the Air and cover- 


ing the Road, continually threaten to cruſh 
to Pieces all who paſs under their Shadow ; 


while at the ſame Inſtant, ſeveral Torrents, | 
which fall from the Mountains, and precipt- | 


tate themſelves into the Rivers iſſuing fiom 
the ſame Mountains, form certain Caſcades 
and Iris, which make a Traveller forget the 
Danger he has eſcaped. Never enough can 
be ſaid of the Perſeverance and Agility of 


the Inhabitants of thoſe Mountains, who | 


take inconceivable Pains in continually keep- 


ing the Roads open, at a prodigious m_—_— 
| ot 


the Road to Italy; 
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both Winter and Summer; and who joining 


together uncouth craggy Cliffs, with arch d 
Bridges, hew through the hardeſt Rocks, in 
ſome Places, to make a Paſſage; and when 
1 Road ſo made appears to be in Danger of 
ſinking, they ſupport it with good ſubſtantial 
Walls, or Props, form'd of mighty Pieces 
of whole Timber, faſten'd together with 
ſtrong Braces of Iron. On the Summit of 
Mount St. Gothard ſtands a Convent of Ca- 
puchins, from whence are diſcoverd four 
Biſhopricks, contiguous to each other; vis. 
Milan, Newvare, Core and Sion; nor do all the 


Proſpects I ever ſaw, either from Mount 


Lebanon, or other Mountains, come near this. 
From the ſame Capuchin Monaſtery I like- 
wiſe had a Sight of ſeveral clear and tranſ- 
parent Lakes, from whence flow the River 
Ten, which paſſes into Italy, and the Rus, 
which deſcends into Swiſſerland ; both theſe 
are affirm'd to have their Sources in thoſe 
oO 6, | 

Coming down from St. Gothard, I enter'd 
2 Bottom call'd the Trembling Valley, where 
one paſſesover a Spot which is a Sort of Bridge 
compos'd of Ice, or rather of frozen Snow, 


under which, with no ſmall Rapidity, runs 


a noily River: This unaccountable Paſſage 
appear d to me very little ſatisfactory to 
Lovers of Curioſities, In theſe Mountains 
is often found good Store of Cryſtal, and 
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Stones of ſeveral different Colours; and 


near Ayrolo there is a Fountain of mineral 


Waters, partaking of Nitre and Vitriol. | 
went to Ceſtinen, where I ſtay'd two Days, 
as well to reſt myſelf as to take a deliberate | 
View of a Cryſtal Mine, diſcover'd very late- | 
ly in that Territory. The Town is handſom | 


and well ſituated, not more than four Leagues 
diſtant from the Valley, where ſtands the 
Entrance into St. Gothard : It is generally | 


the Place where Travellers either dine or 


paſs the Night. I took a Ramble in the | 
Valley of Urſeren, which is a ſmall Territory, J 
rugged and exceſſively cold; but I had not 
been half ſo near freezing to Death, bad 
not my Curiolity led me to take a View of | 
the Mouths of three great Roads; which | 
are that to Itah by Mount St. Gothard ; that | 
| ourche, and from whence is | 
an ealy Deſcent into the Milaneſe; and that | 
to the Griſon Cantons by Mount Taveſb. Wl 


to Vilair by La 


The Inhabitants of Urſeren are unciviliz'd 


Savages ; all their Firing is Roſe-tree. The | 
large Town of Swizz, pleaſantly fituated | 
near the Lake belonging to the four Cantons, Ml © 
among Mountains of a great Height, and pou 
alm oſt on the Bank of the River Mita, is 
r ch and exceeding populous. There are ſome | 
tolerable good Buildings, among which St. | 


Martin's Church, and the Town-Hall, are 


much more worthy of Commendation, than | 


are 
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ire the two Capuchin Monaſteries and the 
| Nuns Convent. The Canton of Switz 
has partly the Honour of having given a 
Name to the whole Swiſs Nation, without 
y one's being able to produce the true 
Reaſon : All that 1 could poſibly pick out of 
that Tradition is, that the People of that 
| Canton were exceeding warlike in former 
Ages, and who deduce their Original from a 
Colony of Swedes, were the firſt who en- 
counter d and vanquiſh'd the Auſtrians, and 
by thole Means ſecur'd their own Liberties, 
nd that of all their Allies; ſince when 
the Name of Swiſs, deriv'd from that of 
Swede, or which ſeems to bear an Affinity 
therewith, has continued to the whole Hel- 
delicx Body. In the little Town of Art, is 
to be ſeen the Vaſe of a Fountain, of a ſingle 
ſtone, and conſequently all of one Piece, 
which would be an Ornament to a Place 
el far greater Conſideration. 

La Marche, a Name which fignifies Limit, 
or Frontier, by Reaſon that in Effect it anci- 
ently ſerv d as a Boundary between the Hel- 
wtians and the G1:ſons, is a Territory whoſe + 
| Circumference exceeds not four Leagues, but 
b extremely fertile, uniform, and agreeable : 
Its Inhabitants are ſupply'd by the Lake with 
ine Cray-fiſh, and admirable good Trouts, 
This Country, which a certain Heireſs of 
Count of Homberg, brought in Dowry to 

one 
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one of the Counts of Hasburg, or Habibing, 
was taken from the Houſe of Auſtria by tie 
Forces of the Canton of Appenzel, who ha. 


ving - poſſeſſed themſelves thereof in 2 


War they had with Frederick Duke of Au. 
ſtria, made a Preſent of it to their Allies, 


thoſe of the Canton of Switz, in Acknow-# 
ledgment of the Aſſiſtance they had given 
them in carrying on that War. In a Quar-? 
ter of La Marche, has been diſcover'd a 
Mine of Brafs, or rather a yellow Copper, 
much reſembling Gold: This Metal is hard 
and weighty ; but the Secret of melting it 
is not yet found out. I was detetmin'd not 
to quit the Canton of Seitz, till 1 had vi- 
ſited the ancient and wealthy Abbey of cu 
Lady of the Hermits, belonging to a Com- 
munity of Benellictines, whole Abbot, or Su- 
perior, bears the Title of Prince. It is the 
Loretto of Swiſſerland; for though the Hiſ- 
tory of its Foundation (which I believe to 


be very holy and ſtrongly evidenc'd) is no- 


thing near ſo miraculous as is that of the 
| Lonetto of Itah, yet the Convent of ou Lach 
of the Hermits is full of Riches, and the 
Treaſury of its magnificent Church is very 
conſiderable. ES | 
1 departed from this Abbey for the Canton 
of Baſle, whither I could not get without 
abundance of Trouble, by Reaſon of the un- 
eaſy difficult Roads, The Metropolis of this 
| Canton, 
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! 
Canton is ancient and of very great Account, 
15 well for its conſiderable Extent, as for 
the vaſt Trade carried on there. It is ad- 


mirably well ſituated on the Bank of the 


Rhine, juſt in the Spot where that celebra- 
ted River, ſeeming as if it would form a Bar- 
tier to Swiſſerland, makes an Elbow, and 


turning its Courſe Northwards, paſſes away 


to loſe itſelf in the Ocean. This River cut- 
ting the City Baſle almoſt in the middle, 
makes of it two diſtinct Cities, which hold 
Communication with each other by a fine 
wooden Bridge : The largeſt of the two 
Towns is on the Swiſs Side of the Rhine, 
ind the leſſer looks towards Germany); nor 
nor can it be term'd a ſmall Town, only in 
regard to the other, wherein are reckon'd 
more than one hundred and fifty Streets, 
tour Market-places, and near forty Conduits, 
or Fountains. Its Cathedral, which now 


lerves the Reformed for a Temple, is vaſt and 


exceeding, beautiful: It is adorn'd with: a 
ine marble Altar, large baptiſmal Fonts, and 
a coſtly Organ. There are to be ſeen in 
that Temple the Monument of the Empreſs 
inn of Hochburg, Conſort, to Rodolph, the 


iſt Emperor of that Name, together with 


te Tombs of one of their Children, ſome 
relates, and ſeveral. learned Men, among 
which is that of the famous Eraſmus, who 


"as a great Admirer of Baſle, where he got 


printed 
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printed the greateſt part of his Works, to- Era 
gether with a good Number of thoſe of the MY this 
Fathers of the Church. In a large Arſena} MF tho! 
in this City, they ſhew the Cuiraſs of Charles like 


Duke of Burgund), his Kettle-Drums, his the 


Trumpets, together with Harneſs of a Horſe fam 
which was kill'd under that Prince. The ſelf, 
Town-Houſe is adorn'd with a good Num- I tis | 
ber of fine Paintings, the beſt Part whereof MW 4 
were done by Holbein's own Hand. There MF that 
is likewiſe among the reſt a very remark- II tis 
able Piece of that Artiſt, repreſenting our II cle! 
Saviour's Paſſion, in eight Compattments or Leni 
Diviſions. The celebrated Univerſity of MW Duk 
Baſle, founded by Pope Pins IV. ſtill main- MMI V.! 
tains its Character : It has all along produc'd had 
great Men, and at this Day can ew ſeve- | (crip 
ral; among which Meſſieurs Vernsfels and ſſt a 
Bernoulit are not the leaſt conſpicuous; this off 
latter has the Reputation of being one of the left 
ableſt Mathe maticians of the Age. of u 
I find, as I had been told before I ſaw it, Libr 
many things well worth ſeeing in the pub- WW great 
lick Library, which abounds with very va- dies 
luable Manuſcripts. Here are a Copy of MW nexe' 
the Works of the four Evangeliſts in Greek, it ve 
which paſſes for a Performance of a thouſand priva 
Years ſtanding ; all the Acts of the famous WW fhewy 
Council, which was held in this City ; many piece 
Canons of the Greek Church; ſeveral Letters Profe 
vritten by John Huſs ; a good Number by Th 


Eraſ- 


9713 
Eraſinus and Amerbach, which the Heirs of 
this latter ſold to the Magiſtracy for nine 
thouſand Crowns. In this Library are like- 
likewiſe to be ſeen ſeveral good Pieces by 
the Hand of Holbein, among which are that 
famous Painter's own Picture, done by him- 
elf, at the fame Time when he drew that of 
his Wife, and thoſe of Eraſmus and his Friend 
Auerbach. There is no ſmall Appearance, 
that it was in the great Hall belonging to 
this Library, or, at leaſt under it, that the 
celebrated Council fat, which depos'd Pope Eu- 
genius IV. to whom ſucceeded Amadeus VIII. 
Duke of Savoy, who took the Name of Felix 
V. Many of the Prelates and Doctors, who 
had brought with them their beſt Manu- 
ſcripts, the better to enable them to aſ- 
iſt at this Aſſembly, happening to be taken 
off with the Peſtilence; during its Sitting, 
left behind them all thoſe curious Works, 
of which conſiſts the chief Wealth of this 
Library; the reſt of its Treaſure being, in 
great Part, the Writings taken from the Ab- 
bies in the religious Wars, which, being all an- 
nexed to this new Source, have help'd to ſwell 
it very conſiderably. There are very few 
private Perſons to be met with, who can 
ſhew a Cabinet ſo well fill'd with curious 
bieces and valuable Medals, as is that of the 
Proteflor Feche. : | (i 6 2% ri b 
The Citizens of Baſle will not ſuffer any 
Nobleman to be a Member of their Body, 

M much 
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which charms the Eye with a Landskip 


admitted into that Chapter, the Candidate 
muſt prove the Nobility of his Deſcent ; bat 


moſt exceſſively, more eſpecially when in 
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much leſs of their Council. The Nobility, | Cor 


ſay they, were all proſcribed and baniſhd 
their City at the Reformation, becauſe they | 
had, for a long time before, render d them. | ; 
ſelves odious by their Tyranny, Pride, and | vr 
imperious Haughtineſs. Theſe Republicans | wr 
however, are far from being uncourteous to- de. 


wards Perſons of Rank and Condition ; nor | as 
are they any wiſe at a Loſs to know what | 'T 


Deference ought to be ſhew'd them: But 11 
they decline permitting any to dwell among Il 
them ; alledging, that the Fundamentals, the be 
very Soul of a Common-wealth, is Union; _= 
and that this Union cannot poſſibly be pre- | 
ſerv'd but by the Equality of its Members. | 
The adjacent Parts and Neighbourhood of he 
this City are very beautiful ; but without | = 
any regular Diſpoſition: The Soil is rich 
and abundant ; and its delicious Territory, 


of ſo agreeable a Mixture, does not ter- 
minate till it reaches the Extremity of 
Mount Jura. The Biſhop and Prince of 
Baſle, reſides at Polantreu, and his Canons 
at Arlbeiſem, a fine large Village two Leagues | 
diſtant from this City: Their Church is beau- 
tiful, and their Houſes well built. To be 


it is look'd on as a Derogation not to drink 


Com- 


Boe 

Company of Foreigners, whom they abſo- 
lutely endeavour to make quite drunk. At 
Table they cheat them as much as poſſible, 
and perhaps every where elſe : But notwith- 
ſanding all that has been, or may be ſaid of 
theſe Gentlemen, it is my Opinion, that 
they are fairer Gameſters at Play, tho' they 

have the Character of being other wiſe. 
The ancient Auguſta Ranracorum, found- 
ed by Manutins Plancus, is now no other 
than a wretched poor Village, ſtanding on 
the Bank of the Rhine. Nor is the Caſtle of 
Farniberg, (celebrated for a great Victory 
gain d by the Swiſs, in a Battle they fought, 
to remove the Siege of that Place) either 
beautiful, or in good Repair. The ſmall 
Cities of Muncheſtein and Leichtail are pret- 
tih ſituated, and well built; but they ſcarce 
deſerve the Praiſe of any except of the People 
of the Country. As for the little City of Wal- 
Hung, lying at the Foot of Mount Jura, and 
defended by a Caſtle, whoſe Situation is of 
an exceſſive Height, and which has more than 
once embarraſs'd the Roman Forces, ſtanding 
5 it does in the very Mouth of the Streights 
| between the Mountains, would, in War-time, 
be held as a moſt important Paſs: It is the 
ve from Geneva, Bearn and Soleure, 

0 Dajle, Gp Sed. 
The Canton of Shafouſe is of no great 
Confideration ; but its Territory is fruit- 
M 2 ful 
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ful in Grain, abounds with good Paſture- | 
Ground, and Vineyards, the Wines where- | 
of are not contemptible. The Capita] | 
of this Canton is large, and well ſituated, | 
_ notwithſtanding the Ground on which it is 
built, is not very uniform : Nor is the Town | 
ancient, but conſiderably ſtrong, and ſerves | 
as a Rampart to Sewiſſerland againſt Germany, 
The Rhine, which runs by rendets it | 
a Place of great Trade; and many of 


its Citizens, who value themſelves upon 


their Nobility, are free and ſociable enough, 


but exceſſive Topers. HL 
I ſtay'd not long in that Canton; from 


whence I return'd hither, in order to take a | 


View of the Cities of Polantreu and Mont. 
belliard : The firſt, which is the Capital of 
the State of the Prince, who is Biſhop there- 
of, as he alſo is of Baſle, is very little wort! 


ſeeing, being ſo ill built and ſo very dila- 
greeable : The Jeſuits have there only a ve. 
ry ſmall College; and the much unregarded 


Prince in an ill-contriv'd Caſtle, ſtanding on 
a ſort of a Mountain, leads there a very me- 
lancholy, inactive Life. 


The Prince of Mombelliard, who is of the | 


Houſe of Wirtemberg, at the Place of his A- 
bode, leads in a manner the ſame Life 2: 
does a peaceably diſpos d Baſba in his Sag. 
lio, or 8 His City is no leſs dilagree- 
able to the Eye than is the Caſtle where he 


reſides; | 


mer, 
Villa 
lege 
thro 
ancie 
mam 
inferi 
Perty 


theſe 
ſcript 
pears 
tive ] 
vou 
move 


1 
reſide$ ; it is a kind of Fort, ſtanding on a 
Rock, from whence he may view a good 


Part of his Sovereignty : The River Hall, 


before it enters the Donx, waſhes Part of 
the City. | 
From Montbelliard, which is a County, or 


Exrldom of the Empire, bordering upon A. 


ſatia, and the Franche Comte, 1 took the 
Route of Val St. Limier, into which I enter d 
without repaſſing by Neuchatel; and, from 


that beautiful and fertile Valley of St. Li- 


mer, which deduces its Name from the chief 
Village there, in which was formerly a Col- 
lege of twelve Regular Canons; and paſſing 
thro' Pierre Pertus, I went to lodge at the 
ancient Abbey of Bellelaz, where nothing is 
manufactur'd, except Cheeſe, which is not 
inferior to that which is made at Brie. Pierre 
Pertus is a Branch of Mount Jura, pierc'd 
by the Romans, purpoſely to have free Paſ- 
ge from one Country to the other, forcing 
n Entrance through a very thick and hard 
Rock, where they cut a Way of forty Foot 
long, and four Swiſs Fathoms high, all thro' 
tat rocky Mountain. This is no Work of 


theſe later Ages ; belides, from a Latin In- 


(cription, there to be ſeen, it ſufficiently ap- 
pears to be an Undertaking of the Primi- 
tive Romans ; nor is that Inſcription very 
avourable to thoſe who endeavour to re- 
move the ancient Aventicum out of the Sevrſs 

VP 
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Territories, in order to plant it in another 


Province. 
I went from the Abbey of Bellelai to dine 


at Laimont, where the Biſhop of Polamreu 
has built a fine Houſe: The Collegiate 
Church of this little City is compos'd of 


twelve Canons, who receive their Benefices 
at the Hands of that Prince; it is neat and 
kept in very good Repair. Having been in- 
form'd at Laimont, that there were two pi- 
ous Hermits, who had taken up their Abode 
on a Mountain in that Neighbourhood, | 
made Proviſion of Fiſh in order to viſit them 
in their Retirement : I found this Hermitage 


far exceeding, in Neatneſs, all I had been 
told of it. 


The Modeſty of thoſe two Re- 
cluſes conceals from the Curious whether 


| they are Perſons of Condition, as in the | 


Country they are thought to be; they ſubſiſ 
on a Penſion allow'd them by their Relations, 
and others, who are not known: The Situi- 
tion of this Retirement is perfectly agrees 
ble. | „„ 
Setting out from this Hermitage, I went 


to lodge it the Caſtle of Lanſchroon, an 


Edifice regularly fortified, and ſituated on 4 
very high Mountain. This is a Caſtle, be- 
longing to his Moſt: Chriſizan Majeſty, up0" 
the Borders of Alſatia towards Sw1ſſerlan 
whither Priſoners of State are frequent!) 
ſent,' under the Care of two Campers - 
LL » - 49 % ER Invalide. 
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Inyalids. From this Fort, or Caſtle, T went 
to the Abbey of Notre Dame de la Pierre, 
whoſe Convent, tho' exceeding rich, is not 
ſo magnificent as appear'd to me to be a cer- 
tain Inn, or Tavern, lately built by the Com- 
munity for the Accommocation of thoſe Pil- 
grims, who, for Devotion, at ſome ſet Sea- 
— of the Year, flock thither in Swarms. I 
found this whole Brotherhood, of Bene- 
lickint, in Arms againſt their Abbot; nor is it 
in the Power of the Abbot of St. Gal, not- 
withſtanding his utmoſt Endeavours, to re- 
duce them to Unity: This latter Eccleſiaſtick 
every Moment expects the Arrival of the 
Pope's Nuncio, to terminate this War, the 
greateſt Part of the Expence whereof I have 
already condemn'd the mutinous Monks to 
defray, and that in the Preſence of the warm- 
elt and moſt vigorous of their Community. 

From Notre Dame de la Pierre, I went to 
| refreſh myſelf, during a Repoſe of three 
| Days, with a wealthy Miſſiſſipian, who paſles 
his Life moſt deliciouſly in a Caſtle, which 
he has very elegantly furniſh'd: This undi- 
ſturb d Epicurean had a nothing leſs Share in 
the Affairs of the Times than any one who- 
ever; but he never opens his Mouth but 
vith all imaginable Reſerve and Circum- 
Faun. expreſſing a Deference and Regard 
or all who are worthy thereof. | 
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1. return'd to Baſle, where I went to viſtt | 
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the Fort of Huninguen, about a Cannon-Shot gr 
diſtant from this City: It ſtands on the Bank H. 
of the Rhine, and is both well fortified and me 
kept in excellent good Repair. 1 took a MI tal 
Ramble from thence in the Plain and Moun- M for 


tain of that Name, from whence I juſt en- M Cu 
ter d the Marquiſate of Baden, without pe- bei 
netrating farther into that Territory: 1 look M wil 
on it to be an exquilitely fine Country, and an MI ger 
inexhauſtible Magazine to thoſe who inhabit M of 
it. I paſsd below Baſle to take a View of MW For 
the pretty City of Bryuk, on the River Har; MW Ma 


from whence I paſs'd on to Kunifelden, where MI try. 
now is to be found only a Part of the ſump- - 
tuous Church, formerly there erected by Eli. bur 
zabeth, Queen Conſort to Albert of Auſtria, be: 
King of the Romans: All thoſe Monuments MW atte 
of Princes and Princeſſes, who were once MW mer 
there inhum'd, are now no longer to be met ¶ bare 
with. Near Vindiſb, which is now no other MW fron 
than a wretched Hamlet, between the Rivers W vis. 
Rus and Ay, I viſited the ancient Caſtle of MW bis | 
Habsburg, built, nine hundred Years ſince, Jet 
by a Count of Altemburg, from whom is te- Var! 
corded to have deſcended the Founder of the tries 
Auſtrian Family. This old Caſtle, of which WJ Way: 
nothing is now left remaining, except ſome W wher 
Towers, ſtanding on a very high Eminence, bund 


| deſerves not to be mention'd on any other FW # by 


Account, but that it had the Honour of be- letun 


185) 
ing the chief Place of Reſidence of ſeveral 
great Perſonages from whom that auguſt 
Houſe viſibly derives its Original. I once 
more return'd to Baſle, in order there to 
take Leave of the Süß, Cantons: But be- 
fore 1 quit this Place, as well to ſatisfy your 
Curioſity, as by Anticipation to prevent my 
being interrogated by you on that Subject, I 
will do my beſt to give you a tranſient, yet 


genuine Idea of the Original of the Swiſſers, 


of the Cauſe of their Independency, of their 
Form of Government, of their Cuſtoms and 
Manners, and of the Situation of their Coun- 
W | 

1 the primitive Riſe of theſe People is 
buried in a very remote Antiquity, it would 
be a Matter of no ſmall Difficulty for me to 


attempt treating of their very firſt Eſtabliſn- 


ment; but there is ſomewhat more than a 
bare Appearance, that they are deſcended 
{rom thoſe Nations, mention d by Titus Li- 
ww, in his Decades, and of whom C#zſar, in 
his Commentaries, ſo frequently diſcourles : 
Yet as that People, no leſs enterprizing than 
warlike, carried their Hoſtilities into Coun- 
tries in which their Attempts were not al- 
ways crown:d with Succeſs; and as it no 
where clearly appears, that the Groſs of three 
hundred thouſand Men, defeated in Burgun- 
dy by Ceſar, in a Body and in Parties, ever 
teturn'd to the Country from whence they 
| r 
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firſt ſet out, there is a Probability, that their | 


| Vacancy was ſupplied by Strangers, Inheri- | 
tors both of their martial Genius, Patrimony | 


and Ambition. Nor can I ſufficiently di- 
ſtinguiſh the Swiſſers, to trace down their | 
Deſcent to our preſent Age, any higher than 
a little before the Reign of Clotary II. King | 
of France. It was in his Reign that the City 
of Nyon was repair'd ; that Romont was built, | 
in a very advantageous and pleaſant Situati- 
on, by a private Nobleman; and that St. 
Gal, a Diſciple of St. Colomban, eſtabliſh'd } 
Chriſtianit) in that Country, then divided | 
among a great Number of petty Tyrants, | 
who, apparently, had ſhaken off the Impe- 
rial Yoke: Other Noblemen, at the ſame | 
Time, fortified themſelves in the Cities 
which their Anceſtors had built, waging in- | 
ceſlant War againſt each other, either to gra- | 
tify their warlike Inclination, or to follow | 
the miſerable Example of ſeveral dignified | 
Abbots, whoſe Opulency increaſing, and giving | 
Spurs to their natural Avarice, inſpir'd them 
with Projects which, for many Years, ren- 


der'd that unhappy Country a wretched | 


Theater of Blood and Rapine. The Empe- | 
rors, in Proceſs of Time, having acquird a 


| ſomewhat firmer Footing in Sw:ſſerland, let | 


Governors over thoſe People, whoſe Tyran- | 
ny appear'd to the Swiſs wholly inſupporta- 
ble. One of theſe Governors, having been 
Es | | n | Wy defeated, 


187 
defeated, near Chillon, by Peter of Savoy, 
could not hinder that Prince from poſſeſſing 


himſelf of the greateſt Part of the Pais de 


Vaux, the Entrance whereof was, on their 
Side, bravely and moſt vigorouſly defended 
by the Inhabitants of Tverdun. Three Pea- 
ſants, one of Uri, another of itz, and a 
third of Underwald, quite weary of that bur- 
thenſome Yoke, roſe up and ſhook it from 
their Necks, four hundred Years ſince, cauſing 
their reſpective Cantons to revolt from the 
Emperor Albert; maintaining for a while their 
Liberty againſt the utmoſt Efforts of all the 
other Cantons, who at length follow'd the 
Example of thoſe three Ring-Leaders. King 


Lewis XI. having in Perſon experienc'd the 


Proweſs of the Szwiſs Nation, enter'd into an 
Alliance with them, who undertook to ſup- 
ply him with Troops. After this Prince's 


Deceaſe, the ſaid Alliance was renew'd by 


Succeſſors. . 

In a Word, Swiſſerland is a Country, firſt 
of all included in the Gauliſb Territories, 
and afterwards ſhut up in Germany, between 
the Rhine, the Lake of Conſtance, the Franche 


his Son Charles VIII. and the Majority of his 


Comte, the Pais de Valais, and the Lake 


of Geneva. It is divided into thirteen Can- 


tons, excluſive of their Allies, ſome tri- 


butary Provitices, and four ſeveral States, or 
Governments, which they poſſeſs in Itah, 
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which laſt were given them, as a Gratuity, 
by Maximilian Sforza, Duke of Milan The 
River Rhine, which derives its Source from 
Mount St. Gothard, two Leagues from that 


of the Rhone, waters ſome of thoſe Cantons, 
wherein are ſeveral Rivers, and a good 


Number of Lakes abounding with Fiſh. The 


Mountains, many of which are manur'd to 
their very Summits, are full of Deer, Bears, 
and Wild-Goats. The Swiſs are a People 
mindful of their own Affairs, conſtant and 
perſevering, and withal ſo induſtrious, that 


many of them pick out a commodious and 


comfortable Livelihood, in Places where no 
others but they would be able to ſubſiſt 
without the greateſt Difficulty. 
Notwithſtanding all the thirteen Cantons 
are govern'd in Form of a Republick, they do 
not all follow the ſame Laws ; neither do 
they, in any wiſe, depend one of the other. 
The Populace is, in ſome Manner, abſo- 
lute; but I ought to intimate to you, that 


they are very much more ſo in the ſmall } 


than in the great Cantons, in which laſt, the 
greateſt Part of the Baillies deport themlelves 
like little Baſhaes. 

Of the Cantons, ſeven are intirely Cathc- 
lick, four Proteſtant, and two wherein a ge- 
neral Liberty of Conſcience is indifferently 
well eſtabliſhed. The four Proteſtant Can- 


tons are conſiderably more powerful than - 1 
he I 
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the ſeven Popiſh; and there are far fewer 
Diviſions among thoſe of the Reformed Reli- 
gion than among the Catholicks, Theſe meet 
at Lucerne, the others at Aram, and the 
general Affairs of all the Cantons are diſcuſs'd 
. 7 i 
1 have ſcarce any where met with a better 
Country than is the Pais de Vaux, which 
lies between Mount Jura and the Lake of 


Geneva, This Country may have been, 
probably, ſo call'd from the Vandals, who 


formerly poſſeſſed it: Its Soil is fruitful, and 
extremely well cultivated ; eſpecially in the 
Neighbourhood of the Lake Leman, which 
is, almoſt on every Side, border'd with fine 
and ſpacious Vineyards, from whence are 
made the beſt Wines which are drank in all 
Swiſſerland, That Part which is call'd by 
the Natives the Coaſt of this Lake, is a ſort of 
Amphitheater, five or fix Leagues in Length, 
cover d all over with Vineyards, and Orchards, 


and inhabited by People of the Country, very 


much at their Eaſe, or by the moſt ſubſtan- 
tial Inhabitants of Bearn, who are daily there 
building new Habitations, in which they place 
their chief Delight. The Natives of the 
Pais de Vaux, are great Lovers of Wine and 
Liberty; and they are ſomewhat more live- 
ly than their Neighbours. They have, from 
Times immemorial, preſerv'd many of their 
ancient Manners and Cuſtoms, upon 9 

they 
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they build their Form of executing Juſtice, | 
The Emperors never made any Attempt on 
their Privileges, which have likewiſe been | 
inviolably maintain'd by the Dukes of Savoy; | 
and I look on the People of Bearn to be too | 
juſt and equitable not to follow the ſame 
Method : But with all their Liberty and de- 
ſirable Immunities, ſuch of the Nobility of 
this Country, who are not rank'd in the 
Number of the Citizens of Bearn, wear cer- 
tain Fetters, without being over-ſenfible there- | 


of, of which all their ancient Titles will not | | 


ſoon be able to rid them. It is now about 
two hundred Years ſince the Dukes of Savo 
loft the Poſſeſſion of this fine Country; from 
whence they, however, never reap'd any 
conſiderable Advantages, either in Specie 
or in Troops: But as for Lauzane, they | 
could never once make themſelves Maſters 
thereof. The laſt of thoſe Princes, who in 
the Year 1512, enter'd that City in Quality 
of Vicar of the Empire, was receiv'd at the | 
Gate by a Gentleman, nam'd Lewis de S. 
neux, one of the Council of Twenty-five, | 
wha preſenting the Keys to the Duke, ha- 
rangu d him in theſe Terms; Sereniſſine 
Princeps ; has Clawes Civitatis noſtræ tibi tra- 
do; non ut in ed domineris, ſed ut in ea ſect- 
rius dormias. That is, Moſt ferene Print; | 
theſe Keys of our City I deliwer into your _ 
no 
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not that you ſhould rule it, but that you ſhould 
ſleep therem more ſecurely. w 
The Pais de Valais, which is Part of the 
Alpes, was the ancient Habitation of the 
People of Gallia Narbonenſir. This Terri- 
tory, ſeated between Siſſerland, Savoy, and 
the Milaneſe, is ſufficiently fertile, and ex- 
tremely populous : Its Inhabitants, profeſsd 
Enemies to all Diſtin&ion of Nobility, are of 
a Genius martial enough, but unpolite, low 
of Stature, ignorant, ſuperſtitious , de- 
ceitful, and the greateſt Diſſemblers in the 
Univerſe. Two hundred Years ſince they 
enter d into a ſtrict Alliance with the Sw!ſs. 
In their Country are to be found Springs of 
mineral Waters, Mines and Mountains, on 
which are Habitations which attract the Cu- 
riofity of Travellers. The Griſons are poſ- 
le(s'd of the ancient Rhetia, towards the Sour- 
ces of the River Rhine. Their Dominions have 
on the South the States of Venice and Milan; 
on the Eaſt Tirol; on the North and Weſt 
Suabia and Spiſſerland. This State is divi- 
ded into ſix Parts, of which the Valteline is 
not the leaſt conſiderable : It is a fine Val- 
ley, about fifteen Leagues in Length, thro' 
which paſſes the River Adda, in order to 
lole its Current in the Lake of Come. This 
important Paſs is the Gate which the Spani- 
args and the Venetians much ſtrive to open, 
when they would penetrate into mn" 
is 
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This Canton is as fertile as can be expected 
of a Country ſo abounding with Mountains ; 


at the Feet whereof there are, however, | 
ſeveral delicious and moſt agreeable Vallies, | 


out of which the Natives extract all thei 
Proviſion of Grains and Wines; their Rivers 


Tikewiſe ſupply them with Fiſh in abundance, | 
as do their Mountains with great Quantities | 
of Wood-cocks, Pheaſants and Partridges. Coy | 


is the moſt conſiderable Town the Griſon: 


have; and as it is true, that one of its | 
Biſhops was preſent at the Council of Chal: | 
cedon, this Biſhoprick muſt, of Neceſſity, be | 
of no leſs Antiquity than they report it to | 


be. In this Country are very many noble and 


ancient Families; and the Natives are natu- 


rally acute, patient, laborious, ſober, war- 


like, politick, and firmly attach'd to their | 
Religion, which, generally ſpeaking, is the | 


Reformed, or Proteſtant. . 


The County and Baillage of Baden, which | 
is under the Obedience of the Swiſſeri, is 
very powerful, and conſiderably rich: Its In- 


habitants are happy, pacifick and hoſpitable. 


Thoſe of the Baillage of Rhintal, originally 
of the ancient Rhetia, who inhabit the Banks 
of the Khine, below the Lake of Conſtance, 
are no great Lovers of the Swiſſers, and ver) 
inveterate Haters of the French: They ate 
poſſeſt of a tolerably agreeable Valley, where 
in are the greateſt Part of their Nn f 
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which the Peaſants (whoſe more ordinary 


Occupation is ſpinning Flax for the Weavers 
of St, Gal) look after with the utmoſt Care. 
Tue Subjects of the Baillage of Sargan, lepara- 
ted from the Criſons by the River Rhine, are 
active and reſtleſs enough, and, in all Reſpects, 
nave in them very much of the German. 
The Baillage of Tergon, conſiderable for 


its Extent, conſiſting of fifty Pariſhes exceed- 


ing populous, nouriſhes a Generation of Peo- 
ple not eaſy to be govern'd ; nor do they 
acknowledge any Sovereign but Liberty and 
their own particular Intereſts. The Town 
of Zurzach, very ancient, extremely well 
peopled, neatly built, and ſituated on the 
Bank of the Rhine, is ſufficiently known on 
account of the conſiderable Fairs yearly 
kept there: Thither reſort Merchants and 
Traders from all Parts; among all which, 


thoſe who come from France are leaſt re- 


ppected. The City of St. Gal is allied to fix 


of the dpi Cantons, as its Abbey is to four 
of them. This Abbey, which has been inrich'd 
by the Liberality of the Kings of France and 
Dukes of Sewahia, is much more remarkable 
lor its Largeneſs than its Beauty: Its Ab- 
bots, at this Day petty Sovereigns, have all 
long been far more aſſiduous in endea- 
ouring at a Princely Rank and Dignity, than 
n imitating their pious Founder; who, it is 


ery probable, while he was building his hum 
N | ble 
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ble Hermitage, little dream d, that his Suc- 


ceſſors would, in Proceſs of Time, find 
themſelves in a Condition of becoming Pro- 


prietors of the Earldom of Toggemburg, and 
of carrying on ſuch vigorous Wars as they 
have ſince undertaken, The City itſelf ; 
indifferently large, well built, populous 
has a very conſiderable Trade, and is much 
noted for the fine Manufacture of Linnen 
Cloths, and the vaſt Vent of thoſe Com- 
modities, which is from thence exported in- 
to every Part of Europe. Heretofore the 
City was, in many Particulars, under a fort 
of Subordination to the Abbey, as holding 
ſeveral Things immediately from it; but at 
preſent the Citizens have their Sovereignty 
apart, wholly independent : Neverthelels, 
this Accommodation is not altogether ſuff- 


cient to prevent Hoſtilities, which are too 

frequently renew'd by the Party which im 
gines itſelf moſt in the Right. While none 
of this is on Foot, they all paſs the Time + 


greeably enough; the Air is very ſound; 


and one meets with good Society, and ſeve 


al very powerful Families. 

a "om ug allied to the Swiſſers, is ſo pru- 
dently govern'd, that while circumyacent 
Potentates are all together by the Ears, it 
never gives any Handle for Suſpicion. 
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The four Baillages, or Governments, of 
| which the Swiſſers are poſſeſs'd in Italy, are 
conſiderable enough, as well on Account of 
their Situation, as for the Induſtry of their 
Natives. The Baillage of Lugano is the firſt, 
and that of the largeſt Extent: The City, 
which bears the ſame Name, is of an indif- 
| ferent Bigneſs, ſtanding on the Side of its 
own Lake, which is between Lake Mag- 
gore, and that of Come. The ſecond Bail- 
lage is Locarno, not ſo extenſive as the for- 
mer; it has however twenty very confide- 
table Pariſhes. This Territory is exceeding 
fruitful; both its Lake and Rivers abound 
with Trouts, excellent Perches, and fine 
Cray-Fiſh : Its chief Town, which is none 
of the ſmalleſt, is ſituated not far from the 
Head of the Lake Maggiore, or the Greater, 
| The third Baillage is Mendriſa, which derives 
its Name from the Capital Town, which 
ſtand Southwards of the Lake of Lugano. 
The Extent of this Baillage does not exceed 
that of the fourth, through which paſſes the 
River Madia, which loſes itfelf in the Lake 
Maggiore. The Inhabitants of this Baillage 
ae People almoſt all poor, and little indu- 
[rious, The younger ſort roam up and 
down Swiſſerland, there to ſubſiſt by work- 
ng as Mafons : But thoſe of the two former 
allages are generally rich, or, at leaſt, very 

much at their Eaſe, as well through their 
©, © 9, own 
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own good Management and Abilities, as by 
the Bounty of their Soil. They are not, 
however the beſt principled People in the 
World; eſpecially in regard to Strangers, 
upon whom they impole to the utmoſt of 
their Power; and, during the laſt War, 
Hance, too eaſy in paſſing by Injuries, had 
but too convincing Proots of their Malevo- 
lence and Partiality. 

I was told, the other Day, by an ancient 
Gentleman of Alfatia, that, within his Me- 
mory, thoſe of Geneva usd commonly to 
be call'd Citizens; thoſe of Lauzane Ho- 
NOURABLE; of Vevay HoNesT ; of Valai 
RusTicks ; of Sion Factiovs ; of Tverdun 
SociaBLE ; of Neuchatel BERN OISH; of Beam 
PRoup; of Friburg Goop ; of Soleure FRENCH; 
of Zurich SwisskERSNJ; of Shafouſe D&UNxaDs; 
of Lucerne CATHOLICKS; the Crriſons Port 
TICIANS; and thoſe of Baſle Mercnanrts. 


I think what I have been ſaying concern- 
ing Swiſſcerland ſufficient, eſpecially ſince I | 
never undertook to give you the Hiſtory ot | 


the Countries through which I ſhould ram- 
ble: I confin'd myſelf only to give as per- 
fect an Idea as I could of the Manners and 
Religion of the ſeveral People among 
whom I ſhould happen to come. By the 


Letter which you gave yourſelf the trouble 


to ſend me into this Country, you ſeem 
to 
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. 
to reproach me with having treated of the 
Turks too ſuccinctly. It is true that I did 
rot inlarge on their manner of living, by 
reaſon that nothing of a Novelty, on that 


Subject, occurr'd to impart to you; ſuch 


an Infinity of Travellers having already 
handled that Theme ſo copiouſly and with 
ſuch Uniformity, inſomuch that we are no 
more Strangers to their Character, than we 
are to their Superſtition. It has, however, 
been of late remark'd, that the Ottoman Mi- 
niſters act with greater Circumſpection, Pri- 
vacy and Application than ordinary; and that, 
without ſeriouſly applying themſelves to the 
Study of elegant Literature, they learn foreign 
Languages by Degrees, furniſhing themſelves 
with French Books, but many more in Ita- 
lan, that Tongue ſeeming eaſier for them 


to attain than any other. The Grandees of 


the Porte improve daily more and more, be- 
ginning to lay aſide their Stiffneſs; and the 
greateſt * in ſpite of all the Defe- 
rence they bear to their Prophet, drink Wine 
n publick, being no longer ſo much the 
Dupes to their Alcoran, as many are diſ- 


pos d to conjecture, notwithſtanding when 


they mention it they generally ſeem in an 
Ecſtacy. There are now few of the Turks 


in any conſiderable Poſt, who do not ſeek, in 


e Number and Strength of their Retinue, to 
kcure their Lives in caſe any Attempt is 
N 3 f made 
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made againſt them. Thoſe who were ſo 
ready to preſent their Necks to the Bow- 
String, with ſuch exemplary Reſignation, at 
the Sultan's firſt Order, will for the future be 
leſs ſubmiſſive ; and if they do not open) 
ſtand on their Defence, they will at laſt ſeek 
their Safety in a ſpeedy and timely Flight. 
As Proof of what I tell you, I can produce 
an Inſtance of a Baſha, or Tyrant, whom! 


ſaw at Damaſcus, who not only refus'd his 
Emperor to tender him his Head as a Pre. 


ſent, but who, after having, malgre the Su. 


tan, reign'd ſeven Years deſpotically in Phz- 


uicia, found the Secret of carrying on 
Negociation in the Seraghio, and of obtain- 
ing the Government of Egypt, of which 
Province he had juſt taken Poſſeſſion at that 
Time when I quitted it. The late Caf- 
tain Baſha, likewiſe, who either could not 
or would not take Corfu, boldly ſcowerd 
the Seas, after the Loſs of his Charge, witli } 
two Gallies, arm'd and maintain'd at his 


_ own Expence. I met him coming out | 


of the Port of Scto, juſt as he had been 
there plundering two or three Coffers af 
the Grand Szignior's Cuſtoms, © ſtanding in 
ce need, he ſaid, of a Sum of Money, in ol. 
cc der to make him King of Tripoly; ” which 


Place he actually block'd up, having ff 


ſeiz'd the Towns of Derna and Bengasi. 


The 


— 7 

The Revenues of the Ottoman Emperor 
are not ſo very conſiderable as we ima- 
gine them; nor do I know any one Mo- 
narch in the World who is ſo much cheat- 
ed, and fo ill ſerv'd as that Prince, whoſe 
Ports and Store-Houſes, quite unpro- 
vided of all Neceſſaries, are in a moſt 
wretched Condition, and his Janigaries as 
indifferently maintain'd as diſciplin d. If 
| out of the Boſom of Greece another Hec- 
tor or Achilles would but ſpring up, the 
Greeks would not long groan under the 
Weight of the Chains which now ſo grie- 
vouſly oppreſs them. But what can be 
hop'd for from a Nation which has ren- 
der d itſelf ſo very contemptible? | 

I am ſetting out for Alſatia, to viſit that 
agreeable Province; from whence, with my 
uſual Punctuality, and the Pleaſure I take 
| in ſo doing, I will not fail of writing to 

you. | 


F 


in Europe. Leaving Baſle in the Morning I | 


abounding with Vineyards. Colmar is, be- 
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LETTER XXI 
n SVs 2 Strasburg, Nov. 20, 1722, | 


EI NG ſo near Alſatia, I determin'd | 
not to deny myſelf the Satisfaction of | 
viſiting one of the beſt and fineſt Countries 


reach'd Kaiſcrsberg (that is Cz/ar's Mountain) | 
ſoon enough to lodge there the {ame Night. 
This is a ſmall City, very poor, but agree- | 
able, and ſituated in the Part of Al/atia molt | 


yond all Compariſon, far more conſiderable | 
than Kaiſeribery: According to the Tradition | 
of thoſe Countries, it ſprang from the Ruins 
of the ancient Argantouaria, render'd famous | 
by the Emperor Gratianus for the Victory he 
obtain'd over the Germans. At preſent not 
the leaſt Footſtep of its former Calamities 1s | 
left remaining; for ſince the Duke of Him- 
took it (after whoſe Death it was deliverd | 
up to France) it is become the very belt Ga. 
riſon of the whole Province: It is exceeding | 
populous, rich, happy; and one meets will 
good Society at the Habitations of ſeveral } 
Members of the Supreme Council of Aljatia, | 

. eſtabliſn d 


110 
eſtabliſh'd in this Capital of Upper Alſatia, 
whoſe Situation is on the Bank of the River 
From Colmar, by a very good Road, I went 
to New Brijac, built directly oppoſite to Old 
Briſac, which by the laſt Treaty of Peace 
was reſtor'd to the [mperialiſts, The new Ci- 
ty ſtands on this Side the Rhine, half a 
League diſtant from that River : It is very 
well built, and regularly fortified. One en- 
ters this Town by four diametrically op- 
polite Gates, at the Heads of as many moſt 
beautiful Streets, exactly ſtraight and even, 
all which terminate in a very fine Square. 
With choice Company one might paſs the 
Time deliciouſly in this pretty little Place, 
were but the Air ſomewhat more healthful. 
Od Briſac, ſtrong rather by its natural Situa- 
tion, than by the Goodneſs of the Fortifica- 
| tions, appear'd in my Eyes to be an ill- con- 
tiv d, diſagreeable Place. Some Authors 
call it the Citadel of Alſatia: Others term it 
the Key of Germany ; and one of the modern 


Writers will needs have it to be the Pillow on 


which the Auſtrian Family takes its Repoſe: 
It did not, however, much appear, during 
the laſt War, that this Place deſerv'd the 
more than ordinary Attention of his Imperial 


Majeſty; its Magazines being wholly unpro- 


vided, and the Garriſon altogether too weak 
ad out of Order to keep the French Army 


long 
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anciently a Free and Imperial City: Tradi- 
tion ſays that it was deſtroy'd by Attila. In | 


the Fortifications, which are in no contemp- | 


its Strength: It is a Paſs of Conſequence to 
the Franche-Comté; but the Troops appointed 
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long languiſhing before it, how well diſposd 
ſoever the Generals D' Arco and Marcilli might | 
have been for a vigorous and reſolute De- 
fenſe. | | 
- Turcheim, a ſmall Town, not far from 
Colmar, would be little known, were it not | 
for the Advantage there gain'd by Mareſchal | 
Turenne over the Imperaliſts : That Battle in | 
ſome Meaſure decided the Diſpute about Al. | 
ſatia in Favour of King Lewis XIV. Enfiſ. | 
beim, on the River Il, is well ſituated, and 
is, at leaſt, altogether as agreeable as the | 
ſmall City Sultæ, of which the Biſhop of | 
Strasburg is Proprietor. KRaffach is only va- } 
luable in War Time, on account of its Caſ- 
tle ; and Haguenau and Weiſſemburg are only | 
reſorted to, as good Cantonings, towards the | 
End of the Campaign. | 

Sheleftad, ſituated on the River I, was | 


Proceſs of Time it was rebuilt by other 
Princes: The beſt of its preſent State are 


tible Condition. The City of Befort, lying 
four Leagues from Montbelliard, at the Foot | 
of a Mountain, is likewiſe conſiderable tor | 


to defend this Place may juſtly boaſt them 
RS ts FL DE. ſelves | 
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ſelves of being ſent to the diſmalleſt and moſt 
melancholy Garriſon in the whole Realm. 
| Phalsburg, ſituated at the Foot of the 
Mountains of Voſga, near the River Zingel, 
defended by an ancient Caſtle, and ſome 
new Fortifications, made by the late King, 
is far from being either a fine or a pleaſant 
place: Neither can Javerne much boaſt of its 
Agreeableneſs, but is rather dull and inſipid, 
except when the Biſhop of Strasburg makes 
it the Place of his Reſidence; which is not 
very often: That Prelate lives there at a 
Princely Expence, reſiding always, when there, 
in the fine Caſtle built by Cardinal Furſtem- 
berg, Had it not been for Mareſchal Turenne 
no more would be ſaid of the Town of Ex- 
beim than is of ſeveral other Places, not at 
all worth mentioning. 
iI ſtruck off a little from Alſatia in order 
o take a View of the fine Country of Briſ- 
gam. Friburg, its Metropolis, is ſituated on 
the Side of a little River, at the Extremity 
of a fruitful Plain where begins the Black 
Mountain : This City, well fortified, and 
defended likewiſe by a good Citadel, is con- 
iderably large, and populous, has a good 
Number of Churches, ſeveral Religious Com- 
munities, and a celebrated Univerlity, found- 
ed by Albert of Auſtria, firnam'd the Gentle. 

Landau, in the Lower Alſatia, built on 
tie Bank of the River Qyeitch, upon the 
e e — 


n 
Frontiers of the Palatinate, is ſituated in the thar 
moſt fertile and moſt agreeable Part of the I 7; 
Province. It is ſurrounded by an Infinity of I Hor 
delicious Meadows, and many good Towns IM (4, 
and Villages; whole Inhabitants furniſh, witk only 
Store of all Proviſions, the Markets of this WM 4. 
City, the Fortifications whereof have coſt 


part 
immenſe Treaſure, biec 
Having well viſited the Neighbourhood Hege: 
of Landau, I from that City; in two Days, digi 
_ reach'd to Strachurg, where I now am. Tlis Wl {12 
is the Capital of both the Higher and the WM z.6. 
Lower Aljatia, and is one of the fineſt, WM de! 
largeſt, and moſt conſiderable Cities in all H jj. 
Crermany, as well on Account of its Situa-. ſella 
tion, as for the Importance of the Fortifica- ſben 
tions made there by the French as ſoon as it WI jj. | 
fell into their Poſſeſſion. It ſtands a Quarter reria 
of a League from the Rhine, in the Midk had 
of a large Plain, where it receives the Ma- 119 
ters of the Rivers I] and Breuſbe. This C- W Cove 
ty is, by Tacitus and Ceſar, nam'd Tilos _ Iv) 
rum and Tribocum, and by others it is calld n hi: 
Argentina. Its principal Edifices are of 4 Wn... 
reddiſh Free- Stone, brought chiefly from WW: 
thoſe vaſt Quarries which lye about Saver, Wl 4. 1 
or from thoſe which have been dilcoyerd Leagt 
along the Banks of the Rhine. Theſe Quer. tis fi 
ries furniſh the Country with Stones, hard of alm 
and ſolid, and of an amazing Bigneſs; ſome N ad tf 
having been taken out from thence of no les 


than 85 
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than four Fathoms in Length and one in 
Thickneſs. The Arſenal and the Town- 
Houſe are worth ſeeing; and our Lady's 
Church is the Wonder of all Travellers, not 
only for the Grandeur and Magnificence of 


the Fabrick, and its Braſs Gates, but, in 


particular, for its fine pyramidical Steeple, a 


eteem'd for its rare Workmanſhip and pro- 
digious Height, reputed to be no leſs than 
five hundred ſeventy ſour Foot from the 
Baſs, I was never tir'd with looking on 
the marvellous Clock, which, by innumera- 
ble Wheels and Machines, ſets all the Con- 
tellations in Motion, and on the Dyals which 


the Moon and tte other Planets. This Im- 
perial City was once govern'd after the Me- 
thod of a Republick ; but the French have 


Government: The Biſhop, who is Suffragan 
to Mentz, is not over magnificently ſeated 


Revenues are very conſiderable. 

Fort Lewis on the Rhine, ſtands in one of 
tie Iſlands of that River, ſeven or eight 
Leagues below Strasburg: All the Streets of 
tis little City (which is inhabited by People 
of almoſt all Countries) are perfectly ſtraight, 
and the Houſes exactly alike in their Symme- 
ty. The Iſland is incompals'd with an irre- 

6 gular 


piece of moſt admirable Architecture, highly 


hew the Hours, gives the exact Courſes of 


nade ſome Alterations in the Form of its 


n his Epiſcopal Palace, notwithſtanding his 
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gular Encloſure of Earth, compos d of (eve. | 


ral Baſtions and Redents. 


The Inhabitants of Weiſſemburg are rich | 
only in the great Privileges, for Hunting and | 


Fiſhing, which they enjoy. The Territory 
of this little City, built on the Bank of the 


River Lauter, is fertile and agreeable. A 


ſatia, in general, is one of the moſt plentiful 


Countries one can find any where ; and tho' | 
a conquer'd Province, France has not any to | 
which it ſhews a greater Regard and AﬀeGti- | 
on. The Extent of this Province runs all } 
along by the River Rhine, which is to its | 


Eaſt, to the Weſt it has Lorrain, to the North 
the Palatinate of the Rhine, and to the South 


lies Sundgarty, otherwiſe call'd Le Comt: dt 


Ferrete, with Part of the Franche-Comte, and 


of Sdpiſſerland. It is the Country of the an- 


cient Tribotes, of which the Romans were 
Maſters for the Space of four hundred Years; 


after them the Kings of France had ſome Au- 
thority there, but without the abſolute So. 


vereignty till the Reign of Otho I. Otholll, 


erected it into a Landegraviate, which tie | 


Houſe of Auſiria long enjoy'd ; and when 


Lewis XIV. had join'd it to the reſt of his 


Conqueſts, the Emperor, in his own and tie 
Names of all his Succeſſors, made a ſolemn 


| Renunciation thereof to the Crown of Fant, 


in 1648, at the Treaty of Munſter. 
1 | The 


[2097] 

The Mountains, which divide Alſatia from 
Lorrain, are of a conſiderable Height, and 
are in a Manner all over cover'd with Groves 
of Firs, Elms, Oaks and Beeches : Thoſe 
which lye towards Sœiſſerland are not ſo high 
2s the others, and abound with Game, and 
Wood, as well for Building as Fewel. The 
Country round about theſe Mountains is 
pleaſantly diverſified with moſt agreeable and 
well-manur'd Riſings, arm very fertile Plains: 
There are ſeveral beautifully fine Foreſts ; 
but the moſt remarkable are that of La 
Hart, in the Upper, and thoſe of Haguenau, 
and Lulterburg in the Lower Alſatia. In the 
Mountains by which Lorrain is ſeparated 
from this Country, I met with abundance of 
Oaks very proper for Shipping, as likewiſe a 
good Number of Pines, or Fir- Trees, whole 
Height was at leaſt a hundred and twenty 
Foot, of which ſerviceable and beautitul 
Maſts might be made: But they cannot be 
tranſported to any of the French Ports with- 
out great Expence ; and with good Store of- 
Coin, you know, many Difficulties may be 
lurmounted. ene 

In this Province there are ſeveral very rich 
Abbies, with many Communities, of both 
dexes, which, if not exceſſively wealthy, 
ae at Jeaſt very much at their Eaſe: I ex- 
mind the Charters of all the moſt conſider- 
able, the. Titles of whoſe Foundations ſuf- 

; ficiently 
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tinct; and as for that of Habſpurg, it never 


pleaſantly in Alſatia : If I find ſuch Agreei- 


= TY 

ficiently demonſtrate, that ſeveral Grandees 
of the Province aſſum'd the Rank of Princes 
and Dukes, which in thoſe Ages could fignily 
no other than Chiefs, Captains, and Leaders 
But thoſe Families have been long fince ex- | 


had any more than the Landgravate of this 
Province, which Honour was given to the M 
Grand-father of Rodulph I. by one of the L 
Emperors. The Houſe of Lorrain alone, 
which for Antiquity gives Place to not one 
Family in the Chriſtian World, can, whenever | 
it pleaſes, evidently prove its being deſcend- F. 
ed, in a direct Line, from a Sovereign Count Il 
of Alſatia, which Prince deriv'd his Original len | 
from Royal Progenitors. wher 
Alſatia does not only abound in every ne- much 
ceſlary to make Life comfortable, and that denc 
in the greateſt Superfluity; there are, like- ¶ ce 
wiſe, Mines both of Silver, Copper and Lead, leim 
with a Mineral Spring, near SultZhacb, the %% 
Waters whereof are in great Reputation Deve 
againſt the Pally and Weakneſs in the ortifi 
Nerves: Happy are thoſe who have not any e 
Occaſion for thoſe Medicinal Baths, and fiill | = 
happier they whoſe Revenues are not depen- Gen} 
dent on ſuch fort of Mines, the Labour and * 
Expence whereof is at leaſt wholly equiv ace, 


lent to the Profit. I paſsd my Time ver) Thar 


len p 


bleneſs and Satisfaction in ſome of the Cities 
RH 
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of Germany, which Iam going to viſit by the 
Conveniency of the Rhine, 1 ſhall think my- 
ſelf amply recompenc'd for all the Trouble 
and Pains I have been at in my Travels. 
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Mentz, Dec. 12, 1721. 


ROM Strasburg ] went to dine at Fort- 


Lewis, on the Rhine, which Place I had 


ken before. Thence I put into Pbiliptburg, 


where the Inns and Publick Houſes do not 
much invite a Stranger to take up his Reſi- 
| dence. It is a Fortreſs of no ſmall Impor- 


tance in Germany, which was calld Uden- 


beim till ſuch Time as Philip-Chriſtopher Soe- 
ren, Biſhop of Spire, and Archbiſhop of 
Irever, caus d it to be much inlarg'd, and 
ortified with ſeven Baſtions. Near the Rhine 
ome meets with a large Epiſcopal Caſtle, 
built by that Prelate, and the Village of 
Udenheim, in a Plain, ſurrounded by Moun- 
tains, which defend the Avenues to this 
Pace, which has been taken and re-taken by 
ue French, and at length yielded up by the 
Treaty of Reſwick, its Fortifications being 
lien perfected. 


O Spire, 
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Spire, in the Palatinate of the Rhine, was | 


formerly call'd Nemetes, which refign'd its | : 
Name to the Village of Spire, when that and | {; 
the other Town, which was near it, were M 
join'd together. A Biſhop of this City a- 
ſiſted at the Synod, aſſembled at Cology in M n 
346 : Both before and after his Time the Ca- te 
nons of the Cathedral of Spire, (who were in 
not to ſtand any Examination concerning the | _ 
Gentility of their Blood in order to be ad- 
mitted into that Chapter) liv'd in common, 77 


leading a Life intirely Monaſtick and edity-| 
ing; but near about the Year 980, they the 
judg'd it more for their Purpoſe to Secularize, oe 
and accordingly lodg'd apart, and divided} 
the Revenue. This City has had its Mis-J ſu 
fortunes and Revolutions; but it was never th 5 
ſo near its total Deſtruction as in the Year c.. 
1675. In its Cathedral Church are ſtill to be 


ſeen the Monuments of the Emperors Con- q = 
rad II. Henry III. Henry IV. Henry V. Pli- quit 
lip, Rodolph I. Adolph of Naſſau, and A. },, 
bert J. The Biſhop of this City is the chief 92 
Judge of the Imperial Chamber of Hire, Juli 
conſiſting of two Preſidents, one a Cathouck . wie 
and the other a Proteſtant, and of fifteen i ton 
Counſellors, eight of which are Romani, ll of 
and the other ſeven of the Reformed Reli othe 
gion. . : one 

From Spire, without making any Stop at f been 
Manheim, which has not yet recover d fr = lim 


the 


I 
the furious Effects of the laſt War, I de- 
ſcended to Wormes, the Capital Town of a 
ſmall Territory, of which the Biſhop of that 
City is Proprietor. It ſtands on the Bank of 
the Rhine, in the Lower Palatinate, was 
ruin d by Attila in the fifth Century, and af- 
terwards rebuilt by King Cl;vis. This City, 
in the Year 1690, eſcap'd no better than theſe 
two which 1 laſt viſited. | 

Continuing my Route by the Rhine, from 
Wormes J arriv'd at Mentz, ſituated on that 
River near the Place of its Confluence with 
the Streams of the Mein. The Antiquaries 
of this City, not content to be indebted for 
the Foundation of their Metropolis to Dru 
ſs, in-Contradi&ion of the beſt and moſt au- 
thentick Writers, father it on one of the 
Sons of Japhet, or, at the very leaſt, on a 
certain Grandee who eſcap'd from Troy: How- 
ever that may be, it is of very great Anti- 
quity, and was formerly deſtroy'd by the 
Batavians, in the Reign of the Emperor Veſ- 
paſfian, and by the Barbarians in the Time of 
Julian. The Vandals and the Sneves like- 
wile reduc'd it to a moſt wretched Condi- 
tion; but it was reftor'd by the Liberalities 
of the Moſt Chriſtian Kings, and amongſt 
others of Clovis. and Dagobert. St. Creſcent; 
"ne of St. Pauls Diſciples, is ſaid to have 
been the firſt Biſhop of this City: But what 
| am moſt certainly aſſur'd of is, that the 
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Arch-Biſhop of Mentz is Dean of the Elec- 


tors, and Grand Chancellor of the Empire; Pi 
and that the Canons of the Metropolitan W 
Church, weary of leading a Monaſtick Life, th 
Seculariz'd after the ſame Manner as did thoſe MW w 
of Spire. 1 alſo know that the Canoneſſes MM du 
enjoy a very conſiderable Revenue; that be 
there is no being admitted into the Chapter ne 


without producing Proofs of Nobility by MW tl: 
both Father and Mother; and that the Per- Ml M 
fon who puts in for this Arch-Biſhoprick does MW thi 
not for nothing obtain the Suffrages of the | pu 
Canons, which are eflential to his Election. WM ot 
This Elector has his Mareſchal, and his Chan- cia 


cellor; the Office of the firſt is to manage to 
War Affairs, and that of the other thoſe are 
which regard Civil Juftice. In this City are tl 
ſeveral fine Churches, a ſtately Palace for the WM tic 


Elector, a beautiful Town-Houſe, and three | 
Caſtles, all which deſerve Examination. The 
Carthuſian Monaſtery, beautifully ſituated, is 
no leſs worthy to be viſited, than is the fine 
Houſe built by the preſent Arch-Biſhop, about 
a hundred Paces without the City. This 
Prince ſpares no Coſt to render the Town | 
formidable to an Enemy's Army ; and he | 
ſeems to be very much reſpected by his Peo- | 
ple: He is of the Houſe of Schomborn, and | 
forgets not that his Family ſtands in need of | 
his Benevolence. The firſt Prelate who was | 
created Elector of Mentz, moſt certainly * 


12 

it not in his Power to bring Proofs of the 
Purity and m_— of his Deſcent ; but he 
was not evertheleſs illuſtrious on account of 
the exemplary Tokens of his great Humility, 
which he never ceas'd from ſhewing daily 
during the whole Courſe of his Life: For 
being the Son of a Cart-wright, he would 
never have any other Arms in his Eſcutcheon 
than a Wheel, leſt he ſhould forget the 
Meanneſs of his Original. As to the reſt, 
this City is very conſiderable, exceeding po- 
lous, and has in it a good Number of Per- 
ons of Diſtinction, who appear'd to me ſo- 
ciable and communicative enough; and I am 
told that they are very much ſo to thoſe who 
are more particularly acquainted with them 
than I am: However, the greateſt Part of 
thoſe I viſited, entertain'd me both in Town 
und Country, and gave me all the Marks of 
u undiſguisd Politeneſs that I could either 
expect or deſire. | 
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Cologne, Decemb. 26. 1722. - 

Went from Mentz to Francfort, an Im. wh 

L perial City in Franconia, divided in two WM Dit 
by the River Mein. It is a Place of very Wl bly 
great Trade, by reaſon of the celebrated oO 
Fairs, which are there kept twice a Year, bal. 
one in Spring and the other in Autumn. WM Chi 
Its Houles are all of Timber, plaiſter'd over, | Pet 
and painted on the out-fide : It has divers WM 00 
fine Squares, and ſome very wealthy Mer- Fra 
chants. The memorable Council which the hal 
Emperor Charlemagne caus'd to fit there in WM the 
794, has render'd this City famous to Poſte- it v 
rity ; nor is it Jeſs ſo ſince the Time the E- WM that 
lection of the Emperors has been eſtabliſh@- Wl the 
ed there, by Virtue of Bulla Aurea, or the Wil bl, 
Golden Bull, a Conſtitution which the En- þ 
peror Charles IV. made at Neuburg. Con. WI top 
cerning this City's Original Authors di- WM if 
courle variouſly ; but the moſt receiv'd Opi- WM of t 
nion is, that it derives its Name from the Ml ter 
Franks, or French, who made it their Paſ- tre 
ſage, even before the Beginning of the ſixt WM dif 
Century ; and that Charlemagne inlarg'd it tber 
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very conſiderably, after his Victory over the 
Saxons, near the River Mein. As this Ri- 
yer cuts it in two Parts, the biggeſt of them 
retain's the Name which is common to the 
whole City, and the leſſer, which is as it 
were the Suburb, is called Saxen-hauſen, 
which is to ſay Houſes of Saxons. Neither 
of them is of any conſiderable Strength, and 
maydepend only on the Depth of their broad 
Ditches, always full of Water, and tolera- 
bly well lin d. The beſt Buildings are the 
Town-Houſe, the Braunfelds, or Imperial 
Palace; the Port; and St. Bartholomewy's 
Church , thought to be founded by King 
Pepin, if it was not rather the Work of 
Charles the Pious, King of Germany, At 
Francfort may be likewiſe ſeen the great 
Hall, where ſat the famous Council, at which 
tle Emperor Charlemagne ſpoke ſo learnedly ; 
it was allo out of that Monarch's Mouth 
that the ſage Alcuin explain'd himſelf before 
— principal Members of that great Aſſem- 
Returning from Francfort to Mentz, I 
top'd two Hours at Rhinfeld, or Rhinfelden, 
i mall City of Suabia, ſituated on the Bank 
of the Rhine, which, in 1676, was the Thea- 
ter of War. It is ſtill a Place of moderate 
"trength ; and 1 look'd on it to be but in- 
liferently agreeable for the Officers who are 
ere poſted, 


2 Il went 


Ins 
I went from thence to paſs away two 
Days at Coblentz, another City of Germany, | 
in the Arch-Biſhoprick of Treves, and apper- 
taining to that Elector: It ſtands at the Con- 
fluence or Meeting of the Rivers Moſelle and | 
Rhine, To all Appearance, it was from that | 
Situation that the Latins gave it the Name | 
of Confluentes, Anteninus in his Itinerary, | 
makes ſome Mention of this Place ; but ſince 
what he ſays of it is very little, there is 
much Appearance that in his Days it was | 
far leſs conſiderable than it is at preſent. } 
There are ſome very ſpacious Churches, and | 
divers fine Tenements built all along the Ri- 
ver Side, which I croſs'd ſeveral times, to | 
take a View of the famous Fortreſs of Her- | 
- menſiein on the other Side of the Rhine, which 
Fabrick deſervedly paſſes for à very regular 
Building. Oppolite to Coblentz, the Arch- 
Biſhop of Treves, an Elector of the Empire, 
has a Palace, much leſs worth viſiting than | 


is the Cart huſian Monaſtery. About the Year WM anc 
860, ſome Prelates met in this City, in ot- tiq 
der to accommodate the Differences which acc 
were between King Charles the Bald, Lew the 
Germanicus, and Lothair, King of Lenau. Wl ma 


They drew out a fort of Formulary, for Wl wh 
the Obſervation of the Treaty, to which the 
Germanicus ſwore firſt, and after him the 
two Kings took the Oath : This Aſſembly 


is ſaid to have conven d about the Moth 
OS +. | . * | 0 


tar 

of June, in the Veſtry of St. Caſtor's Church. 
In the Library of the Carthafians I perus d 
ſeveral Ordinances, made by eight Prelates, 
who were conven'd at Coblentz by Charles the 
Simple, King of France, and the Emperor 
Henry, ſurnamed the Fowler, in the which it 
was very expreſly forbidden to contract Mar- 
rages between any Relatives within the ſe- 
yenth Degree of Conſanguinity The Princes 
of our Days, not having ſo much waſte Time 
on their Hands as had thoſe Monarchs, treat 
of Aﬀairs ſomewhat more ſerious and ma- 
terial, Fon "iD 

The ſmall City of Andernac, ſituated at 
the Foot of the Mountain, is poor and of 
very little Note. Bonne, where I made ſome 
tay, daily increaſes both in Beauty and Ex- 
tent. It ſtands on the Bank of the Rhine, 
about four Leagues from Con, in a very 
pleaſant Plain, almoſt encompalſs'd with a- 
greeable Eminencies, cover d with Vineyards 
and ſhady Trees. It is a Place of great An- 
tiquity, and formerly highly celebrated on 
account of the Battles fought thereabouts by 
the Roman Legions. The Elector of Cologn 
makes his ordinary Reſidence in this City, 
which ſuffer'd extremely in the firſt Wars of 
the Netherlands, and was vigorouſly attack'd 
by the Bavarians, and by the Troops of the 
Duke of Parma, who at laſt, in the Year 
1588, carry'd it by Famine, In this City it 
e Was, 
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was, that Frederick of Auſtria, who was e- 8 
lected Emperor, malgre the Oppoſition made I | , 
by Lewis of Bavaria, was crown'd. It was rh 
once an Imperial City, but is at preſent un- | © 
der the Juriſdition and Obedience of the t 
Elector of Cologn. Several Writers, who hh 
perhaps had their particular Views in ſo do- | S 
ing, give likewiſe for its Founder a Trojan ro 
Prince: But Florus, leſs biaſs'd, and a little | yo 
more exact, renders it, amongſt others, a | 7 
Performance of Druſus. Whoever was the | ya 
Founder, certain it is, that it was the Ara wh 
Ubiorum of the Ancients, ſpoken of by both Fo 
Tacitus and by Antoninus, in his Itinerary. lt | os 
is alſo taken Notice of on ſome Medals of 0 
Auguſtus, under the Title of a Colony, and = 
is call d Col. Julia Bona, The Elector's Pa- * 
Jace is very fine and magnificent; nor is the | as 
 Town-Houſe a contemptible Building: There — 
one meets with ſeveral good Pieces of Paint. we 
ing, and a Clock, the Muſick of whoſe A :. 
Chimes is no wiſe diſpleaſing to the People | = 
of that Country. The chief Church of this 00 
City is believ d to owe its Foundation to the N 
Mother of Conſtantine the Great, erected in Wr 
Honour of the holy Martyrs, Caſſins, F 3 W 5. 
tis, and Maliuſius, Soldiers in the The a ad 
Legion: Many would ſcruple vouching . 
the Truth of this Particular; but it is _ 0 
eaſier to be known, that a certain mo Dan 


beautiful Houſe, which is none of the delt 


- a] 
omaments of Bonne, was built, a few 
Years ago, by the Count of St. Maurice, 
General Officer, deſcended from one of 
the ancienteſt and moſt illuſtrious Families 
in C 
From Bonne I went to Cologn, which is 
one of the moſt conſiderable Cities in the 
whole Empire. The Latin Authors gave it 
the Names of Colonia Ubiorum, and Colonia. 
Agrippina. It is an Imperial City, and one 
of the four Anſeatick Capitals, a famous U- 
nverſity and Arch-Biſhoprick, whoſe Prelate, 
who is a Prince and Elector of the Roman 
Empire, aſſumes the Title of Arch-Chancel- 
br, Duke of Weſtphalia, Legate born in Italy, 
c. The City is very ancient, and derives 
is Original from the Ut, a People who, in 
oder to be in a Condition to make Head 
z2ainſt their moſt inveterate Enemies the 
Suev!, found Means to enter into an Alliance 
with Julius Cæſur. The Ubi, having, under 
tie Protection of Agrippa, paſo d the Rhine, 
on the left Bank thereof founded the City of 
Cugn, in Honour of that their Patron and 
Protector, calling it Clonia Agrippæ. Some 
Writers give a different Account of this Fact, 
rm that City to have been then exiſting, 
and that it was only inlarg'd and embelliſh'd 
by the Chi, ſome — Years before the Birth 
Chriſt, Since that Date, Agrippina, Grand- 
Daughter to the above - mention d Lene 
; 7 


3 

and Mother to the Emperor Nero, being a 
Native of this City, and ambitious of giving 
ſome remarkable Token of her Liberality, 

and Benevolence to the Place of her Birth, | 
conſiderably extended its Dimenſions, and 
eſtabliſh'd therein a Colony of Veterans. 
The Romans were driven from this City by | 
Meroveus, who is reckon'd among the Kings 
of France; not long after which it was ut- 
terly ruin'd by Attila, and repair'd by Cm. 
On Account of its great Extent, its Senate, 
and the Beauty of its Buildings, Cologn is | 
term'd the German Rome. Eighty three 
Towers defend its Walls, the Approach | 


whereof is inclos'd by a triple Ditch, in Form 1 
of a Half-Moon. It has upwards of three WW Enn 
hundred Churches, of which the Metropo- WM Fur: 
litan, dedicated to the Apoſtle St. Peter, WM Elec 
were it intirely finiſh'd, might be counted WI acl 


among the moſt ſumptuous Structures in the Wl fret 
Univerſe. There are to be ſeen ſeveral very in It 
remarkable Monuments, and in particular pend 
that which is pretended to be the Tomb of Ml Led, 
the three Kings who render'd Homage to the ng 
Syn of God: They will needs have it, that ¶ «& ti 
their Bodies were tranſported to Colagu; and WF in th 


the! 


their Bones are ſhewn in a Chappel, illumi- Emp 
nated with many Lamps, which is behind Wi ral A 
the Choir of this Cathedral. None except Wl to tl 
Perſons of the firſt Quality and Diſtinction I fant 
cam hope for Admittance into this Chapter, thatt 
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the Canons whereof bear the Title of 
Counts. In this City are five principal Pi- 

| 1224s, or Squares; but for my particular, I 
do leſs eſteem the Politeneſs and ſociable 
Temper of its Inhabitants, than I do the 
Neatneſs of the Streets and the Beauty of 
the Structures. It is reported that St. Anno, 
one of the firſt Arch-Biſhops of this City, 
caus'd the Eyes of certain Judges to be pull 'd 


out, becauſe they had paſs'd an unjuſt Sen- 


tence againſt a poor Woman, and that he on- 
ly ſuffer'd an Eye of one of them to be left 
n his Head, to be in a Condition of guiding 
the reſt to their reſpective Abodes. 

This Elector is Grand Chancellor of the 
Empire, in Italy, tho' he cannot exerciſe the 
function of his Charge in that Country: The 
Elector of Mentz complains of the ſame Ob- 
WT licle in Gaul; yet their Arguments are dif- 

ferent, and that the rather, becauſe there are 
n Itah ſonie Principalities and States ſtill de- 
pendent on the Empire: To this muſt be ad- 
ded, that the Princes who poſſeſs them, hav- 
ng obtain d the Quality of perpetual Vicars 
« the Empire, fail not of performing, with- 
in their reſpective Sovereignties, all that the 
Emperor himſelf could perform, as to gene- 
al Affairs; and, at worſt, are oblig'd to go 
to the Imperial Court, upon every impor- 


unt Expedition. And for this Reaſon it is, 


hat the Arch-Biſhop of Mentæ, who is Grand 
| Chancellor 
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Chancellor in Germany, has the Keeping of 3 
the Archives, and ſome Titles which regard | 


Italy, Notwithſtanding it is expreſsly de- 
cided, by the Bulla Aurea, or (lden Bull, 
that the Arch-Biſhop of Cologn has a Riglt to 
Crown the Emperors, it nevertheleſs appears, 
that this belongs to him only when the Co- 
ronation is perform'd within his own Dioceſe, 
or thoſe of his Suffragan Biſhops ; ſince the | 
Arch-Biſhop of Mentz never fails to diſpute | 
the Point with him whenever that Ceremony | 
js perform'd elſewhere. It has been at lat 
agreed, that either of theſe two Prelates | 
Thould have the Power to officiate in that So- 
lemnity within his reſpective Juriſdiction: 
But this is not any Manner of Obſtacle to 
hinder him of Cologn from taking the uppei- 
Hand throughout his Arch-Biſhoprick, and 


Chancellorſhip of Italy, where he always | 


places himſelf on the Emperor's Right-Hand, | 


leaving the Left for the Elector of Menz, 


who every where elle aſſumes the Prece- | 
dence. 1 Co - 
The Arch-Biſhop of Cologn has his Officers | 
who execute the Juſtice Criminal within that | 
City, notwithſtanding it is free, and not im- 
mediately ſubje& to the Empire; inſomuct, 
that the Magiſtrates never ſuffer their Pre- 
late, when he viſits them, to ſojourn long 
there, eſpecially it he comes attended witi 
a numerous Retinue, This Diffidence of the | 


Citizens } 


223 
Citizens of Cologn, is the Source of great 
Diſputes and Miſunderſtandings, which have, 
and do frequently happen between this City 
and its Electoral Prince. 

The Grand Chapter of Cologn conſiſts of 
ſixty Canons, who are all Sons of Princes or 
Counts; nor do they ever introduce into 
their Number any private Cavaliers, or even 
Barons, as they do at Mentz and Treves, where 
Princes and Counts are not willingly admit- 
ted: But how difficult ſoever. thoſe of Cologn 
are in accepting Proofs of high Extraction 
on the Father's Side, I have very convincing 
Reaſons to be perſuaded that they are gallant 
enough to be much more eaſy and tractable as 
to what regards the Mother. The twenty four 
elder Canons form a particular Chapter for 
the Election of the Arch-Biſhop ; and they 
alone have Votes, both active and paſſive; 
it being in their Breaſts to elect whom they 
pleaſe, out of their own-Fraternity: But that 
Dignity. is not to be had for nothing. 

made very good Cheer at the Cart huſian 
Monaſtery, which is large, and conſiderably 
opulent. St. Bruno, the Founder of that Or- 
der, was a Native of this City; from whence 
| am about to continue my Journey, along 
the Rhine, in order to take ſome Repoſe, af - 
ater all my Toils, with one of my. good 
friends who waits my coming in the Terri- 
tory of Cleves, You may depend on having 

there, 


we», 


an Appearance, may find good Society and | 
Diverſion enough; the Germans being, gene- i + 


1 I 
there, in me, an unfeign'd Friend and humble | 


See- 
LETTER XXIV. 


Wezel, March 45 1723. 


1 Heartily wiſh that this New Year may 
prove as happy to you, as have been thoſe | 
which preceded it; and that a ſecond Miſiſ- 
fipi, which has ſo well repair'd the quite fink- | 
ing Fortunes of ſo many illuſtrious Families, | 
may riſe *o re-eſtabliſh yours. I paſs d the 
firſt Dzy of the Year at Duſſeldorp, a City of 
Ge- nan), ſituated on the Rhine, about five | 
or ſix Leagues diſtant from Cologn, and four 
from Fuliers. It is the Capital of the Dut- | 
chies of Mons and of Berg, and belongs to 
the Duke of Neuburg, whoſe Palace is no 
deſpicable Piece of Architecture. That Place | 
is no wiſe diſagreeable ; and all who are 4 
little known there, and make any thing of 


rally ſpeaking, very civil, and expreſs a par. 
ticular Deference and Regard for Perſons of 
Rank and Condition, 0 


\ Nun, | 
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Nuis, or New, in the Arch-Biſhoprick of Co- 
ban, ſituated not far from the Rhine, towards 

the Part where that River receives the Wa- 
ters of the Expt, is the ſame which the La- 
tins nam'd Noveſium : It is very ancient, and 
tolerably ſtrong, tho' not well fortified, and 
| ſtill famous, to this Day, for the vigorous 
Defence it made againſt the furious Attacks 
of Charles the Raſh, Duke of Burgundy, who 
beſieg'd it for a whole Year. The Emperor 
Frederick III. beſtow'd on it very great Im- 


munities; and the Chapter of Canoneſſes 


there, all Ladies of Diſtinction, is believ'd 
to have been founded by a Queen piouſly 
diſpos d. That City does not now very 
much look as if it had been ſo often taken 
and re-taken, as it was, during the Wars of 
the ſeventeenth Century. ——_ 
From Nuis, or News, I went to viſit the 


ſmall City of Rhimberg, on the Rhine, which. 


likewiſe appertains to the Electorate of Co- 
en. The Walls of that Place are good 
enough, but the Company one there meets 


b very indifferent. Veſel, or Weſel, an An- 


ſatick Town in the Dutchy of Cleves, was 
n former Times a Free and Imperial City 
WT ts Fortifications are regular, fine, and kept 
n good Condition, as is likewiſe the Citadel. 
This City is far from being diſagreeable : Its 
ituation is at the Mouth of the Lippe, 

* r 
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where it runs into the Rhzze, about four Ger 


„an Miles from the City of Gueldres, and 
thirteen to the North of Juliers. It is bur a WM 
few Years that the chief Families of Me 


ha ve quitted it; and in the Time of the liſt 
Mar, one might there have met with abun- 


dance of polite Company, among whom i | 
great Number of French Refugees paſs'd their | 


Lives very happily. 


Clever, the Metropolis of a Dukedom, to | 


which it communicates its Name, probably 


deduc' its Appellation from the Latin Word 
Clin, which ſignifies the Declenſion of a Hill, 
by Reaſon, that it is actually ſituated in } 
Place, near the Nhine, where three of thoſe 
Deſcents are to be met with. It is probably | 
on this Account, that the Romans nam'd it 
(livus, or Cliuua; and they are look d on as | 
the Founders of it, and that Czſar causd 
many Works to be carried on there: This is, 
at leaſt, the Sentiment of divers Authors. 
The City itſelf is not very large; but it is 
well peopled, and built on the Bank of a | 
ſmall River, near where the Rhine divides | 
itſelf into two Branches, and where ſtands} 
the Fort Schenk. A ſquare Tower, and ſe- 
veral old ruinated- Buildings, give ſufficient 
Demonſtration, that, formerly, this Cit) 
was much more conſiderable than it now is. 


In a Word, the Dutchy of Cleves lies * E 
ther} 


5 
x8 
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ther Side of the Rhine, having Eaſtward the 
Dutchy of Berg, the County of La Mark, and 
Part of Weſtphalia; Weſtward, it has Bra- 


hant, and a Part of the Dutchy of Gueldres 


to the South, the Arch-Biſhoprick of Cologn 


and to the North, the Provinces of Owver- 


Iſel, and Zutphen. This Country may be 
about fifteen or ſixteen Leagues in Length, 


and four, or five in Bredth. Several Lords 


of the Houſe of Cleves claim a Deſcent from 
that famous Chevalier Du Cign2, of whom 
the Komans have made ſuch honourable Men- 


tion: But it is my Opinion, that all ſuch of 


them who have contented themſelves with a 
pure and indiſputable Original, have reall 

found it only in the Houſe of Alten, from 
whence are ſprung the Counts and Dukes of 
(ler, as well as thoſe of La Mark. The 
Succeſſion of this Family, being extinct, paſs'd 
to that of Brandenburg, and is now poſſeſs'd 
by the King of Prrſſia, as the neareſt, or at 
leaſt the moſt powerful Heir. King Henry the 
(eat would, perhaps, have decided that Af- 
fair after a quite different Manner, had not 
tiole who apprehended either the Fortune or 


| tie Juſtice of his Arms, put a Stop to the 


Courſe of a Life ſo glorious. 

The City of Juliers, defended by a tole- 
ably good Caſtle, and ſituated on the Bank 
or the ſmall River Rare, or Kocr, is the ſame 

| P 3 which 
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which the Latins call'd Juliacum. Tt is only 


conſiderable for its being well fortified, for 7 
its great Antiquity, and for having given a 
Name to all that Dutchy, which is inclos'd ] 
between the Meuſe, the khine, the Countries ( 
of Cleves and Limburg, the Biſhoprick of n 
Liege, and the Arch-Biſhoprick of Cology, a 
Several Authors will needs have this City to w 
have been built by Julius Ceſar ; but o- C 
thers are of Opinion, that it was likewile w 
one of the Works of Druſus : If this is Fact, G 
there is not the leaſt Room to doubt, but in 
that Prince was no leſs a Lover of founding Sþ 
Cities, than he was of deſtroying them. The WM th 
County, or Earldom, of Juliers, erected into R 
a Dutchy, or Dukedom, in the Year 134, e 
had its peculiar Sovereigns, to whoſe nar- be 
row Territories, about three hundred Years pox 
ſince, one of them annex'd the Province of in! 
Gueldres, by eſpouſing the Heire's of that an 
Dutchy. ri 
1 have viſited ſome Part of this laſt Coun- II 0th 
try, which makes one of the ſeventeen M- BM fort 
therland Provinces. Its Capital is neither in! 
very rich nor beautiful: It is built on a Bl ters 
marſhy Ground, by the Brink of the little dhe 
River Nierc, which may be ſaid to ſerve it Cou 
for a Ditch ; and the Caſtle, by Reaſon of cont 
its advantageous Situation, appear'd to me hl cial 
exceeding ſtrong. The ſmall City Venlo, JF four 


1 
neat and well enough peopled, is, however, 
nothing near ſo conſiderable as is Ruremonde, 
ſituated on the Meuſe, at the Mouth of the 
Rure, from which laſt its Name is deriv'd. 
One meets with good and ſociable Compa- 
ny in this City, which is large, not diſagree- 
able, and has ſeveral Monaſteries, of all 
which, that of the Carthuſians is of greateſt 
Conſideration. Nimeguen, which by the Latins 
was nam'd Nowio-magnus, Capital of Lo- 
Gueldres,was ſeveral times taken and re-taken, 
in the ſixteen Century, by the Dutch and the 
Spaniards, and, in Concluſion, remain'd to 
the former. It ſtands on that Part of the 
Rhine which is call'd Vabal, between Rave- 
ein, Ruremonde, and Utrecht, and deſerves to 
be look'd on as an ancient, ſtrong, and moſt 
populous City : There it was that the Peace, 
JW in1678, was concluded. Arnheim is the Area- 
an, of which Tacitus makes ſome Mention. 
W lt is a City of conſiderable Extent, which 
Otho IV, Duke of Gueldres, caus'd to be 
fortified, and was ruin'd by the Hollanders, 
n 1585, when they made themſelves Maſ- 
ters thereof. Before the Spaniards loſt it, 
the Emperor Charles V. there eſtabliſh'd the 
Council of Gueldres and Zutphen : It ſtill 
continues to be the Station of the provin- 
cal Court of Gueldret, and the Chief of the 
fourth Diviſion of that Dutchy, which to 

* the 
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the North has Friſeland, and a Gulph of the 
Germanic, Ocean; to the South the River 


Meuſe, and the Province of Fuliers ; Part of 


the Dutchy of Clever, and the River R/ ine, 
to the Eaſt; and Hclland, with the Terti- 
tory of Utrecht, to the Weſt. This Coun- 
try has but few Mountains, but ſeveral fruit- 
ful and well cultivated Plains, with good 
ſtore of Wood and Paſturage. It is divided 
into four Parts, two Quarters whereof be- 
long to the Dutch, and the Remainder to the 
King of Pruſſia, who, during the laſt Wer, 
ſeized on it. Heretofore, the Dutchy of 
Guelzrcs was in Poſſeſſion of particular Lords, 
who, baving been Governors of the Province, 


mace themſelves Maſters, under the Kings | 


of Fiance of the ſecond Race. One of theſe, 


who bote the Title of Duke, in Procels of 


Time united, under his own Obedience, this 
whole Country,which a certain Heireſs toone 
of the Sovereign Counts of Gwelders,the Name 
of which Lady was Adelaide, carried over, in 
Dowry, to the Houſe of Naſſau, about the 


Year 1060. This Branch of Naſſar, one of 


which Princes, in 1340, erected his County, 
or Earldom, of Gueldres, into a Dutchy, 
ſoon after that Eſtabliſhment became ex- 
tinct, and the Inheritance pals'd into tne 
Houle of Egmcnt, which did not long enjoy 
it; for Arnoul, Count of Egmont, 25 » 
3 ; . | 5 Wil 
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Charles the Raſh, Duke of Burgundy, all the 
Right and Claim he had to the Dutchy of 
Gueldres, and of which the Auſtrian Family, 
exceſſively attentive to aſſert the Validity 
of its Pretenſions, made Seiſure; the Em- 
peror Charles V. Grandſon to Mam, pretend- 
ing himſelf legitimate Heir to all the Rights 
and Claims of the Houle of Burginndy. 

I ſtray'd a little from the Courſe of the 
Rhine, in order to viſit the Neighbourhood 
of the Meuſe, and made ſome Stay at Maſ- 
Icht, ſituated on the Bank of this latter 
kiver. This City, which the Latins calld 
Obtricum, and Trajectum ad Moſam, is of ve- 
ry great Antiquity, and may juſtly be rank'd 
among the beſt and the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes 
in the Univerſe. Notwithſtanding its being 
compriz'd within the Netherlands, it is, never- 
theleſs, properly ſeated in the Territoryof Liege, 
and was by a Biſhop of that laſt mention'd 
City (from which Prelate is deſcended a Family 
which a moſt illuſtrious Chapter of Canons 
bas not diſdain'd to admit) ſold to the Empe- 
ror Charles V. Very probably it is on this Ac- 
count, that ſeveral are apt to place Maſ- 
nieht in Brabant, becauſe it continued many 
Years under the Obedience of the Spamaras, 
who not being able to compel the Hollan- 
ders to raiſe the Siege of that Place, in 1633, 
quitted it to them by the Treaty of Mun- 

1 1 | ſter. 
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ſter. The French Army in 1673, took it n ! 
thirteen Days; nor could that of the Con- ! 
federates make themſelves Maſters of it af. e 
ter an Attack of fifty Days Continuance : Wl : 
The Treaty of Nimeguen accommodated ma- If « 
ny Affairs and Diſputes; and by the eighth e 
Article of the Peace concluded there, in 1678, Ml ( 
Maſtriteht was reſtor'd to the Holladers, 5 
The City of Liege, Capital of the Ter- Ml » 
ritory, which bears that Name, is very an- 
cient ; and the Majority of its Antiquaries WM li 
will needs have it to have been built by the fc 
famous Ambiorix, King of the Eburoni, the n. 
Romans implacable Enemy, who cut to pie- or 
ces one of their Legions, commanded by two v 

Lieutenants of Czſar, who afterwards took 
home Vengeance for the Diſgrace his Gene- Wl nc 
rals had ſuffer d. Whether this City was MW wv 
built by Ambicrix, or by another Perſon, WI na 
nothing is more certain than that it is large It 
and extremely well peopled, and that it is WM fi 
ſituated in an agreeable Bottom, encom- Ml te! 
paſsd with delightful Hills, which are N 
divided by ſeveral Vallies, and fine little WM ti: 
Plains, through which take their Courſe the WI Hi 
little Rivers Ute, Veſe, and Ambluar, which WF fro 
diſcharge their Currents into the Meuſe, be- Ti 
fore it enters the City. The Prince's PaJace | wn 
il 


is magnificent; the Houſe of the grand Pro- 
voſt of the Chapter, newly built, is * W on! 
0 b 4 bad f 5 * + eau- , 
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beautiful; and ſeveral other Structures and 
Buildings, as Churches, Bridges, &c. are 
capable of ſatisfying the Curioſity even of the 
niceſt and moſt difficult Eye. There are a 
good Number of Abbies and other religious 
Communities, together with eight Collegiate 
Churches. The Cathedral, dedicated to 
st. Lambert is celebrated for its Chapter, 
which is frequently compos d of Princes, Car- 
dinals, and other Perſons of the firſt Qua- 
lity ; among which are ſometimes to be 
found ſome of an Extraction indifferent e- 
nough : This Chapter, in how great Credit 
or Reputation ſoever it may be, comes, ne- 
vertheleſs, far ſhort of thoſe of Germany. 
Tho' 1 very well knew that Tongres was 
no longer of any Conſideration at all, yet I 
went to ſee the Ruins of that unfortu- 
nate City, whoſe Situation is on the Fecker. 
It is a Place of the greateſt Antiquity, was 
irſt deſtroy d by Attila, and again, long at- 
ter, by the Normans. It is ſaid, that St. 
Maternus, fent by St. Peter, there preached 
the Goſpel, and was firſt Biſhop of Tongres : 
His Succeſſors transferr'd its Epiſcopal See 
from thence to Maſtricht, and, in Proceſs of 
Time, from Maſiricht to Liege. That poor, 
ruin d City, of which I have been ſpeaking, 
bas retain'd nothing of its priſtine Splendor, 
only the Glory of having once been a Place 


of 
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of great Note, and of being frequently men. iſ © 
tion d by Czſar, Pliny, and Tacitus. te 

The Country of Liege js fertile in Grain & 
and Fruit, and abounds in Game, One ca- C 
not much boaſt of the Sincerity of its Inha- in 
bitants, who are inſinuatingly affa ble, and 
deſigning. They have Iron and Lead Mines, 
Quarries of Marble, and of a certain Stone, 
combuſtible, fit for Firing, in which Commo- 
dity they carry on a very conſiderable Trade. 
The Biſhop is Lord of all this Province, a 
Prince of the holy Empire, and aſſumes the 
Titles of Duke of Bouillon, Marquis of Fran- 
chimont, and of feveral other Lordſhips, | 
which lie within the Diſtri& of his Biſhop- | 
_ rick, in which are reckon'd near fifty Baronies, 
a great Number of Abbies, upwards of twen- 
ty wall'd Cities, and aimoſt fifteen hundred 
Towns and Villages. This Principality lies 
between Brabant, the Muse, the Earldom, or 
County, of Namur, and Part of the Dutchies 

of Gueldres and Luneiburg. 
The Territory of Namur, mountainous, 
and abounding in Game, is not above twelve 
Leagues in Length, and ſomewhat lels in 
Bredth. The City of that Name beiievd 
to be the Nematacum mention'd by Cz{a, 
(tho that, by ſome Moderns is taken for /- 
rat) is one of the beſt fortified Places one 
meets with, and is likewiſe defended by in 

| bo ; | | exc ced- 


ä 
exceeding ſtrong Caſtte : Its Situation is be- 
tween two Mountains on the Bank of the 
Sambre, and not far from the Meuſe. This 
City cannot be calld a fine Place; but 


in Winter one there finds good Society, 
and a no ſmall Number of Perſons of Diſtinc- 


tion. This County, or Earldom, which is 
one of the ſeventeen Provinces, lies between 
Hainault, Brabant, Luxemburg, and the Bi- 
ſhoprick of Liege. It has Mines of Iron and 
and Lead, Quarries of divers Sorts of Mar- 


ble, with certain Spots of Earth, which are 


call'd Houles, proper for Fewel, whereof the 
Peaſants make Turf. The Original of the 
Name of Namur ſeems no leſs fabulous than 
does that of its Counts, whoſe Dominions 
revers'd at laſt in the Houſe of Burgund), 


which was ſwallow'd up by that of Auſtria. 


In 1692, Lewis XIV. took it in Perſon; and 
three Years after it was recover'd by Wil 
lam III. King of England. This Province 


is water'd by the Sambre and the Meuſe. The 


latter of theſe Rivers is the ſame which by 
the Latins was call'd Moſa, whoſe Source I 
have once ſeen, near a little Village, from 
whence it takes its Denomination ; which 
Village belongs to a Gentleman of the wor- 
thy Family of Choiſeuil- In quitting its Source 
| it glides gently through Lorrain and Barre, 
or, beginning to bear Boats at St. Thibaud, 

5 e waſhes 
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waſhes with its beneficent Streams ſeveral 
Towns and Cities, and in particular Verdun, 
Sedan, Mezieres, Liege, and Maſtricht; when 
forming an Iſland nam'd Iſſelmonde, and ha- 
ving receiv'd, at ſeveral Places, five or ſix 
different Rivulets, which conſiderably in- 
creaſe its Current, haſtens to diſcharge it- 
ſelf into the Ocean, beyond Dordrecht, or Im 

Dort. ET = 
I cannot eaſily prevail with myſelf to quit t: 
the celebrated Rhine, without putting a fer 
Words concerning this great River, which, 
as you know, runs through Germany, and 
the Low-Countries, Its Source is from the 
Alpes, in Mount St. Gothard, two Leagues 
diſtant from that of the Rhone. There one 
ſees it ariſing from two ſeparate Springs, one 
call'd Voder-Rhyn, and the other Hinder-khyn, ©? 
as much as to ſay, the firſt and ſecond Rhine, 
both which are ſoon united. This River 
does not become navigable till its Current 
arrives near Chur, in Swiſſerland, which 
State it ſeparates from the County of Tirol, 
and, after having travers'd the Lake of Con- 
ſtance, paſſing by Shafouſe and Baſle, it en- 
ters Alſatia, when having ſwell'd its Streams 
with the Waters of divers other Rivers, it 
glides by Philipsburg, Spire, Wormes, Mentz 
and Cologn, from whence, purſuing its Courſe 
through the Palatinate, by a winding, = 2 
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gular Route, it traverſes ſeveral other States 


appertaining to different Princes of the Em- 
pire; and being, as it were, forc'd to divide 


elf againſt the Fort of Schenk, one Stream 


of it taxes the Name of Wahal, which runs 
on to loſe itſelf in the Meuſe, running to- 
wards Nimeguen, Tiel and Bommel; the Re- 
mainder of the Rhine again divides itſelf 
above Arnbeim, where one Half of its Wa- 
ters enters into a Canal, which, in former 
Ages, Druſus had caus'd to be made; and 
conducted near to a Place now call'd Doeſ- 
lujg, in order there to force a Communica- 
tion between the Rhine and the Iſſel: But this 
Branch ought not to aſſume the Name of I, 
{, till it enter that River ſome Leagues be- 
low Arnheim. The Rhine again communt- 
cates its Water to the little City of Duer- 
ſtede, where the principal remaining Branch 
begins to be call'd Lechk, thus loſing by De- 
crees both itſelf and its Name. However, 
it once more, for the fourth Time, divides 
telt at Utrecht, endeavouring, by divers 
Canals, to find out the Ocean, which it has 
carce any longer Strength enough to reach. 


This River is extremely rapid, very deep, 


and its Bottom is of a coarſe Gravel, mix'd 
with Pebbles. Its Overflowings are ſtrangely 


unaccountable, carrying away at ſuch Times 


whole Iſlands, and forming new ones in 
Places 
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Places where none were ever ſeen before, | 


disfiguring its ancient Bounds, and rooting 


out mighty Trees which it tranſports with | 
its Current, which by ſtopping it up in one | 
Part frequently cauſes it to change its Bed: 


All this puts the Watermen, who uſe that 


River, intirely out of their Bias, obliging | 


them every Year to new Meaſures, ſearching 


the Eaftward Courſe; inſomuch that the Na- 


vigation of the Rhine is not always any of 


the eaſieſt; for beſides what I have been in. 
timating, it is no wiſe practicable conſtantly | 
to keep a Road along the Sides of this River, | 
to draw up the Boats, in their Return, with 
Horſes, on account of the great Number of | 
intercepting Cuts, made by the Arms of the 


River which form Iſlands, which in a Man- 


ner at every Pace interrupt the Communica- | 
tion from one Place to another. Thele Dif. 


ficulties occaſion that very often no Goods | 
can be brought, by Water, to Holland from 
Francfort and Baſle; and the Traders rather | 


chuſe Land-Carriages, tho' exceſſively dear, | 
than to run the Risk of ſo troubleſom and 
_ uncertain a Navigation: So that the greateſt | 
Advantage which ſeveral Countries reap from 
this River is its defending and ſecuring them | 
from Invaſions, ſince their Enemies cannot | 
poſſibly paſs it without much Difficulty, 2s } 
well on account of its Rapidity, as for the 
| great 
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great Number of Iſlands cover'd over with 
Trees and impenetrable Thickets. Some 
will have it, that the Sand of this River is 
plentifully mix'd with Gold; and in Effect, 
after an Inundation, when the Waters are 
retir d, thoſe Peaſants, and other Poor, who 
are leaſt remote from thence, employ them- 
ſelves in picking up that Gold, which I could 
never hear was to be found in Ingots : Tho' 
the Profit ariſing from this Buſineſs is not ve- 
ry conſiderable, it however contributes to- 
wards the Subſiſtence of thoſe poor People. 
As to the reſt, I never met with any delight= 
ed me fo much as this: Its Borders are ex- 
tremely agreeable and pleaſant, eſpecially 
from Strasburg to Cl:zver., Throughout this 
Journey one perpetually meets with ſome 
Novelty or other to amule one's Thoughts; 
t is either ſome fine City, a conſiderable 
Town, or a well-built Fortreſs, that one diſ- 
covers; and not feldom a beautiful 'Caſtle, 
belonging to Perſons of the firſt Diſtinction, 
i you would ſay is that of the Count of Ne- 
Witt, whoſe Proprietor is a Nobleman of 
very high Extraction, and who employs. 
lis Revenue in the handſomeſt Manner 
maginable : Beſides the large and magnifi- 
cent Country-Seats, poſſeſod by ſo many dif- 
krent titled Noblemen, what a Number of 
Abbies, Monaſteries and Convents of both 

Sens 
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Sexes, are to be met in this Route, where 


are, likewiſe, ſtill to be ſeen two moſt ancient 


and well- preſervd Towers, in the Middle I #8 


of the River, one oppoſite to Bingen, call'd 


The Kats Tower, and the other in the Pala- [ 
tinate of the Rhine, where thoſe Electrices 
were formerly accuſtom'd to lye in. Con- 


cerning theſe Towers I have been told ſome 


Fables, perhaps more ſuppoſitit ious than is a Wy 1 

ood Part of what I have heard concerning a 
Wee Caſtles appertaining to ſeven Brothers, Prof 
who caus'd them to be built on ſeven diffe- rere 
rent Mountains, neither of them very far beine 
diſtant from all the reſt, on which the Ruins ng 
of thoſe ancient Structures are ſtil] to be ſeen. WM..c..:; 
I am going, as I have already intimated, to rte 
paſs ſome Time at a Friend's Houſe, in the Nad 
Dutchy of Clewes. I ſhall, likewiſe, go to Nneet 
viſit another, near Conrtray, who, perhaps, W,.q1 
will not be diſpleas'd to fee me again; after 900 q 
which I think of returning to Paris, where 


in Words I intend to make you ſome Amends In the 


for the Succinctneſs of my Letters. 


LET. 


N dN K NN 


LETTER YEW 


St. Amand, Aug. 4, 1723s 


[ Made ſome Stay in the Dutchies of C leves 
and Juliers, but quite void of the leaſt 
proſpect of enjoying a Moment's Repoſe, to 
refreſh me from the Fatigues of my Journey; 
being wholly employ'd, during my Sojourn- 
ng in thoſe Countries, in perpetually either 
receiving, or returning, innumerable Viſits. 
W ite People there are extremely courteous 
ud ſociable : Strangers, when once known, 


neet with the utmoſt Civilities; they fare 
yell, are introduc'd into abundance of very 
good Company, and even converſe with ma- 


y Perſons of Rank and Diſtinction, as well 
n the Cities, as at their Country-Seats. 
Quitting Cleves, and re-paſſing by Gueldres, 
enlo, Rure monde, Maſtricht, and Tongres, of 
ll which I made ſome Mention in my laſt, 
W made a little Stop at the Abbey of St. Tron, 


Which is both well-built and well-endow'd. 


It is pleaſantly enough ſituated, about a 
Lague diſtant from Leatwe, which is really 
tte moſt diſagreeable Place to live in I ever 


held, 
Q From 
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From this laſt Town, (which is much bet. 


ter defended by the impracticable Fens whici 


ſurround it, than by its Ditches, lin'd only 
with Earth) I went to renew my Acquain- 
tance I] had with ſome Perſons at Louvn, a 


Netherland City in Brabant, nam'd Lovan- 


um, by the Lats. It is a Place of large 
Circumference, and very great Antiquity: 


Some father its Foundation on one Luis, 


who liv'd in the remoteſt Ages; and thoſe 
who go loweſt impute its Original to Ju 
Ceſar, when it is very likely that neither of 
them ever dream'd of it: But, by whom- 
foever it was built, it is aſſuredly certain, 
that it is very famous for its Univerſity, which 
was there founded, three hundred Years ſince, 
by John IV. Duke of Brabant, and inrichd 
with great Privileges and Immunities by the 
Popes Martin V. and Eugenius IV. There 
are near twenty Colleges, in moſt of which 
are taught all Sorts of Sciences, except Mi4 
gick, which is not, I believe, to be leamd 
in any Part of the Univerſe. This Univer 

ſity has for its Head a Rector, who ditcharges 
the Functions of that Employ during {ix 
Months: He is Protector both of the Stuy 
dents and the Colleges, and has no {mail 
Credit even in the City, which ſtands ſituate 
on the River Dile, four Leagues from Briſa 

ſets... I take it to be, at the very leaſt, fouq 
Miles about, including within its Circunte 

1 | | rence 
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rence ſome very conſiderable and powerful 
Abbies, large Gardens and Fields. It has ſe- 
yeral Churches, and a good Number of Mo- 
naſteries, in which are to be ſeen ſome fine 
Monuments, and more particularly in the 
Church of the Celeſiines, Some imagine, 
that Louvain probably derives its Name 
from Lowven, which fignifies a Hill border- 
ing on a Plain: This was formerly a Caſtle, 
near which the Emperor Arnold handled the 
Normans very roughly, ten Years after they 
had there pitch'd their Camp: Houles were 
built, as we may ſay inſenſibly, in that Place, 
which by Degrees became a Town, encom- 
palsd with Walls, and in Proceſs of Time 
increas d to what it now is, and became fa- 
mous for its conſiderable Commerce. The 
Univerſity of Louvain has been very fruitful 
in Men of Letters, and celebrated Profeſlors 
of the Liberal Sciences: In 1587, it was 
cenſur'd for its Sentiments concerning Grace ; 
and few are ignorant of the learned Diſputes 
it has had with a certain very powerful“ So- 
cety, which is zealouſly attach'd to the 
Church, faithful to its Friends, and of much 
greater Utility to a State than many are, per- 


12 


* If our Traveller here means the Jeſuitt, it is very cer- 
tin, that they are of the greateſt Utility to themſelves in 
particular, and to their Order in general. 


J 
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haps, apt to imagine: But People frequently | 
conceive a Prejudice rather by way of Tem- 

perament, as we may ſay, than through any | 
juſt Reaſon of Complaint they really have | 
againſt thoſe who are in Power. The Forti- WM » 
fications of Louvain are not a Whit better t 
than its Inhabitants, who, without having K 
any one of their good, have every one of the MI { 
bad Qualities of Republicans. 3 
Over a very beautiful Cauſey, I paſs'd from th 
Lowvain to Bruſſels, which is the Station of th 
the Chancery of the Court of Brabant, and MI th. 
of the Councils of State, of the Finances, lt 
of War, and the ordinary Reſidence of the WM bu 
Prince, or Governor, whom the Sovereign fg 
of the Netherlands thinks fit to eſtabliſh in 
that Employ. It is ſituated on the Bank of | 
the little River Sinne, or Same, which falls 
into the Eſcaut by a Canal, which is not of 
any great Antiquity, and which is ſaid to be 
five Leagues in Length. Part of this City 
| 0 ſtands on a Plain, and the reſt runs up the 
| Side of a moſt agreeable Hill: It is incons | 
paſs'd with a double Wall, which, however, 
is only good in Times of Peace. Theſe two 


| 
| Walls are conſiderably diſtant from each o- vt 
ther, and between them, on the Eaſt Side, WM 8: 
- ſtands the Palace, where the Court is kept. WW c 
| The River Sinne, which paſles through Brul- | Mot 
| | N ſel ME 
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l, is no Diminution to the Beauties of that 
ne capacious City: It waters the Town in 
ſeveral Parts, and joins its Streams into one, 
in order to fill the great Canal there made, 
which, in the Lower Town, divides itſelf in 
two different Branches, lin'd with large 
Keys, or Wharfs, where are always to be 
ſeen a prodigious Number of Barks and 
Boats, convey'd thither, up the Eſcaut, from 
the Sea. In this City are many fine Hotels, 
the greateſt Part of which are taken up by 
the principal Nobility of the Lotv- Countries. 
t has ſeveral fine Streets, abundance of well- 
built Houſes, divers ſpacious Squares, with 
ſghtly Fountains and ſumptuous Palaces : 
That where the Governor reſides, is on an 
Eminence of conſiderable Elevation, and has 
many noble Apartments, and Gardens be- 
longing to it ; which laſt ſeem to be kept in 
good Order, but are not altogether anſwer- 
able to the Magnificence of the Structure. 
A Traveller would not be diſpleas'd with a 
Sight of the Prince's Palace, the Town-Hall, 
and ſome of the Churches; but, among the 
reſt, that of St. Credyulla, in particular, is moſt 
nviting, being richly adorn'd with fine Paint- 
ngs, beautiful Statues, and many other pre- 
ous Curioſities of great Eſtimation : The 
Monuments of ſeveral Dukes of Brabant, 
together with thoſe of many other Perſons of 


A:; high 
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high Birth and Diſtinction, are alſo very well K 9, 
worth ſeeing. 6:95546...0 

Bruſſels is, at this Day, the Capital of all WW of 
Brabant. Many are of Opinion, that Pepin, I ric 
Surnam'd Heriſiel, from whom deſcended Na! 
the third Race of the French Monarchs, was 30 
Proprietor of Brabant ; and that the Empe- 
ror Charlemagne, and his Succeſſors, were 
Sovereigns of this Country, till ſuch time 2 
it became the Diviſion and Dowry of Ge. 
berge, ſecond Daughter to Charles of France, 
Duke of the Lower Lorrain, who eſpousd 
Lambert, the ſecond of that Name, Count 
of Mons and Louvain, which was the ori 
ginal Stock from whence deſcended the 
Dukes of Brabant and Lothier, who at fil 
bore only the Title of Count, or Earl: 
Their Poſterity became extinct, whereby the 
Houle of Burgundy was inrich'd by a very 
conſidera ble Succeflion ; the Heireſs of wic 
Family, whom one of our Kings of Fran 
wanted Politicks enough to manage right, 
marry'd Prince Maximilian of Auſtria, who, Nvou 
after the Deceaſe of the Emperor Frederick his 
Father, was advancd to the Imperial Throne 
The Dutchy of Bravant is, as it were, al clud: 
Hand ſurrounded with Rivers, having to he ! 


the Eaſt and North the Meuſe, to the Souti Mar 
the Demmer, which traverſes a Part of thb Naa 
Province; and tetheWeſt the Eſcaut, and the es | 
A Top [= —4 Ww Ocez:! : 
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Ocean towards Breda and Bergen- op- Zrom : 

It has likewiſe, on its Eaſtern Frontier, Part 
of the Province of Gzeldres, and the Biſhop- 
nick of Liege; with Flanders, properly ſo 
ald, and part of Zealand on its Weſtern 
order; Hainault, and the County of Namur 


on the South; and Holland, with a Part of 


 WCuzldrer, on the North. This Country is 
 W:bout twenty-two Leagues in Lengtiz, twen- 
ty in Breadth, and eighty, or thereabouts, 


in Circumference : The Air is good, and its 


Plains fruitful and well manur'd. Befides 
Rivers, there is likewiſe no M ant either of, 
Lakes, or of Ponds ; though theſe indeed, 
U muſt needs own, are nothing near fo con- 
| Widerable as what I met with in Swiſſer- 
land, Generally ſpeaking, the Cities and 
Towns of Brabant are all beautifully fine; 
and they reckon twenty-ſix tolerably ſtrong, 
or at leaſt encompaſs'd with good Walls; 
not to mention thoſe of leſs Importance, 
and which, in another Part of the World, 
would not be look'd on as ſmall inſignificant 
laces This Dutchy comprehends a Mar- 
uſate of the Holy Empire, in which are in- 


' Wciuded Antwerp, the Sergnory of Malines ; 
ebe Dukedoms of Limburg and Arſchot ; the 
u larguiſate of Bergues; the Earldom of Hoo- 
5 W/raat ; the State of Maſtricht (diſmember'd, 


s have already obſerv'd from the Biſhop- 
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rick of Liege) and nineteen Baronie. The 


beſt Cities in the Emperor's Poſſeſſion in 
Brabant, are Bruſſels, Louvain, Antwerp, 
Malines, Tillemont, Lire, Arſchot, and M. 


welle: On the other Side, the Hollanders are 
Maſters of Bergen-ot-Zoom, Breda, Grave, 
Bois-le-Duc, Willemenſiadt , Maſtricht, and 


Lillo This laſt Place Lewis XIV, took ina 
very few Days, and reſtor'd it by Virtue of 


the Treaty of Nimeguen, after the Prince 


of Orange had in vain endeavour'd to fe. 


duce it by a Siege of fifty Days Continu- 
ance. 

From Bruſſels T went, on the Eſcaut, to 
Antwerp, which is the Antuerpia of the 
Latin Authors. I ſhall not expatiate on its 


Original, that being in Effect nothing leſs | 


dubious than the Tradition is fabulous : 1 
much rather chuſe to entertain you with 


ſome Account of its Situation, and of the 
Beauty of its Buildings, than to perplez | 


you with the romantick Stories which are 
ſpread abroad concerning the Occaſion of its 
Foundation. Antwerp, heretofore one of tie 
fineſt and moſt opulent Cities in Furope, 


ſtands in a delightful Plain, on the Right-fide | 
of the Eſcaut, and where that River ſepi- | 


rates the Dutchy of Brabant from the 
Earldom of Flanders, It has ſtill to 


ſhew a great Share of the Liberality 0 its 
5 ov. 
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Sovereigns, and among much more, that 
of John I. John III. and Charles V. This 
City has upwards of two hundred Streets, 
twenty publick Piazzas, or Squares, and 
ſeveral Structures, as well Sacred as Pro- 
fane, the greateſt Part of which are of the 
moſt conſummate Magnificence. All thoſe 
who know any thing of Architecture, never 
fail admiring the Workmanſhip of Notre 
Dame, which is the Cathedral, the Nave 
whereof is more than four hundred and fifty 
Feet long. In this Metropolitan are upwards 
of ſixty Chappels, inrich'd with Pillars of 
Marble, all different, and adorn'd, as is 
the Body of the Church, with a great Num- 
ber of good Paintings. The Tower, or Stee- 
ple, in which are thirty large Bells, is of a 
prodigious Height, and the Beauty of its 
Architecture intirely anſwers the Magnifi- 
cence of its three principal Gates, built all 
of Marble, and finely gilded. The Choir 
of this Church is ſaid to have been built 
in 1124, and the ſame Year poſſeſs'd by the 
Canons, who had given up to St. Norbert 
their Church of St. Michael, which was 
founded by Godfrey of Bouillon, at the Time 
when that Prince was making Preparations 


tor his Expedition to the Holy Land. 


The 
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The Town-Houſe of Antwerp, composd 
of four great Bodies of Apartments, me- 
rits no lels Conſideration than does the 
Galleries which ſurround this Fabrick : But 


of all the Structures of this City, I give the 
Preference to the Jeſuits Church ; it is pav'd 


with Marble, its four Vaults, or Arches, 
are cover'd with large Paintings, well-gilded 


Frames and Bordures, and the Walls pierc'd 
with forty fine Windows, all cruſted with 
Marble : The chief Arch is finely carv'd, ha- 


ving thereon a lofty Dome ; and the great 
Altar, where Jaſpar and Porphiry have not 


been ſpar'd, is no leſs rich and beautiful 


than is the Bleſſed Virgin's Chappel, the 
Pavement, Vault, and Sides whereof are all 
of Marble, with ſix Ala baſter Statues: The 
fifty Chappels which are there to be ſeen, 


the Portico, and the Houſes of thoſe Reve- 
rend Fathers, are capable of raiſing a ſea- 


louſie in the fineſt Edifices of Faly ; be- 


tides all which, the rare Pieces of Painting, 


done by Rubent, attract the Curioſity of all 


who are Judges of that Art, The Citadel 


built there by the Duke of Alva, one of | 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt regular Fortreſſes any 
where to be met with, is in Figure a Pen- 
tagon, with five Baſtions, ſtrong Terraſſes, 


and completely counter-min'd, with good 


Ditches, whole great Depth and Bredth 
| Le: render 
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render the Approaches not very ealy : 
A famous Architect of Urbin drew the 
Deſign of this Work, and had the whole 
Management of its carrying on. The fine 
Port of Antwerp is exceedingly commodious ; 
and Ships may enter into the City by eight 
principal Canals, the moſt conſiderable of 
which can very eaſily receive a hundred Veſ- 
ſels: On theſe Canals are upwards of fixty 
Bridges. All theſe Conveniencies ever ren- 
der a City a Place of the greateſt Trade, 
as this would effectually be, and that in 
the higheſt Degree, as it once was, and 
might ſtil] have ſo continued, had not Am- 
ſterdum manag'd Matters ſo prudently, as to 
ſeize, in a Manner, on its whole Trafhck. 
During the War, on Account of Religion, in. 
the ſixteenth Century, Antwerp was a very 

great Sufferer; its Churches were pillag'd 
by the Proteſtants in 1566. The Duke of 

Alva, inſtead of reſtoring to that unhappy 
City its primitive Tranquillity, by his in- 
human Politicks, increas'd its Calamities and 
Diſſentions; inſomuch that the Miſchiefs 
done there by the Spaniards, for ten Years 
after that General's Arrival in the Country, 
fully anſwer the moſt melancholy Events 
that can poſſibly be expreſs d; near ſeven 
bundred Houſes were reduc'd to Aſhes in 
that City; more than nine thouſand Men 
FL | loſt 
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loſt their Lives; the Town-Hall, and ſome 


other noble Structures, were burn'd to the 
Ground, and the Riches of a City ſo mer- 


cantile and ſo opulent, were given up to 
the Avarice and Fury of a licentious Soldi- 
ery, who for three Days and Nights ravag'd 
it at their Pleaſure ; which Misfortune be- 
gan on the fourth of November. Afﬀter that 


the Confederates recover'd it ; and after | 


almoſt a Year's Siege, the Duke of Pa- 


ma made himſelf Maſter of it: Then it was 


that this able General threw a Bridge over 
the Eſcaut, and made that famous Dike, 
with ſeveral ſtupendous Machines, all which 
are, undoubtedly, leſs aſtoniſhing than was 


the Conduct of that renowned Captain, who, | 


contrary to the Sentiments of all his moſt 


expertencd General Officers, durſt under- | 


take that Siege, with an Army of only 


twelve thouſand Men, and thoſe held, as | 
it were, beſieg'd by the Cities of Nimeguen, | 
Bruſſels, and Malines ; all which he after- | 


wards annex'd to his Conqueſts. 


From Antwerp I re- viſited Lire, where Thad | 


before made ſome Stay. Its Manufactures ren- 


der it a Place of ſome conſiderable Traffick, | 


and its Situation is tolerably ſtrong. From the 


Feſtival Day of St. John to that of St. Ma- 
tin, there is once a Week kept a Fair for 


Cattle. The City is ſmall, pretty — 
| all 
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and ſituate on the River Nethe, between 
four and five Leagues from Malines. 


This laſt City ſtands on the Bank of the 


Dile, between Louvain, Bruſſels, and Ant- 


werp. Its Extent and Neatnels give it the 


Appellation of Malines the Beantiful ; as 
Antwerp is call'd the Rich, Bruſſels the No- 
le, Louwain the Sage, Ghent the Great, and 
Bruges the Antient. Its Situation is extreme- 
y agreeable, and the River Dile paſſes thro 
it in the Middle, and ſwelling with the Flux 
and Reflux of the Sea, renders it à very 
trading Place. This City belong'd to the 
Houſe of Burgunch, till it was incorpora- 
ted in that of Auſtria. The Cardinal de 
Granville was its firſt Arch-Biſhop, whoſe 
See was founded by Pope Pius IV. with 


the Title of Primate of all Gaul. In its 


Metropolitan Church are twelve Canons, 
whoſe Benefices were, in the Year 1000, 


ſettled by a Biſhop of Liege. Malines is like- 


wiſe the Reſidence of the Grand Council, 
there eſtabliſh'd by Charles, Duke of Bur- 


gundy ; of the General Parliament; of the 


Knights of the Golden Fleece ; and of the 


publick Arſenal. The Inhabitants of this - 


City ought, by Right, to be free from all 
Taxes and Impoſts, in Conſideration of the 
eſſential Services they did to Charles the 
Bold, Count, or Earl of Flanders, when . 
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laid Siege to a certain City on the Rhine, 
At Tillemont are made tolerably good La. 
ces: One there meets with Linnen which 
is no wiſe contemptible, and Diſagreeable- 
neſs enough in the Aſſemblies. 

Mivelle is not conſiderable for any thing 
except its illuſtrious Chapter of Canoneſſes, 
which, I have, heretofore, ſeen compos d in | 
a very different manner from what it is at 
preſent. From Nivelle, re-paſſing by Bru/- 
ſels, I got down to Ghent, the Metropolis 
of the Earldom of Flanders, and an Epiſ- 
copal See, Suffragan to the Arch-Biſhop of 
Malines : It is cut in Diviſions by ſeveral 
Rivers or Canals; the Greater Eſcaut, the 
Lis, the Upper Eſcaut, and a good Num- 
ber of Canals, making of one City many 
Iſlands. Its Circumference is of an Extent | 
ſomewhat extraordinary, and its Inhabitants } 
have, formerly, found Employment not on- 
ly for their Neighbours, but even for 
their own Sovereigns, under the Reign 
of Philip of Valois, and Charles VI. the Ge. 
nius of thoſe Citizens, for many Years, be- 

ing inclinable to Rebellion and Revolt. As | 
Czſar mentions them under the Name of | 
Gorduni, the modern Inhabitants imagine 
that it is to him they owe the Foundation 
of their City, in which Cornelius Fanſenus, 
who was theis firſt Prelate, held a Synod, | 
in 
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in the Year 1570. There are a great Number 
of Churches, Monaſteries, Hoſpitals, and o- 
ther pious and charitable Foundations, with 
Communities of Beguines, who are not all 
of them Veſtals. Here is held the Provin- 
cial Council of Flanders, firſt inſtituted by 
John Duke of Burgundy, In an Edifice, 
call'd the Prince's Court, they ſhew the Cra- 
dle of the Emperor Charles V. who was 


born in this City, which was never a very 


great Gainer by having that Honour: It 
is true, the Citizens finding themſelves too 
much oppreſs'd with the frequent Impoſiti- 
ons wherewith they were over-loaded, re- 
volted fiom their Obedience to that Prince, 
craving the Protection of our King Francis I. 
who far from embracing that advantageous 
Offer, ſomewhat too generouſly ſent his 
Rival Information of the Motion, and to 
compleat his Generoſity, gave him Paſſage 
through his whole Realm, to chaſtize thoſe 
Revolrers, twenty-five of whole Chiefs were 
publickly executed, a far 
of the Citizens prolcrib'd, and the Eſtates 
of the moſt culpable were confiſcated ; their 
Artillery, Arms, Ammunition, Charters and 
Privileges, were all taken from them, and 
themſelves ſentenc'd to pay a Fine of up- 
wards of twelve hundred thouſand Crowns: 
And to the End, that his Poſterity might 
1 N * 
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be for ever Maſters of the Place, he built 
there a Citadel, reducing one of the largeſt | 
Cities in the World to little better than a 
vaſt Solitude. To this Day it continues 
bridled and curb'd in by that very Citadel; 
and as for the Fortifications of the City 
it ſelf, they conſiſt in large Out-works, a 
Counterſcarp, broad Ditches, and good Ram- 
parts. Its Situation and Wealth render it 
very conſiderable ; but its Circumference 
is too great for it ever to be a good Place 
in Time of War, without making many 
Additions to the Works, and pouring into 
it an Army of forty thouſand Men to ſuſtain 
the Siege. WE 
Brugen, or Bruges, another City of the 
Earldom of Flanders, ſtands in a ſpacious 
Plain, three Leagues from the Sea, on the 
Canal which is call'd the Keye, which, being 
divided into ſeveral navigable Streams, runs 
through divers Parts of the City, before 
they all join in that Grand Canal, which 
goes to Sluyſe, or Sluce: But as this latter 
City belongs to the Hollanders, the Inha- 
bitants of Bruges have made a new Canal, 
which goes to Oſtend, which is but trree | 
Leagues diftant ; and the Tide mounting 
half way up that curious River, conducts 
to Bruges Ships of four hundred Tun Bur- 
then: By theſe Means the Trade of — 
| | City 
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diminiſh'd ſince ſome of the wealthieſt Mer- 


chants took it in their Heads to remove to 
Antwerp; their Removal however is no 


one of the beſt and largeſt Cities of Flan- 
ders. It has tolerable good Ditches, Ram- 


riſon might be defended with Honour. The 
Buildings, both ſacred and profane, are ex- 
tremely fine, the Streets broad and even, 
with ſeveral ſpacious Squares, of which, 
that call'd the Market-Flace, where begin 


Lines, at the ſix chief Gates of the City, is 


than ſixty Churches well endow'd, of all 
which, the Cathedral is both the fineſt and 
the richeſt: The Provoſt of this Chapter 
was anciently Hereditary Preſident of the 
Court call'd St. Donatus, and perpetual Chan- 
cellor of Flanders : But that Dignity has 
been ſince united in the Epiſcopacy, and at 
preſent the Biſhop enjoys thoſe Privileges. 
The Palace of this Prelate ſtands on one 
ide the Cathedral, oppoſite to a large 
Square, in which is the Town-Hall, which 
Structure, tho' ancient, ſhews ſome choice 
Figures, and other Pieces of Sculpture, 
which are not ill preſervd: On a very 

| 3 high 


City is kept on Foot; but is conſiderably 


Obſtacle to prevent Bruges from being ſtill 


parts and Walls, which, by a numerous Gar- 


ſix principal Streets, terminating in direct 


by far the moſt beautiful. Bruges has more 
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high Tower, is to be ſeen a Clock, whoſe 


Chimes one hears with Pleaſure. I took | 


no leſs Satisfaction in viewing an ancient Fa- 


brick ſuſtain'd by Pillars, under which runs 
Water, and at the fame time cauſes the | 
Boats it brings thither to paſs under the | 


ſaid Building. The Merchants of Bruge; 


drive a conſiderable Trade in Silks, Wool, | 
and Cotton ; and the Artizans here work | 
very well in Fuſtians, Tapeſtry, Silks and | 


Linnen. 


I went from Brnges to ſee Tres, which | 
Place derives its Name from a Torrent which | 
runs through it in the Middle. This City | 
has the Reputation of being indifferent rich; | 
and has ſeven Caſtellariet, or Baronies de- 
pendent on it; one of which, named Caſſe, | 
has alone ewenty-four Manours wholly ſub- 
ordinate to it: Its Territory is extremely 
fertile; but it is ſituate in a Place of very 
difficult Approach, which contributes nota | 
little to its Strength. The Cathedral Church 
is very fine ; and it has, likewiſe, ſeveral | 
other principal Structures, and large Squares 
none of all which are, however, ſo regu- | 
lar, as are thoſe of the Senate, and the Clo- F 
thiers Hall. Its Manufactures render it a | 
Place of ro ſmall Traffick. I took ſome | 
Rambles into the Dependencies of Doeh 


where I have ſeveral Friends and Acquain- 
| > tance, x 
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tance, whoſe Humours now ſeem to ſa— 
vour but too much of the Calamities of 
the Times: Thoſe golden Days are no 
more ; neither are the Netherlands in any 
wiſe ſuch as we leit them. 9 5 

Oſtend is in the ſame Condition as are 
the other Cities; not that it was ever any 
of the pleaſanteſt or moſt agreeable Places 
in the World, but it is now very much 
beneath even what we ſaw it. This 
is the moſt conſiderable Port the Em- 
peror is poſſeſs d of in the Low-Conntrecs ; 
and the Situation makes it a Place of very 
great Strength. It is ſurrounded by two 
very deep Canals, into which the Flux and 
Re-flux of the Sea give Entrance to the 
largeſt Veſſels. It has eight great Bul- 
warks, a Jarge Ditch, divers Baſtions, and 
good Out-works, well repair'd ſince the fa- 
mous Siege which the Hollanders ſuſtain'd 
againſt the Army of Albert Arch Duke of 
Auſtria, who could not make himſelf Maſ- 
ter of it till the End of three Years, and 
three Months, all which time he held it 
cloſely beſieg'd. „ 

Newport, whoſe Port renders it a Place 
of conſiderable Trade, is ſtill as melan- 
choly as I always knew it to be: The fre- 
quent Sieges it has undergone have made 
t much more remarkable, than either the 
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Goodneſs of its Situation, or the Beauty 


of its Buildings. The Air of Furnes is al- 
ways very unwholeſom : The City is ſmall, | 


but neither diſagreeable nor ill built. There 


are ſeveral Cloth Manufactures, and the Ca- 
nals keep up its Negotiation. It was be- | 


tween this City and Dunkirk that the Vil- 


count de Turenne routed the Spaniſh Army, 


in 1658. 


Berg St. Vinoc, formerly only an Abbey, 
founded by a Diſciple of St. Bertin, is at 


preſent a City indifferently well peopled, 


but much cry'd down for the Badneſs 
of its Air, and the little good Company to | 


O 


be met with. Diæmude has nothing good | 


but its Butter, nor is it celebrated on any 
one Account, except for the Fair it holds 


Yearly in the Month of July. This little 
City ſtands on the Tperlee, three Leagues | 
diſtant from Oudemburg, which Place is alſo | 


of no great Conſideration. One eats there 
good Wild-Fowl ; and, as throughout the 


whole Country, one meets with ſome very 


honeſt People. 


Flanders is a fruitful and fine Province, and | 


the firſt County in the Netherlands, bor- 


der'd on the South by Artois, Hainault, Bru- 
bant, with part of Picardy ; on the Eaſt it | 


has likewiſe Hainanlt and Brabant; on the 


North the German Ocean, with the Mouth | 


of 
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of the Eſcaut, which is call'd the Hot, 
which ſeparates Flanders and Zeland ; and 
to the Weſt it has the Britiſh Sea, and 
part of the River Ad, with the Coaſt of 
Artois, which looks towards the Cities of 
Bologne and Calais, The Soil is exceeding 
fat, exuberant, abounding with Paſtu- 
rage, and very fit for Tillage. The prin- 
cipal Towns of this Province are all en- 
compaſs'd with Walls, and the greateſt 
part of them fortified : But there are a 
very great Number which are not ſo, with- 
out being ever the leſs wealthy and popu- 
lous. Beſides theſe Cities and great Towns, 
there are more than eleven hundred Vil- 


lages, forty- ſix Abbies, and Abundance of 


Priories, Monaſteries and Colleges. All 
theſe Cities, Towns, (5c. ſtand ſo near 
each other, that Flanders once look'd in a 
manner, like one vaſt continued City: 
But the Buildings now are a little thinner, 
the Wars having left ſeveral large Chaſms 
in this Country, in which are the Viſcoun- 
ties of Ghent, Ipres, Furnes, Berg St. Vinoc, 
and Haerlebech, three Principalities, four 
Sea-Ports, and thirty-one Caſtellanies. Some 
will have it, that Flanders took its Name 
from one Flandibert, Nephew to Clodion, 
who is included in the Lift of the Kings 
ot France : Others pretend, that the Name 
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comes from Flanarina, Conſort to à cer- | 


tain Lideric II. Prince of Buc, who go- 
vern'd Flanders under the Authority of | 
the Emperor Charlemagne, and of his Son | 
King Lewis the Mild : They add, that this 
T ideric was the ſecond Governor who was | 
inveſted with the Charge of Grand Fore. | 
ſter of the Province. The Flemmings are | 
believ'd to have been firſt converted to 


 Chriſitanity by St. Eloy, Biſhop of Non, | 


and by St. Amandus; at leaſt, it is certain, 
that thoſe two Apoſtles preach'd to theſe | 
People, and adminiſter'd Baptiſm to ſuch | 
as were not baptiz'd before. It was in the 
Year 878 that Flanders was erected into | 
an Earldom by King Charles the Bald, in 
favour of Baldwin, furnam'd Bras-de-fer, or 
Iron-Arm This Prince and his Succeflors 
had under their Juriſdiction, a Conſtable, 
two Marſhalls, a Grand Veneur, a Chan- 
cellor, a Chamberlain, four Receivers, and 
two Secretaries of State. Mary of Burgundy 
allo united this noble State, together with | 
the other Sovereignties, in the auguſt Houle, 
into whoſe Alliance that Princeſs enter d. 
Flanders ſtands in Need of nothing but 
Wine, to enable it to paſs without the 
Aſſiſtance of any of its Neighbours ; no! 
is there a Spot of Ground in Europe mote 


abundant, or better peopled than this Pi0- 
A . vince: 
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vince : Its Inhabitants are temperate, pati- 
ent, courteous and good-naturd : No Na- 
tion excells them in ſcarce any Reſpect ; 
nor can one any where meet with Nobility 
which has been more illuſtrious than thoſe 
of this Country, or whole Sources have 
appeard in greater Purity ; notwithſtand- 
ing all which, every thing inſenſibly drops 
away and is annihilated ; the Counts of Eg- 
mont are extinct, nor does the Houle of 
Lalain any longer exiſt, any more than do 
ſeveral other noble Families, who for An- 
tiquity were inferior to not one in all 
Europe. The Chapters of N:vellz and Mons 
are now far from being what we knew 
them at the Beginning of the Jaſt War; and 
Families which a hundred Years ago were 
wholly unknown, are now ſo allyd and 
interwoven with the ancient Houles, that 
their priſtine Luſtre begins to be very much 
obſcur d. : | 
I paſs'd into Hainault, of which Provinc 

Mons is the Capital. This City is ſituated 
on the Bank of the River 1rulle : It is large, 
and fortified with ſtrong Ramparts, broad 
Ditches, and fine Out-Works. There is an 


ancient Caſtle with divers fine Structures, 


df all which, the chief is the Palace, where 


is held the Council of the Province : It is 


likewiſe highly celebrated for its Chapter 
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of Canoneſſes. Various Accounts are given 
of its Foundation, but few are ignorant of 
its being a Place of very great Antiquity, 
and that it has long been of a more than 
ordinary Conſideration. It has a tolerable 
Trade, is very well peopled ; and if one has 
a Mind to make any Stay there, one may 


find good and ſociable Company. 
The {mall City of St. Guillain is neither 


good in Peace nor in War; and Maubeuge 


would not be a jot better, were it not for 
the Houſe of a certain Intendant there, and 
the Abbey of Ladies all of Quality, ſome- 
what like the Chapter of Mons. Immenſe 
Sums of Money have been conſum'd in 
fortifying Maubeuge, without having made 
a very good Place of it neither. 

Aeth, on the River Dender, is not large, 
but it is agreeable, well enough fortified; 
prettily ſituated, and inhabited by People 
who live not uncomfortably At Binche 
the Air is exceeding good: This is a ſmall 
City built on an Arm of the Haine, in a 
Country fertile, and abounding in all forts 
of Game. Mary, Queen of Hungary, Sil- 
ter to the Emperor Charles V. built there 
a fine Houſe, which was ruin'd after 
the taking of Mariemburg and Dinant It 
was again re-built, but it is now known 
only by the Name of Marimont. 1 was 
7 neither 
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neither at Conde, nor Valenciennes: Thoſe 
Cities are ſo well known, and you fo of- 
ten hear them ſpoken of by Officers either 
going to, or coming from thence, that I 
cannot think I have any Occaſion to re-con- 
firm what you already know of thoſe Pla- 
ces: And I have confin'd myſelf not to viſit 
any Part of Hainault, but ſuch of its Cities 
as are no longer under the Dominion of 
Race, 

Hainault is one of the Provinces of the 
Netherlands, which has Brabant and Flan- 
ders on the North; Champagne and Picardy 
on the South; Part of Brabant and the 
Earldom of Namur on the Eaſt; and on 
the Weſt it has the Eſcaut, whereby it is 
ſeparated from Artois, and from ſome Part 
of French Flanders. This Province which 
is an Earldom, is about twenty Leagues 
long, and ſixteen broad: The Hiſtory of 
the Country acquaints us, that it was once 
poſſeſs d by the Tourneſians, and that its 
Name has been often chang'd. Some Au- 
thors who readily give into Fable, fanc 
that Hainault was, heretofore, call'd Panng- 
nia, on Account of the Heathen Deity Par's 
being worſhip'd by its ancient Inhabitants ; 
but, for my Part, I am apt to believe, that 
thole who make the Word Hannonia are 
more in the Right, deriving it from the 

River 
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River Haine, which runs through the Mid- 
dle of this Country. The Air is very tem- 
rate, the Soil exceeding fertile, and wa- 
ter d with ſeveral fine Rivers: There are, 
likewiſe, divers ſmall Lakes, many Ponds 
and Pools, a great Number of Woods, 
with Mines of Iron and Lead, and Quar- 
ries of Marble: There is alſo good ſtore + 
of that Sort of Earth, call'd Houle, of which 
they make Turfs for Firing. I reckon'd in 
this Province twenty-four wall'd Cities, of 
which Mons and Valenciennes are the moſt 
conſiderable ; near nine hundred Towns and 
Villages, with ſeveral Abbies and Mona- 
ſteries. Some Genealogiſts make Regnier 
the firſt Count, or Earl, of Hainault, to de- 
ſcend from Ergiwoald a Maire du Palais to 
ſome of the Kings of France : The Succeſſion 
of the Poſterity of that Regnier, pals'd into 
the Houſe of Baldwin Earl of Flanders; 
from his Succeſſors it went to the Houle 
of Bavaria, and at length it came to that 
of Burgundy, whole Fortune it follow'd. 

I went to viſit the Caſtellany of Com. 
tray, whoſe Territory is exceeding good and 
fruitful : One there meets with ſeveral Caſ- 
tels either belonging to, or inhabited by 
Gentlemen of the beſt Faſhion. Comnrtray 
ſtands on the Lis, between the Cities of 


Lille, Tournay, Ypres and Oudenard. Its In- 
= habitants 


ML 
shabitants, heretofore, took it into their Heads 
to celebrate a yearly Feſtival in Remem- 
brance of a famous Battle loſt there by 
the French, in 1302. This magnificent An- 
niverſary occaſion'd the pillaging and burn- 
ing of their City in the eighteenth Year at- 
ter that Event. In proceſs of Time it was 
re-built ; and ſince that it has made itſelf 
a Place of no inconſiderable Trade, by its 
Woolen and Linnen Manufactures. One 
may live at Courtray very deliciouſly; and as 
long as that City continues in the ſame | 
Condition in which it now is, it may be 
juſtly look'd on as one of the beſt Places 
one would chuſe to paſs ſome Time in. 
Some will needs have it to have been not 
unknown to Julius Ceſar. 

Oudenard, nothing near ſo ancient as that 
I have been laſt mentioning, is ſituated on 
the Eſcaut, between Ghent and Tournay : It 
is well fortified, and carries on a tolerable 
Trade, were it conſiſting in nothing elſe 
but the fine Tapiſtry made there. This 
City's Original is no ways clearer than thoſe 
of many others. 

The City of Tournay, Capital of a ſmall 
Territory call'd the Journaiſis, is exceeding 
ancient and very conſiderable : Mention is 
made of it in the Itinerary of Antoninus, and 
one of St. Ferom's Epiſtles. According ro 
dle 
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the Teſtimony of St. Omen, it was the Place 
of the Reſidence of the firſt Kings of France; 
and as Saints never impole any thing on the 
World beyond the Truth, ſo it is my Sen- 
timent that you ought to believe it like a 
good Chrifizan, In the Suburb of this City, 
in the Jaſt Century, was found the Tomb 
of Childeric, Father to Clowis, the firſt King 
of the Franks, who ſettled in Gaul. The 
River Eſcaut divides Tournay into two al- 
moſt equal Parts, both which are join'd by 
a Bridge: That call'd the Old City, is on the 
left ſide of the River, towards Flanders, and 
the New City on the right Side: This laſt 
ſtands in Hainault, together with ſeven Vil- 
lages its Dependents, which for ſeveral 
Ages have belong'd to the Tournaifis, With- 
in this Territory are counted fifty Towns, 
or Villages, whoſe judicial Cauſes are all 
try'd by the Provincial Council of Flanders, 
from whence Appeal may be made to the 
Parliament of Malines. Thoſe who view 
the Citadel of Tournay would be aſtoniſh'd, 
that ſo gallant a Commander as was the 
Marquis De Surwville, did not make a much 
longer Defence, were it not univerſally 
known, that this City was abſolutely det- 
titute of Proviſions at the Time when the 
Confederate Army laſt fat down before it. 
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Mortagne, which lies at the Confluence 
of the Eſcaut and the Karp, is a very an- 


A cient Barony, the Lords whereof were for- 


merly, Caſtellans of Tournay. The little 
City of Mortagne is neither handſom, ſtrong, 
nor well peopled; and this of St. Amand, 
whoſe rich Abbey was founded in the Reign 
of King Dagobert, about the Year 630, ſeems 
to me melancholy and unchearful enough. 
I am going to a Friend I have in the Caſ- 
tellany of Lille, to paſs away two Months 
with him ; where, by a Letter you will o- 
blige me, in letting me know if mine have 
not been tireſom to you; and if I underſtand 
that my Correſpondence has been thought 
ever ſo little either profitable, amuſing, or 
inſtructive, I ſhall with the utmoſt Zeal, 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction, continue writing. 
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